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MINUTES OF 150TH MEETING OF THE MUNICIPAL CORPORATION CHANDIGARH HELD ON 29.1.2010 AT 11.00 A.M. IN THE ASSEMBLY HALL OF THE MUNICIPAL CORPORATION, CHANDIGARH.


The following were present:- 
	1. 
	Smt. Anu Chatrath
	Mayor

	2. 
	Dr. Roshan Sunkaria, IAS
	Commissioner

	3. 
	Sh. Bhupinder Singh 
	Sr. Dy.Mayor

	4. 
	Smt. Sheela Devi
	Dy. Mayor

	5. 
	Sh. Arshad Khan
	Councillor

	6. 
	Sh. M.P.S.Chawla
	Councillor

	7. 
	Brig.(Retd.) K.S.Chandpuri
	Councillor

	8. 
	Dr. A.P. Sanwaria 
	Councillor

	9. 
	Dr. Pam Rajput
	Councillor

	10. 
	Sh. Resham Chand Jakhu
	Councillor

	11. 
	Ar. P.K. Mukherjee
	Councillor

	12. 
	Dr. Amrit Bolaria
	Councillor 

	13. 
	Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma
	Councillor

	14. 
	Smt. Kamlesh
	Councillor

	15. 
	Sh. Pardeep Chhabra 
	Councillor

	16. 
	Sh. Vijay Singh Rana
	Councillor

	17. 
	Sh. Surinder Kumar Jagota
	Councillor

	18. 
	Sh. Jagjit Singh Kang
	Councillor

	19. 
	Sh. Manjit Singh
	Councillor 

	20. 
	Sh. Kuldeep Singh
	Councillor 

	21. 
	Sh. Ram Sumer Morya
	Councillor

	22. 
	Smt. Harjinder Kaur
	Councillor

	23. 
	Sh. Rajesh Kumar Gupta
	Councillor

	24. 
	Smt. Anju Beniwala
	Councillor

	25. 
	Smt. Sarita Devi
	Councillor

	26. 
	Smt. Raj Kumari 
	Councillor

	27. 
	Sh. Jatinder Bhatia
	Councillor

	28. 
	Smt. Sunita
	Councillor

	29. 
	Sh. Ram Lal
	Councillor

	30. 
	Sh. Anil Kumar Dubey
	Councillor

	31. 
	Sh. Harphool Chand Kalyan 
	Councillor

	32. 
	Sh. P.K. Sharma, HCS
	Secretary


The following Officers of the Municipal Corporation also attended the meeting: -


	1.
	Sh. T.P.S. Phoolka, PCS
	Joint Commissioner

	2.
	Sh. Kamlesh Kumar, HCS
	Assistant Commissioner

	3.
	Sh. S.K.Bansal
	Chief Engineer

	4.
	Sh. R.K.Goyal
	Superintending Engineer (P.H.)

	5.
	Sh. Mukesh Anand
	Superintending Engineer (B&R)

	6.
	Dr. G.Diwan
	Municipal Health Officer

	7.
	Sh. Desh Raj
	Chief Accounts Officer

	8.
	Sh. Kamal Joshi
	XEN (Elec. Divn.)

	9.
	Sh. Zorawar Singh
	XEN Roads Divn. No.1

	10.
	Sh. Sanjay Arora
	XEN Roads Divn.No.2

	11.
	Sh. Bhupinder Singh
	XEN Roads Divn. No.3

	12.
	Sh. R.S.Ahluwalia 
	XEN (P.H. Divn.No.2)

	13.
	Sh. V.K. Garg
	XEN (P.H. Divn.No.4)

	14.
	Sh. R.S. Bedi
	XEN (P.H. Divn.No.3)


At the outset the Secretary welcomed the Hon’ble Mayor, Hon’ble Commissioner, media persons, distinguished Councillors and colleague officers to the 150th meeting of the House.
Sh. M.P.S. Chawla thanked the Mayor for starting the meeting in time.
Brig. K.S. Chandpuri said that recently a very renowned athlete Dr. Ajmer Singh  of the city, who was also a Professor in the Punjab University, won Gold Medal in 400 meter,  Silver Medal in 200 meter and Bronze Medal in relay in the Asian Games of 1966, passed away two days ago.  He was also Vice Chancellor of Gwalior University for Physical Education.  He desired that the House should observe 2 minutes silence to mourn his death.

“The House observed two minutes’ silence.”
AGENDA ITEM NO.1


Confirmation of the minutes of following meetings :-
a.) 147th meeting of the General House of the Corporation held on 30.11.2009 at 11.00. a.m.

b.) 148th meeting of the General House of the Corporation held on 24.12.2009 at 11.00 a.m. in the Assembly Hall of the Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh.

c.) 149th meeting of the General House of the Corporation held on 01.01.2010 at 11.00 a.m. in the Assembly Hall of the Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh.

The Secretary placed Agenda Item No.1  before the House for confirmation.


No observation came forward from the members on the minutes of 147th meeting of the House.



The Mayor asked whether anybody have any observation on the minutes of 148th meeting of the House.



Sh. Surinder Kumar Jagota desired that the remarks pertaining to suspension of Councillors should be deleted from the minutes as no such act was done by the Members.



The Mayor said that it was unfortunate and it should not have happened.  She said that the former Mayor, being her last meeting, expected that all the Councillors will support her in her last meeting.  She assured the House that in future such incidents will not happen again.



Sh. Ram Lal also said that there was no mistake on the part of the Councillors for which they were suspended and desired that the minutes pertaining to this part should be deleted.



The Mayor reiterated that she already has said that it was unfortunate and again assured that such incidents will not happen in future.  Simultaneously she said that Councillors should also speak one-by-one by standing at their seats so that views of everybody can be recorded in the minutes.


Sh. Rajesh Gupta pointed out that in the minutes of 147th meeting at Page No.25 from the 2nd last line attributed to Sh. Gurcharan Dass Kala, the word ‘no’  be deleted.
“The House confirmed the minutes of 147th, 148th and 149th meeting of the House held on 29.11.2009, 24.12.2009 and 01.01.2010 respectively with the following amendment :-
In the minutes of 147th meeting at Page No.25, the last para be read as “Sh. Gurcharan Dass Kala said that it was a matter of the Court and the House should not interfere in this matter.”


Sh. Pardeep Chhabra pointed out that on the day of meeting of the House parking of vehicles is regulated to facilitate the Councillors but today the media persons were not allowed to park their vehicles inside the office.  He said that media persons are also the part of the House meeting and they have been parking their vehicles within the premises for so many years.  This issue was raised earlier also by Dr. Sanwaria, M.P.S. Chawla and other Councillors that the parking system should be regulated properly and the media persons should also be allowed to park their vehicles within the premises.



The Mayor desired that the space available in front of the office premises should be kept reserved for the Councillors and it should be painted as ‘reserved for Councillors’.  She further said that it was not proper that a Security Guard should ask for the identity card of Councillors despite the parking sticker being pasted on the car and such matter has been brought to her notice by Smt. Raj Kumari Mishra.  She was of the view that the Councillors, media persons and the officers should be treated equally.  She further declared the Question Hour for half an hour and requested all the Councillors to speak one-by-one so that everyone could be heard properly.  


Sh. Ram Lal said that the residents of villages are not being released water & electric connections unless the Corporation issue NOC to them.  The Chandigarh Administration was releasing water & electric connections to the residents of villages without issuing NOC.  The residents of villages are represented by elected Councillors, even then their problems are not being sorted out.  He requested that the owners of houses in villages should be given water & electric connection  without asking for NOC as it will also generate income for the Corporation.


The Chief Engineer clarified that proof of ownership of house is necessary before releasing the water connection, otherwise disputes creep up at the later stage if any person other than the owner gets the water connection.


Sh. Manjit Singh said that earlier the Sarpanch of the village used to verify the ownership of a house for release of water & electric connection.  Now the area Councillor should be authorized to verify the ownership.  


