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Minutes of 152nd (Adjourned) meeting of

 Municipal Corporation