The Chief Engineer explained that there are two issues.  Before releasing the water connection to the houses situated inside the lal Dora, extended abadi and Baras, the ownership is required to be verified by the Councillor, whereas the NOC is required for the houses situated outside the lal Dora.  
The House resolved that the Area Councillor will certify the ownership of the houses situated inside the lal dora, extended abadi & baray.  Whereas, in case of houses situated outside the lal dora, ownership will have to be proved by the house owner before releasing water & electric connection.  It was further resolved that where the owner can submit his proof of ownership, it is not necessary to get it verified from the Area Councillor.


Dr. Pam Rajput thanked the Mayor for giving all the credit to Women Empowerment Committee for proposing Mahila Bhawan.  She said that the Mahila Bhawan is not only for the Corporation but it is a dream project of all the women of the city to whom the Municipal Corporation is going to give a shape.  When the building plan for the Mahila Bhawan was being prepared, the Women Empowerment Committee had given some suggestions regarding the activities to be taken up in the Mahila Bhawan and to plan building accordingly.  She regretted that despite many requests, the building plan of the Mahila Bhawan has not so far been shown to them that is why they could not see whether suggestions have been incorporated or not.  Even the foundation stone of the Mahila Bhawan has also been laid down, which is a matter of proud.  If the building plans are shown after the start of the work, then there is no use of it, as required changes can not be made at a later stage.  This matter was also discussed in the meeting of Women Empowerment Committee and the members were of the view that this point should be raised in the House and if there is any possibility to make changes in the plan, then we can wait for some more time.  She said that it is a dream of women of Chandigarh and the Mahila Bhawan should be built in such a way that it should be an example for the people.  


The Mayor invited Dr. Pam Rajput at tea on Monday at 10.00 a.m. in her office room where the building plan for the Mahila Bhawan will be shown.



Dr. A.P.Sanwaria said that he was pleased to read the statement of the Mayor after her decision that the problems of each ward will be taken-up in piece meal manner. He said that he came to know that meetings were held to discuss the problems of the wards but nominated Councillors were not invited in those meetings.  He requested that nominated Councillors should also be invited in such meetings as they also think about the development of the city.


The Mayor said that the meetings were held in a block of 5 wards and assured that in future, the nominated Councillors will also be invited whenever the meeting of the wards consisting of the area of their residence will be held.


Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma said that in May last year, he had asked  questions pertaining to quotation works and a lengthy reply was received from the office and placed before the House but could not be discussed in detail as it was decided that a Committee be constituted to look into the matter.  Accordingly, a Committee was constituted in the month of June and the Committee held four meetings in which matters pertaining to Horticulture wing of the Corporation were taken up.  In the next meeting of the Committee, he sent questionnaire consisting of 40 questions and submitted it to the Member Secretary of the Committee.  The Member Secretary sent the questionnaire to the concerned wing, but no reply has so far been received, as a result other wings i.e. Electrical, Roads Divn.No.1 & 2 could not be taken up.  He questioned the sanctity of the House which constituted the Committee and more so the tenure of the then Mayor has expired.  He asked the fate of the committee.  He said that earlier the then Executive Engineer Horticulture could not sent the reply of the questionnaire and now the new incumbent has shown inability to give the reply of the question.


The Commissioner asked the Member Secretary of the Committee Sh. Zorawar Singh, Executive Engineer, Roads Division No.1 to reply the question.  



The Member Secretary said that the Executive Engineer Horticulture was ill and hospitalized, therefore, the reply could not be prepared.  



The Commissioner directed the Member Secretary to get the matter expedited. 


Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma said that it generally happens that the reply to his questions does not come in the House for the months and after it is placed before the House, further action are not being taken expeditiously, as the officers do not co-operate in such matters.  He said that the sanctity of the House was not being maintained as its decisions are not being implemented in letter & spirit.  He said that an inquiry was also to be conducted in the matter but no report has been received so far.


The Mayor desired that in future, the report of the committee constituted by the House should be submitted within a fixed time frame.


The Commissioner lamented that it was unfortunate that reply has not so far been sent by the concerned wing.  He asked the ACMC why the inquiry has not so far been completed despite that he himself sent a note on the same day of the meeting that the inquiry be conducted and report be submitted within stipulated time and even reminded twice.    He directed the ACMC to complete the inquiry within two days and submit the report to him. 



The Mayor said that the report of the inquiry should be placed before the House in its next meeting.



Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma said that matters pertaining to other wings are still to be looked into and he requested the Mayor to clarify about the status of the Committee and to fix the time for submission of reply from the other wings.  He said that he was prepared at that time for a discussion at a length on the issue but the matter was diluted and the Committee was constituted but due to non-cooperation from the officers no reply is coming forth.


The Mayor said that the reply from all the wings should reach within two weeks before the committee and if any officer failed to send the reply within time, the matter will be discussed in the House and the House will decide as to what action is to be taken against the concerned officer.
Sh. Pardeep Chhabra pointed out that earlier the House had resolved that the Councillors be paid @ Rs.500/- for attending the meeting of House and Rs.200/- for the attending the meeting of other committees but they are still being paid @ Rs.200/- for House meeting.



Brig. K.S. Chandpuri said that in the year 2008 when Sh. Pardeep Chhabra was the Mayor, he, in his first address, announced that keeping in view the sentiments of the dependents of the Martyrs of the city a pillar will be erected in which the names of Martyrs would be written.  He appreciated the House and the Mayor to pursue the matter and wanted to know that latest position about the Martyrs Gallery.



The Mayor said that this matter was placed before the House for consideration keeping in view the sentiments of the Ex-servicemen led by Brig. K.S. Chandpuri and the House unanimously had passed the same and Sh. Pardeep Chhabra being Mayor took up the matter with the Administration regularly.  But the Chief Architect of the Chandigarh Administration desired that a board depicting the names of the Martyrs of the city may be installed at the site of war memorial.  The site of war memorial was visited by the Mayor along with Brig. K.S.Chandpuri (Retd.) and Chief Architect and it was observed that the war memorial does not have the detailed information about the Martyrs.  She apprised the House that the matter was again taken up with Advisor in which Home Secretary, Finance Secretary, Commissioner Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh, Brig. K.S. Chandpuri along with herself were also present and discussed the matter.  She said that now there is a good news that it has been decided in principle that a pillar will be installed in the Terrace Garden in Sector-33 showing the names of the Martyrs belonging to the city as supplied by the Zila Sainik Welfare Board.  The drawing of the pillar will be received in the Corporation shortly and work of construction will be started at the earliest.  She gave all the credit to Sh. Pardeep Chhabra and Brig. K.S. Chandpuri for pursuing the matter and thanked them for cooperation.



The House applauded with thumping of benches.



Sh. Surinder Kumar Jagota showed a newspaper item in which it was pointed out that the quality of eatables in the Food Street was very poor.  He said that though the Corporation has earned higher rent in the recent auction of the Food Kiosks, the office should ensure that the quality of the items being sold there should not be compromised.


The Mayor said that this matter was in her notice and perhaps it was because the term of present lessee was going to expire and they took benefit of it.  She was of the view that office should depute an officer to check quality of the food.


The Commissioner directed the concerned officer to write a letter to local Health Authority to take samples of the food items on regular basis.  


Sh. Arshad Khan said that he has 4 major issues to be discussed.  First of all burial ground of Manimajra which comprised of 12 Kanal 6 Marla in area (opposite Manimajra bus stand).  The Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh claimed that the land belongs to it but the managing committee of the burial ground claimed it otherwise.  The matter was taken up in the meeting of the Coordination Committee with the Chandigarh Administration.  The Finance Secretary, Chandigarh Administration wrote a letter to the Commissioner Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh saying that the ownership of the said land will remain with the Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh but the possession of the land should be handed over to the WAKF Board.  After issuance of the letter one year and six months have lapsed but no action has been taken so far in this regard.  Resultantly the matter is hanging in between.  He apprehended that the Corporation will again claim the possession of the said land.  He asked the Chair to intimate the latest position of the matter and the fate of the letter and whether Corporation is going to handover the said land to the WAKF Board or not.



The Commissioner said that the said letter was also placed before the House for information and as per his knowledge letter has been sent to the WAKF Board for taking possession of the land.



However, Sh. Arshad Khan said that no such letter has been received by the WAKF Board otherwise funds are sufficiently available with the Board for raising boundary wall and maintaining the burial ground properly.



The Commissioner directed Assistant Commissioner to look into the matter and handover the letter to the WAKF Board if not given so far.



Sh. Arshad Khan said that the 2nd issue was e-waste management.  Earlier a committee was constituted for the management of e-waste which was chaired by himself and Assistant Commissioner was the Member Secretary and one official of the Environment and Pollution Control Board of Chandigarh Administration was also included in the committee.  The committee met 4 times and made certain observations and in fact also drafted a policy that in what manner the e-waste is to be managed.  After so many rounds of the meetings it was also to be ascertained whether the management of e-waste was the mandate of Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh or Chandigarh Administration and the recommendations of the committee are in cold storage. Since then 2 years have been passed and file is yet to see the light of the day.  He requested that the committee be re-constituted and the recommendations given by it be pulled out and action be taken.  Many newspapers have highlighted the pitfalls of not managing the e-waste properly but no action either by the Chandigarh Administration or Municipal Corporation has been taken. He further said that the 3rd issue was Geographical Spatial Data System.  He said that in the 2nd meeting of the 3rd House when Sh. P.S. Aujla was the Commissioner, he had raised the issue.  When the Corporations of Vijag and Siliguri, which are very small Corporations, in term of finance can have GIS System then why not the Chandigarh, which is the Hallmark of the progress.  He said that in Hyderabad even data has been collected in 3D System through satellite.  In the Municipal Corporation of Delhi, every information of services underground is available in GIS.  He wondered,  what was prohibiting the Municipal Corporation from taking action to go for GIS System,  either finance or lack of initiative?  He requested to constitute a committee to look into this matter, which will submit a blue print of the project.  He was of the view that once a committee is constituted by the House its recommendations should find its way.  He apprised the House that under the GIS system, the network under ground pertaining to sanitation, electricity etc. will be mapped through satellite and all the images will be available in the shape of data base in a computer system.  Whenever any problem is created in these services, it can be rectified or attended to promptly, as such it is very beneficial.  Moreover, by installing GPS System on the vehicles, the vehicle can be checked and tracked, whether the vehicle has completed its round and about its present position.  He further said that his fourth and last issue was cycle- rickshaw programme.  He said that Chandigarh was the most dedicated city, which has provided special cycle tracks as a right of way, which no other city has.  He said that Government of India has launched comprehensive transport mobility plan in which emphasis has been given to non-motorized transport.  Cycle is a non-motorized transport and environment friendly.  He suggested that upgraded and sophisticated cycles be brought in the city for use of middle class.  It is a part of mass rapid transport system and funds are available for this project and study has been done for this project.  Again there is a need to constitute a committee, which will spearhead the project and bring it to the conclusive and logical end.  He was of the view that House should constitute a committee for this project and the committee should work to achieve the goal of the project.


The Mayor said that a Committee will be constituted to look into all the four issues.


Smt. Kamlesh said that during her Mayor-ship, she recommended to go for 3-D system which will be beneficial to control the Enforcement Wing.  She alongwith Sh. P.K.Sharma, Secretary, during a visit to Calcutta saw the presentation there and the representative of said company also contacted the Secretary. The committee can also call the representative of the said company to see the presentation.  It will be beneficial to check the encroachment & enforcement .


Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma said that a presentation was also given to the members of the Sanitation Committee and it was observed that it was very beneficial, through which every dustbin as well the vehicle could be tracked down.  The Committee had recommended for the GPS system but no action has so far been taken in this regard.


The Commissioner said that undoubtedly GPS system is beneficial for the Corporation and is necessarily required.  Initially, the proposal was for only the sanitation vehicles but he himself had suggested that all the vehicles of all the wings should be covered under this system.  He had asked the Chief Engineer to give the entire detailed information.  He said that the office will come to the House with a proposal in this regard and get it approved after laying down the terms & conditions.  He directed the Chief Engineer to prepare the detail of the vehicles available in the Corporation and put-up an agenda in this regard.  


The Secretary said that the representative of the said company had contacted him and they asked to allot the work to their company but he clarified that open quotations will be called for this project.  


Sh. Jatinder Bhatia said that about 2 lac people are residing in the Chandigarh Housing Board Colonies.  The Councillors from time to time have been pointing out need based changes required in the houses of Chandigarh Housing Board.  The Chandigarh Housing Board Residents’ Federation has also been demanding such need based changes which was also supported by the Local M.P. and these demands were pending for the last 10-12 years which have recently been accepted by the Finance Secretary.  He apprised the House that out of 52 demands of the residents 48 demands have been accepted.  There was a lot of contribution of Local M.P., Ex-M.P., Councillors  to pursue the demands of the residents, which have fructified now.  He on behalf of the Chandigarh Housing Board Welfare Federation thanked the Adviser to the Administrator, Finance Secretary for accepting the demands.  He desired that a thanks giving letter be sent to the Chandigarh Administration on behalf of the Councillors.  


Sh. Ram Lal said that on one hand the Corporation is spending lot of money to develop the green belts and parks of the city whereas on the other hand the stray cattle from the villages come to these parks and destroy them.  The Corporation is developing a park in Hallomajra, which he recently visited and found that 15-20 cattle roaming there.  There are 3 other parks in Ram Darbar, which are being defaced by the stray cattle.  He asked what action the Corporation is going to take in this regard.


Sh. Bhupinder Singh apprised the House that the dairy farmers of 4 villages earlier merged with the Corporation were allotted sheds in Maloya, whereas the 5 villages merged with the Corporation afterward still have cattle there.  As per Municipal Act, cattle are not allowed to be reared in the villages, therefore, the Administration should be requested to allot sheds to the dairy farmers of these villages also on the earlier pattern.


The Mayor said that a meeting of Co-ordination Committee is going to be held on 2nd February, in which she will take up the issue with the officers of the Chandigarh Administration.


Ar. P.K. Mukherjee said that in the meeting of Finance & Contract Committee, it was decided to introduce Double Entry System in the Corporation but so far no action has been taken in this regard.  He said that the Corporation has a number of officials which should be trained for this job, instead of paying a lot of money for this job time and again.  


The Commissioner said that the matter was under process and the agency is to be finalized.


Dr. A.P.Sanwaria said that the Commissioner has some reservation on the issue of GIS which should be apprised to the House otherwise the matter would be further prolonged.  


The Commissioner said that for GIS system one of the agency approached him and made a detailed presentation.  It is only a documentation of the facilities which we have at present beyond that it has no use.  The company is charging roughly Rs. 1.00 crore for this purpose.  He said that personally he had strong reservation on going for the project by spending such huge money.  
AGENDA ITEM NO.2 

Election of five members of the Finance & Contract Committee for the year , 2010.



The secretary placed Agenda Item No. 2 before the House for consideration and informed that the nomination of 5 Councillors namely Sh. Jatinder Bhatia, Smt. Amrit Bolaria, Sh. Pardeep Chhabra, Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma, Sh. Ram Lal, have been received for election as members of Finance & Contract Committee.  


The Mayor said that 5 members of the Finance & Contract Committee were to be elected and only 5 nominations have been received. As such, there is no need to conduct the election process. She declared the following Councillors elected un-opposed as member of the Finance & Contract Committee for the year, 2010 :-

1. Sh. Jatinder Bhatia

2. Sh. Ram Lal

3. Sh. Pardeep Chhabra 
4. Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma

5. Dr. Amrit Bolaria
 She congratulated the newly elected members of the Finance & Contract Committee on behalf of the Sr. Deputy Mayor, Deputy Mayor, Councillors & Officers.  She also thanked the Councillors for co-operation.
AGENDA ITEM NO.3

Rough Cost Estimate for Widening of V-6 roads of Sector 34 C&D, Chandigarh.


The Secretary placed Agenda Item No.3   before the House for consideration.



Sh. P.K.Mukherjee said that all the V-6 roads in Chandigarh were abetting residences. He was of the view that it was no use to widen the V-6 roads by 2 ft. on either side. He quoted an example of Sector-10 and said that widening of V-6 roads was not useful.  The plots are 1.1/5 ft higher than the roads and there is a ramp upto the road which is 6 ft.  Secondly, the pavements are about 1 ft. in height resultantly vehicles can not get upto the pavement and the people park their vehicles on the road.  He suggested to manage the pavements in such a way that vehicles could be parked there, then the road will be free of vehicles.  He was of the view that widening of road was unnecessary, misutilization of funds as the most of the services are laid down beneath the pavements and personally he was not in favour of the proposal.  He said that this matter should be technically reviewed.  There is a detailed plan of the Chandigarh city and the officials of the Town Planning and Traffic Police should also be involved and it is infructuous and wastage of money. 
The Mayor said that estimates for widening of V-6 roads were prepared on the request of the area residents through the Councillors and in some cases there was encroachment on the road berm and it was necessary to remove the encroachment otherwise wherever widening  is not possible it will not be done.  She further said that load of vehicles on the V-6 roads has increased manifold.  Moreover, the road proposed in Sector 34 is going to be widened from 16’ to 22’ and 12’ to 16’.

“The House considered and resolved that the rough cost estimate amounting to 
Rs.58.32 lac for widening of V-6 roads in Sector 34 C&D, Chandigarh, be and is hereby approved.”

Agenda Item No. 4


Rough cost estimate for providing and fixing of 60 mm thick interlocking paver on road  berm of internal roads of Vikas Nagar, Mauli Jagran.


The Secretary placed the Agenda Item No. 4 before the House for consideration and approval.



Sh. P.K.Mukherjee pointed out that there are many national and CPWD specifications and nowhere it has been mentioned that concrete will be laid down beneath the paver blocks.



Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma said that earlier it was told that paver blocks be laid down on sand since service lines have been laid down under ground and in case of any default, paver blocks can be dismantled and service lines can be repaired.  This practice was being adopted in the past but suddenly the Engineering Wing has started laying concrete beneath the paver blocks. The U.T. Administration is laying paver blocks on sand whereas in the Corporation the purpose of laying paver blocks has defeated by making the whole land concrete.



The Mayor asked the Chief Engineer to explain the position as to how the decision of laying paver blocks on concrete was taken.  She further desired that different yardsticks should not be adopted by the Chandigarh Administration and Municipal Corporation while laying the paver blocks.  


The Chief Engineer informed that grass grew up in case of sand moreover it got pressed down in the rainy season.



Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma said that the same observation was made by them when this proposal was brought before the House but the officers that time said that it would be easier to repair the service lines laid beneath the ground.  He asked why the officers keep on changing their statements as per their suitability without informing the House.  He said that there was no utility of laying paver blocks if the ground is concrete. He further pointed out that the other day he had asked information about the consumption of cement but so far the information has not been received.  



The Chief Engineer explained that both systems have some pros and cons.  The Road Committee has decided to shift the policy pertaining to laying paver blocks on the concrete instead of sand.



Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma said that this was a policy matter which should have been brought before the House or F&CC and Road Committee can not take such policy decision.  

 

The Chief Engineer explained that Sh. Ravinder Singh Pali was the Chairman of the Road Committee and the Committee decided that 40 mm thick paver blocks will be provided in the parks, markets and 60 mm thick paver blocks will be provided on other locations on the concrete.



Dr. A.P.Sanwaria was of the view that with the ecological point of view it would be better if paver blocks are laid on the sand as the rainy water will seep down and it would help in preserving the level of ground water.



Sh. P.K.Mukherjee said that load bearing capacity of the land increases with the number of times the road roller is moved on land.  He was of the view that there should not be any problem if the cycles move on the paver blocks as it should not harm the paver blocks with such a light weight.  He further said that the other day he was passing through Sector 11 where paver blocks were being laid down on the concrete and till 12 O’clock they had used three cement bags for laying concrete.  He guaranteed that if the sample of the concrete are taken they will fail as none of these would pass the desired specification. 



The Mayor requested the members to decide as to what system is to be adopted for laying the paver blocks in future.



Sh. Pardeep Chhabra said that the House members are not technical experts and there are engineers in office which should decide this matter.



The Mayor said that earlier the paver blocks were laid down around the parks and on the road berm keeping in view the increased number of vehicles so that the House owners could park their vehicles on the pavements instead of roads and now we are going to widen the V-6 roads after which the scope of laying paver blocks would be decreased.



The Chief Engineer explained that if we lay paver blocks on sand, grass will certainly grow up and the rain water will also percolate into the ground. On the other hand, if we use concrete even then a thin layer of sand has to be laid to make the level of the ground which will strengthen the pavements and life will be longer.  He requested the House to decide keeping in view the facts.



Sh. Pardeep Chhabra said that when the work of laying paver blocks in V-5 roads was started he was the Chairman of the Road Committee and he personally visited the office of Chief Architect, U.T., Chandigarh and asked the system of laying paver blocks.  He was specifically informed that to facilitate percolation of water into the ground, paver blocks should be laid upto 6’. Earlier the officers used to lay GSB then sand and then paver blocks.   But complaints of growing grass were received in this case when paver blocks were laid on V-6 roads in his Sector which pressed down after some day.  On the complaint, those paver blocks were dismantled and again laid down and again fixed which are still intact.  He was of the view that House can not decide such matters where technical knowledge is required and he desired that this subject should be decided at the level of the officers.  



Dr. Amrit Bolaria was of the view that the version of Sh. Pardeep Chhabra has proved that if the work is got done properly with proper supervision then there is no problem with laying paver blocks on the sand. She said that work is not being done properly as a result methods are being changed which increase the rate.



The Mayor said that keeping in view the sentiments of the members of the House and decision taken by the Chief Architect of U.T. Chandigarh and earlier decision of the House and the incident described by Sh. Pardeep Chhabra that with proper supervision and proper working, the paver blocks will be upto the desired satisfaction level and the officers should take decision in this regard keeping in view the technical specifications.  


Sh. Pardeep Chhabra apprised the House that the paver blocks provided in Sector-17 are on the sand.  



Sh. Ram Lal was of the view that if the durability of paver blocks is kept in view then concrete should be laid beneath the paver blocks.  However, keeping in view the ecological point of view, if sand is laid beneath the paver blocks, then certainly rain water will seep into in the ground, it will be beneficial.  He was of the view that there is no harm to provide paver blocks with concrete in colonies and villages keeping in view durability.  
“The House considered &  unanimously resolved that the rough cost estimate amounting to Rs. 36.94 lac for providing & fixing 60 mm thick interlocking paver blocks on road berm of internal roads of Vikas Nagar, Mauli Jagran, be and is hereby approved.

The House further resolved that the officers should take decision keeping in view the technical specifications for laying paver blocks and keeping in view the life span of the paver blocks and financial implications.  
The House further resolved that policy decision should not be taken by the committees rather than such matters be placed before the House for taking proper decision and once the policy decision has been taken by the House, it should not be changed.”
AGENDA ITEM NO.5


RCE for Construction of 1st floor of Community Centre in Modern Housing Complex, Manimajra. 

The Secretary placed Agenda Item No.5   before the House for consideration.

“The House considered and unanimously resolved that rough cost estimate amounting to Rs.48.09 lac for Construction of 1st floor of Community Centre in Modern Housing Complex, Manimajra,Chandigarh, be and is hereby approved”.

AGENDA ITEM NO.6


RCE for Construction of 1st floor of Community Centre in Pocket No.7, Manimajra.  



The secretary placed Agenda Item No. 6  before the House for consideration.
“The House considered and unanimously resolved that rough cost estimate amounting to Rs.48.09 lac for Construction of 1st floor of Community Centre in Pocket No.7, Manimajra, Chandigarh, be and is hereby approved”.
AGENDA ITEM NO.7

Rough Cost Estimate for widening of V-5 road in Sector 43 A&B, Chandigarh.

The secretary placed Agenda Item No. 7 before the House for consideration.


Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma said that in the agenda it has been mentioned that the the Chief Architect, U.T. had approved in the year, 2006 to widen V-5 roads from 24 ft. to 33 ft. but in some cases approval of Chief Architect is not mentioned in case of V-6.  He was of the view that comprehensive plan should be prepared and pick & choose policy should not be adopted.  


The Chief Engineer said that it is a phased manner programme and all the roads can not be taken up simultaneously.  


The Mayor asked the Chief Engineer that if the approval from Chief Architect was received in the year, 2006, then why the roads were not widened so far.


The Chief Engineer said that 16 sectors have been completed and rest of the sectors are being taken one by one.


Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma said that there is budget allocation of Rs. 425 lac, whereas only Rs. 290 lac has been incurred so far.  He said that if the estimate can not be executed, then approval of the House should not be sought for. He said that a larger chunk of budget will be used in the last month of the financial year.


The Chief Engineer said that the budget allocation of Rs. 425 lac has been revised upto Rs. 304 lac and the said budget will be utilized within this financial year.  Widening of most of the roads has already been completed and the work of carpeting is still to be completed and major part of the funds are utilized in carpeting.
“The House considered and unanimously resolved that rough cost estimate amounting to Rs.57.42 lac for widening of V-5 road in Sector 43 A&B, Chandigarh, be and is hereby approved”.



Sh. Pardeep Chhabra said that earlier it was decided that the ground work on the budget allocations should be started from the month of October but January has passed but no consideration has been given to the budget for the next year.  In the month of February suddenly booklet for the budget estimates for the year 2010-2011 will be placed before the House for approval and members will not be able to go through the budget properly and it will have to be passed itself.


The Mayor stated that in the budget proposals for projects on the recommendation of Councillor  would be called/invited, so that the same could be included.

AGENDA ITEM NO.8


Rough Cost Estimate for Widening of V-6 road in Sector 47 C, Chandigarh.

The secretary placed Agenda Item No. 8   before the House for consideration.

“The House considered and unanimously resolved that rough cost estimate amounting to Rs.70.61 lac for widening of V-6 road in Sector 47- C, Chandigarh, be and is hereby approved”.

AGENDA ITEM NO.9

Providing Multi Media Laser show on water screen along with Ultra Fast action Musical Dancing Fountain at Plaza Sector 17, Chandigarh

The Secretary placed Agenda Item No.9   before the House for consideration.

Smt. Kamlesh read out the contents of the agenda and pointed out that this project belong to Tourism Department and it was decided that this project be given to CITCO who will prepare this project.  In this regard a presentation was also given to the Councillors and it was decided that whenever the funds from the Ministry of Tourism are received, it will be transferred to the Corporation.  She asked why the Corporation should spend so much money for the project of Chandigarh Administration for which fund is to be released by the Government of India.  She said that the Chandigarh Administration has already decided the name of the company which will install the project. She said that whether Chandigarh Administration is authorized to finalize the company and debar the Corporation to invite tenders for such a big project.  
The Mayor said that an agenda pertaining to this project was placed before the House in its 144th meeting held on 31.3.2009, in which it was decided that a presentation be shown to the Councillors, which was shown to them and the then Mayor desired that a Committee of the Councillors be shown the functioning of the laser show physically but Chandigarh Administration said that instead of taking such a big Committee, 2-3 Councillors should go to see the presentation for which a programme was chalked out for 23rd -24th December.  But due to oath ceremony of the newly appointed Governor of Punjab-cum-Administrator, U.T Chandigarh was to be held on that day, the programme was postponed.  
Sh. Pardeep Chhabra said that it is a new concept and the city is developing and there is need to bring such new projects but it is not proper that to promote tourism Corporation should be directed to take up a particular project.  The Corporation is not being given all the functions by the Chandigarh Administration and the officers of the Chandigarh Administration visit Sector-17 and announce various projects at their own level and if the project is not implemented the area residents ask him about the said project.  Therefore, he suggested that at least area Councillor should also be informed about the project to be initiated in his ward.  He suggested that keeping in view the past experience global tender should be floated as the single company recommended by the Chandigarh Administration cannot be acceded to.  He also suggested, if the funds are to be provided by the Corporation then this project should be named as a project of Corporation.



The Commissioner clarified that the Government of India is not going to release any money for the project and the project is to be funded by the Corporation itself.



Sh. Anil Dubey was of the view that the Corporation should not spend such a huge money in this project as there are other works also to be taken up such as Community Centers and Shopping Centers in Mauli Jagran.



The Mayor said that in the next meeting, after the Budget meeting, agenda for Shopping Complex in Mauli Jagran will be brought  as it has already been announced on 26th January, 2010.



Dr. A.P. Sanwaria was of the view that this project will be unique for the city beautiful.  He said that in the past while discussing the agenda for development of Industrial Area, it was assured by the then Commissioner that the funds will be transferred by the Government of India for this project but the funds have not so far been transferred.  However, he was of the view that global tenders be invited to call tenders for this project and single firm as recommended by the Chandigarh Administration should not be allotted this project. 



Sh. P.K. Mukherjee sought justification for spending 3 crore rupees for Computer Software for the project since the fountain space and water already exist there.



The Commissioner said that the Plaza of Sector-17 is a beautiful spot of the city and it is a hub point.  He asserted that the Corporation should spend the money wisely.



The Chief Engineer explained that estimate of Rs.3.72 crores includes maintenance cost for the next 5 years also.  This is a specified job and the detail of the funds to be utilized in this project are given in the agenda.



The Mayor was of the view that the House has decided to go for global tender for this project then there is no question of favoritism to a company or mis-utilization of funds. 
“The House considered and unanimously resolved that the proposal to Provide Multi Media Laser show on water screen along with Ultra Fast action Musical Dancing Fountain at Plaza Sector 17, Chandigarh be and is hereby approved in principle
 The House further resolved that global tender be invited for this project.”


The Commissioner apprised the House that he had a talk with the Secretary of Tourism Department and he said that they will not release any fund for installation of Multi Media Laser show on water screen along with Ultra Fast action Musical Dancing Fountain at Plaza Sector 17, Chandigarh.


The House then resolved that then it should be treated as Municipal Corporation project.


The Mayor announced tea break for 15 minutes and the House re-assumed at 1.20 p.m..

AGENDA ITEM NO.10

Rough Cost Estimate for Construction of Mahila Bhawan, Sector 38, Chandigarh.

The secretary placed Agenda Item No.10 before the House for consideration.
The Mayor said that no details of the project are given in the agenda.  She desired that in future the agenda details should be brought before the House for consideration and decision.

The Superintending Engineer (B&R) informed the General House that the details as per abstract of cost is attached with the agenda.

 “The House considered and unanimously resolved that the Rough Cost Estimate amounting to Rs.1291.53 lac for construction of Mahila Bhawan, Sector-38, Chandigarh, be and is hereby approved.”

AGENDA ITEM NO.11


Rough Cost Estimate for widening of V-5 road and P/F 60mm thick paver blocks on footpath in Sector 42, Chandigarh.

The secretary placed Agenda Item No.11 before the House for consideration.

Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma said that the work of laying of paver blocks on V-4 and V-5 roads was taken up for the pedestrians but it has been observed that the vehicles are being parked on the foot path as a result the purpose of providing paver blocks has been defeated and pedestrians have to come on road and it is a serious issue.  He desired that a solution for this problem should be found out and an agenda in this regard should be brought before the House for appropriate decision.



The Mayor said that the officers should take up the matter administratively and take necessary action to sort out this problem.

“The House considered and unanimously resolved that the Rough Cost Estimate amounting to Rs.96.39 lac for widening of V-5 road and providing and fixing 60mm thick paver block on footpath in Sector-42, Chandigarh be and is hereby approved.”
AGENDA ITEM NO.12



Management of Community Centres.

The Secretary placed Agenda Item No. 12 before the House for consideration and informed the members that similar suggestions were received from Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma, a copy of which has already been distributed to all the Councillors and it should be read as part of the Agenda.



Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma said that a community centre has already been constructed in his sector four months ago but it is not being utilized, therefore, the need to bring the suggestions was felt.  He said that it is difficult to manage the community centre with a small amount of  Rs. 10,000/- which would be collected from the members since other facilities like gym, gardener and safai sevak are to be provided.  The Governing Bodies have virtually failed to manage the community centres properly.  Therefore, the terms and conditions for management of community centres need to be amended and implemented within a specific time period.  



The Mayor was of the view that since the committees are going to be constituted shortly and community centres come within the purview of the Arts, Sports and Culture Committee, therefore, it would be better if this matter is discussed in that committee in consultation with the Area Councillors and the recommendation of the committee should be brought before the House within one month.

“The House considered and resolved that this agenda be considered in the meeting of Arts, Sports and Culture Committee and necessary amendment in the terms and conditions should be made and brought before the House within one month so that the House could consider it and necessary amendment could be made, if required.”
AGENDA ITEM NO.13


Annual Comprehensive Maintenance Contract for three Road Sweeping Machines Model Dulevo 5000 Evolution.

The Secretary placed Agenda Item No.13   before the House for consideration.



Sh. Manjeet Singh pointed that when these machines were purchased it was assured that the manpower will be reduced.  He asked, whether the manpower has been decreased in the areas, where the machines have been working.  He was of the view that if the machines are not in working condition there is no need to enter into maintenance contract.  He suggested that instead of paying 37 lac for maintenance contract, number of employment can be generated for the residents of colonies and villages.  He opposed the approval of agenda.  However, he said that if the majority is in favour of passing the agenda then the concerned officer should give undertaking that the machines will work properly in future.



Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma said that this agenda has been placed before the House 3rd time.  In the last meeting it was decided that all the relevant paper pertaining to the purchase of the machines including amenities of the House will be circulated to all the members.  But the relevant papers have not so far been received.


The Mayor said that she also had written on a file to supply all the relevant papers pertaining to this agenda before the House meeting.  Now the members should decide what to do in this matter.



Sh. Pardeep Chhabra said that as per agenda the maintenance contract was to be allotted in the month of June, 2009 and since then seven months have lapsed but the matter is still hanging fire.  All the machines cost Rs.6 crore and if any machine breaks down then nobody will repair it unless contract is allotted.  He asked why the relevant papers were not being supplied to the members.  He further said that this agenda was initially placed before the Sanitation Committee, which recommended it to the House and after approval of the House machines worth Rs.6 crore have been purchased and now the House should take decision for their maintenance, otherwise these machines worth Rs.6 crore will come to halt and it will not be sensible.  Six months have already lapsed after the expiry of their guarantee period and if the company does not agree for comprehensive maintenance contract then it will be a loss for Corporation.  However, if the House decides that these machines are not required then these will become condemned material.  As the House had itself passed the proposal to purchase these machines then there seems no logic to linger on their maintenance contract.



Sh. Anil Dubey was of the view that till the machines are in good condition, Annual Maintenance Contract should be allotted.  
The MOH informed the House that all the three machines have been running from the date of their purchase till date and now all the machines are running at an average of 8 hour per day. One of the vehicles has covered 2481 hours, second 2617 hours and the third 2531 hours and all of them are working properly since 16.4.2008.  Earlier they used to run 5 hours daily and at present they are running 8 hours per day.



Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma was of the view that when the proposal of purchasing the machines was brought before the House for consideration, it was said that the machines will run at an average of 12 hours per day.  As per his knowledge all the machines are in working condition.  After the passage of time the depreciation cost of the machines will increase and their maintenance cost will increase.  He said that all the facts were not disclosed before the House at the time of placing the agenda before the House.  In addition to Rs.11.00 lac for maintenance, an amount of Rs.1.00 lac is to be paid for the brushes of the machines every year.  He further said that at the time of initiating the agenda, the then MOH Dr. G.C.Bansal had apprised that this machine will suck the leaves from the roads. He asked whether the number of trolleys deputed to pick up the dry leaves from road have decreased.  
Sh. Manjit Singh asked about the detail of average of the machines with consumption of diesel per kilometer.  
Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma pointed out that at Page 82 of the agenda the minutes of 119th meeting of the House have been attached in which no discussion on the machines have been recorded whereas it was discussed in detail and most of the Councillors participated in the debate.  It shows the intention of the officers at that time.  He said that it is an eye opener example for the members of the House.  He was of the view that guidelines of CVC were violated at that time.  He said that the rate of AMC at present is Rs.36.00 lac but after one year if the company ask for Rs.1.00 crore for the AMC then what the Corporation will do?  He was of the view that these machines will prove white elephants for the Corporation. 
The Mayor said that the House had confirmed the minutes in its meeting and it would have been pointed out there and then.  Now the question is that whether House wants to run these machines then CMC should be allotted.



Sh. Jagjit Singh Kang said that this agenda was initially approved by the Sanitation Committee then by the House and accordingly the machines were purchased. It is implied that every machinery require maintenance, he, therefore, suggested that the House should allow AMC for these machines.



Dr. A.P.Sanwaria said that at the time of initiating agenda for the purchase of the machines he was the Chairman of the Sanitation Committee.  He said that these machines are wonderful and they are working not only in Chandigarh but in many countries also. He said that at that time the questions which are being raised today, were not raised in the House.  He said that other cities in India like Delhi and Hyderabad have also purchased these machines and they are working properly there and maintenance of these machines is must.  With the passage of time their depreciation cost will increase and therefore he suggested that CMC be allotted to the company for proper maintenance of the machines.  



Smt. Harjinder Kaur said that the main question before the House is whether these machines are to be run in future or not? At the time of purchase of these machines a technical committee was appointed to go through the aspects of these machines.   So far technical parts of the machines are concerned; it is not the job of the House but of the executive body.  She asked why the responsibility of that technical committee should not be fixed as the House is not at fault  since it was kept in dark and the facts were concealed from the House.  She asserted that they have to think seriously on this issue otherwise in future the House will be taken to astray and crores of public funds may be misutilized.



Sh. Arshad Khan said that NASA spent billions of dollars on APOLLO 13 which returned back after orbiting the moon and returned back due to some technical fault but the intention of the scientists was good as it was a learning curve. The House considered the proposal in the past and approved.  Now it would be absurd to go back and doubt the intention of the officers.    He said that the technology is new and the machines are technically giving some problem and we should go for Comprehensive Maintenance Contract which will cover even the small electronic fault.  It would not be proper to go back and question the purchase of machines.



Sh. Pardeep Chhabra quoted the example of the kiosks at Night Food Street which were earlier auctioned for an amount of Rs.6000/- to Rs.31,000/- per shop per month but the same kiosks earned Rs.85,000/- to Rs.1.21 lac per month as rent.  Similarly, the intention of the office while purchasing the machines was right.  At present, the office should ensure that the machines should work for 12 hours daily for which comprehensive maintenance contract should be allotted.  Seven months have already lapsed after the expiry of the guarantee period of the machines.  Therefore, it needs to be ascertained as to from when the ACMC will start. 
 The MOH informed the House that the ACMC will start from the date of allotment.  
 Sh. Pardeep Chhabra said that the office should allot Annual Comprehensive Maintenance Contract so that every fault in the machines could be removed and the machines could run properly.



Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma reiterated that these provisions were concealed at the time of bringing the agenda.  Had all these facts have been given in the agenda, the House would have given second thought to this proposal.  The MOH wing already have two mechanical machines dumped due to technical fault which are gathering dust.  The office will have to pay Rs.50 lac per annum for the maintenance of these machines which may increase further. Moreover the number of vehicles for collecting the dry leaves has not decreased with the purchase of these machines as told to the House.  He said that when this agenda was brought before the House the executive body had already decided to go for tender without passing of the agenda by the House.  He said that guidelines of CVC have been violated and requested that he should be given one week’s time to prepare a questionnaire for the office and the office should be directed to produce all the record pertaining to this agenda. 
 

 Sh. Arshad Khan questioned whether a machine can work for the life time without maintenance? Whenever a person purchases an equipment, it is implied that the machinery would require maintenance in future.

 

Sh. Jatinder Bhatia said that when the agenda for the purchase of these machines was placed before the House, it was discussed in detail whereas the minutes have been recorded in just two lines.  He said that it was the mistake of the House members who confirmed the minutes without going through it.  Now it is not proper to go into the background of this agenda.  At present the main issue before the House is whether the AMC or CMC should be allotted for the maintenance of these machines.  He was of the view that these machines should run properly.



Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma said that he was not in favour of passing this proposal and desired that all the documents pertaining to the agenda should be supplied to him to prepare the questionnaire in this matter.



Sh. Pardeep Chhabra suggested that comprehensive maintenance contract should be allotted.  However, the office should ensure that the machines run at an average of 12 hours per day. 
“The House considered and resolved that the proposal to give Annual Maintenance Contract for 3 road  sweeping machines Model Dulevo 5000 Evolution to M/s Dulevo India Pvt. Ltd. B-116, Sector-5, Noida, @ Euro 18000 considering 1 Euro=INR 68.5, i.e INR Rs.12,33,000/- per machine,  at a total cost of Rs.36,99,000/- + Service Tax , be and is hereby approved.”

(The value of Euro will be calculated for 18,000/- Euro on the day of releasing order keeping in view the variation)


However, Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma is not  in favour of this.
AGENDA ITEM NO. 14

Privatization of sanitation Services - Revalidation of sanitation contract in respect of outsourced Area for villages, colonies and Sectors.

The secretary placed Agenda Item No.14   before the House for consideration.

The Mayor asked the MOH to clarify for what purpose the agenda has been prepared.
The MOH apprised the House that earlier the contract was allotted for 3 years but afterwards it was reduced to one year keeping in view the financial implications and to build up the pressure on the contractors, so that they could not take for granted that they have contract for two years.  He further said that the persons engaged by the contractor still collect garbage door to door by ringing bell, as such there is no additional financial burden in this way.
Sh. Bhupinder Singh said that other day he checked the record of a contractor and found that all the 10 persons engaged in Village Attawa were shown present as per attendance register, but when he physically checked, 3 persons were found absent and the supervisor showed them marked as absent by making ‘A’ of ‘P’.  He was of the view that the office should supervise and check attendance properly.  However, he was satisfied with the cleanliness being done in villages of his ward.
Smt. Kamlesh said that safaikaramcharies engaged by the contractor were not collecting garbage door to door as a result residents have to engage rehriwalas to collect the garbage on payment but these people do not dispose of collected garbage at proper place and dump the same at an unauthorized place, as a result heaps of garbage gather at one point and she had to call JCB 3-4 times to remove the said malba.  She said that number of persons as shown in the agenda are never found present on the particular area.  The other day, she alongwith with Sh. Resham Chand Jakhu visited the villages and when the list of persons engaged by the contractor was checked, none of them was on duty whereas the persons engaged for the other village were doing duty there.  Sh. Resham Chand Jakhu sent a report to the concerned officer in this regard but no action was taken.  She was of the view that penalty clause should be included in the terms & conditions.  When the Corporation is paying salary for these people, then all should be present on duty and office should check their attendance on regular basis.  
The MOH said that penalty clauses are already there in the terms & conditions and an amount of Rs. 2,91,357/- has already been deducted from the payment of contractors and this fact has been mentioned in the agenda at page 86.  He further apprised that initially this clause was added to sensitize residents of villages & colonies to go for door to door collection.  The residents of villages & colonies also met the officers and requested that door to door garbage collection should not be discontinued and the safaikaramcharies engaged by the contractor should be asked to collect the garbage door to door by ringing the bell.  In case of Dadumajra, the garbage is being picked up door to door and not being dumped at a proper place but on the boundary wall of dumping ground.
Smt. Kamlesh said that door to door garbage is not being collected in Dadumajra neither people have been sensitized properly in this regard as a result people throw garbage here and there.  
The Mayor asked the Councillors to comment on the situation of sanitation in their respective wards one by one.  

Sh. Jatinder Bhatia said that more area has been included in his ward like Sector 48-B & C & D where multi storied complexes have been built-up and therefore, number of safaikaramcharies should be increased for proper sanitation.

The Mayor suggested that some outsourced persons should be deputed in the area which has been allotted to the contractor. She further directed the MOH to visit the area of Sh. Kuldip Singh and Smt. Kamlesh personally and take necessary action to improve the sanitation. 
Sh. Rajesh Gupta said that the regular safaikaramcharies also do not attend their duties regularly, some streets in his ward remained un-attended for weeks.  
The Mayor directed the MOH to assess the sanitation situation in the areas where the regular safaikaramcharies are not as per requirement due to retirement and make necessary proposals and bring in House for discussion.  
Sh. Arshad Khan wondered as to why the office was not ready to go for biometric system to ensure the attendance of the safaikaramcharies despite the fact that office has already outsourced the sanitation service for which an amount of Rs. 7.00 crore has been paid to the contractor regularly.  
Sh. Ram Sumer Morya said that number of safaikaramcharies should be increased in his ward to improve the sanitation condition.

Sh. Rajesh Gupta complained that the sanitary situation in his ward and particularly in Sector-20 & 33 is not satisfactory. Regular Safaikaramcharies do not attend their work properly neither any check or supervision by the Sanitary Inspector is being done.  He said, people time & again approaches him and complain about the sanitation.  He requested to increase the number of safaikaramcharies in his ward.  
The Mayor said that Councillors who have any complaint about sanitary conditions in their respective wards should give in writing to the Chairman of the Sanitation Committee.  

“The House considered & unanimously resolved that the sanitation contract in respect of outsourced area for villages, colonies and Sectors be extended for one year w.e.f. 1.1.2010 to 31.12.2010 on the same terms & conditions and manpower already approved in the 135th meeting of the House held on 27.11.2008.  

The House further resolved that terms & conditions of the contract should be implemented properly.”

AGENDA ITEM NO. 15 


Engagement of Manpower for temporary bird Slaughter House at Industrial Area, Phase I, Chandigarh.

The Secretary placed Agenda Item No.15   before the House for consideration.

“The House considered & unanimously resolved that the proposal to engage manpower for temporary bird Slaughter House at Industrial Area, Phase-I, as per detail given below :-
	S.No.
	Post
	No.
	Salary per month

	1.
	Butchers
	32
	As per Labour Department, U.T. Chandigarh.

	2.
	Safaikaramcharies
	05
	



be and is hereby approved.”

(Total estimated financial implication in accordance with prevailing DC rates of Labour Department, Chandigarh Administration @ Rs.4091.50 per worker will be approx Rs. 1.52 lac per month.)
AGENDA ITEM NO. 16


To set up fire academy in Chandigarh. 

The Secretary placed Agenda Item No.16  before the House for consideration.


Smt. Kamlesh said that a group of Councillors who visited Vadodra, saw National Fire Academy there and discussed the matter with them.  They offered to run the fire academy in Chandigarh on the presently available infrastructure, machinery, manpower etc. without any extra financial burden in this regard.  The officers of the Corporation also visited Delhi to see the fire academy  there.  She was of the view that since the National Fire Academy of Baroda is already running and as per their offer there is no extra burden on the Corporation, then the House should accept the proposal of National Fire Academy, Baroda and start the training centre.


Brig. K.S.Chandpuri (Retd.) was of the view that fire academies are already running in the nearby states of Punjab & Haryana and there is no need to incur huge expenditure on construction of building on 4 acre land.  Moreover, similar academies are also running in other states also.  Therefore, he said that the Corporation should not go for setting up national fire academy.  He said that the fire academy in Vadodara is being run by the Local Self Government and not by the Corporation and there is no prospect of candidates to be trained in this academy.  He said that personally he was not in favour of this academy.  In case, the academy does not attract students for training then the Corporation will have to pay salary of staff and it will be a liability on it and it will be a white elephant.


Dr. A.P.Sanwaria said that he was also not in favour of opening of academy by incurring a huge amount.



Smt. Harjinder Kaur was of the view that if we wish to open an institute, then it should be of par excellence.  She was of the view that instead of spending huge amount on such institute, it would be better if we utilize our strength for providing basic amenities to the city.  


Sh. Arshad Khan said that there are more than 2000 personnel in Fire Wing of New Delhi and as such the Fire Academy of Delhi have sufficient capacity to train firemen.  Whereas the Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh has only 7 fire stations and 220 fire personnel.  The purpose to set up the academy is that after getting the training in the institute, the personnel should get employment, but the fire academies already exist in the neighbouring states and absorption capacity in Chandigarh is very low as we get limited posts in Fire Wing.  So he said that he was not in favour of opening the fire academy.  


Sh. Jatinder Bhatia was of the view that Corporation should pass the agenda and send to the Chandigarh Administration for necessary action.  


The Commissioner read out the contents of the letter received from the President of National Fire Academy, Vadodara and explained that the fire training centre is to be set up with the active assistance of Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh.  


Sh. Pardeep Chhabra  was of the view that the officials of National Fire Academy, Vadodara should be invited to discuss and finalize the modalities for setting up the fire academy and then a detailed agenda should be prepared and discussed.


Smt. Kamlesh said that she had earlier proposed to allow the National Fire Academy of Vadodara to set up fire training centre in Chandigarh for which crores of rupees are not required to be incurred as apprehended by some of the Councillors.  She said that on one hand the Corporation is spending crores of rupees for the beautification of the city and recently the Corporation has passed project on laser show worth Rs.3.00 crore.  On the other hand some of the members are not in favour of setting up of fire academy which does not require so much money.  Rather it would generate employment for the youth of the city.  At present the Corporation first appoint the firemen and then give them training and make payment for their training.  The Corporation will not have to bear the burden of training for fire personnel after setting up the fire academy.   She lamented for lack of farsightedness in respect of the present agenda.  She asked the House to assure her that in the coming 15 years, no fire academy will be set up in Chandigarh and the Corporation will appoint only trained fire personnel and no money will be spent for the training of the fire personnel.  


The Secretary explained that the National Fire Academy of Baroda has asked for all the infrastructure to set up the said fire academy and as such we have to provide all the facilities to them including building, machinery and other infrastructure etc. for which sufficient space is required as training can not be imparted in just two rooms.  Moreover, fire academies are already running in the states of Punjab & Haryana.  He further explained that Fire Wing of all the states impart training to the firemen after recruitment and recruitment is done as per approved recruitment rules.


Sh. Arshad Khan said that the fire officials get training at Fire Academy of Nagpur for their next promotion for which they are waiting for since a long time.  Further, the Fire Wing of Corporation is going to fill up 43 posts now for which 17,000 applications have been received and during the last 10 years only these posts have been advertised.  So he was of the view that since there is no sufficient position to recruit, there is no need to open fire academy.  
“The House considered & unanimously resolved that all the relevant details be collected in consultation with the officials of National Fire Academy, Vadodara and fresh agenda be prepared and brought before the House.”

AGENDA ITEM NO.17
Amendments in the Terms & Conditions of Paid Parking Areas.

The Secretary placed Agenda Item No. 17 before the House for consideration.
Sh. Pardeep Chhabra said that many complaints have been received regarding irregularities in paid parking.  Now this agenda has been placed before the House for consideration for amendments in the terms & conditions of paid parking system.  Whereas he has read an advertisement in newspaper for auction of 5 paid parkings.  He was of the view that if the terms & conditions are to be amended, then these 5 paid parkings should also have been auctioned after proposed amendments in the terms & conditions.  He further suggested that the area Councillor should be consulted before finalizing the amendments.  
The Mayor said that elected Councillors have to face the residents who come with complaints regarding irregularities in the paid parking system.  She said that the paid parking areas, which are to be auctioned, pertains to the wards of Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma, Sh. Pardeep Chhabra & Smt. Harjinder Kaur.  She suggested that if House agrees, this matter be placed before the Finance & Contract Committee in its coming meeting since Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma & Sh. Pardeep Chhabra  are already the members of Finance & Contract Committee and Smt. Harjinder Kaur may also be invited in the meeting as a special invitee to discuss the amendments in the terms & conditions.  
Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma objected that area Councillors are not being involved while taking such policy decision which pertains to the public as the elected Councillors have to face the wrath of the area residents.

“The House considered & unanimously resolved that this agenda be placed before the Finance & Contract Committee in its coming meeting in which Smt. Harjinder Kaur be also invited as a special invitee  to discuss the terms & conditions in detail.”
AGENDA ITEM NO. 18
Request to extend the period for deposit of Development Charges and waiving off interest @ 20% in respect of house of New Darshani Bagh, Manimajra.

The Secretary placed Agenda Item No.18  before the House for consideration.


Smt. Sunita said that the demand of the residents was genuine and requested that their request be accepted. 



The Commissioner apprised the House that letter was sent to the Administration in this regard.  Now a letter has been received from the Chandigarh Administration and the Administration has rejected the proposal.



Some of the Councillors were of the view that the arrears should be recovered in installments instead of lump sum.

“The House considered & unanimously resolved that the arrear of  development charges be recovered from the residents of New Darshni Bagh, Manimajra, in installments.”  
AGENDA ITEM NO.19

Absence of Smt. Rita Sharma, Councillor from 06th January, 2010 to July, 2010.
The secretary placed Agenda Item No.19   before the House for only.
The House took note of leave of absence of Smt. Rita Sharma, Councillor from 6th January, 2010 to July, 2010.
AGENDA ITEM NO.20

Action taken report in respect of non-development agenda items.



The House deferred the agenda item for the next meeting.
AGENDA ITEM NO. 21


Replacement of 72” i/d C.B.D. with 72” i/d R.C.C. pipe NP-3 along the route No.3 behind Bapu Dham Colony, Sec.26, Chandigarh

The Secretary placed Agenda Item No.21   before the House for consideration.
“The House considered & unanimously resolved that the rough cost estimate amounting to Rs. 93.00 lac for replacement of 72” i/d C.B.D. with 72” i/d R.C.C. pipe NP-3 along the route No.3 behind Bapu Dham Colony, Sec.26, Chandigarh, be is hereby approved.”
TABLE AGENDA ITEM NO. 1


To increase height of houses from 34 feet to 44 feet in villages.


The Secretary placed Table Agenda Item No.1 before the House for consideration.


The Mayor informed the House that Sh. Kuldip Singh & other Councillors had submitted two agendas for consideration and approval of the House.  She said that first is regarding the raising the height of houses from 36 feet to 44 feet (excluding 6 feet monty) where the existing passage in front of their houses stands 20-22 feet.  
“The House considered & resolved that the matter be referred to the Chandigarh Administration for consideration and taking necessary decision in this regard.”

TABLE AGENDA ITEM NO. 2



To include the area Councillor in the Building Plan Approval Committee.
The Secretary placed Table Agenda Item No.2 before the House for consideration.
 
  The Mayor apprised the House that the office has already given in writing that the area Councillors will be invited as special invitee in the meetings of Building Plan Approval Committee as and when any building plan is received from residents of a particular village for sanction in BPA Committee.  



 The meeting ended with a vote of thanks to the Chair.
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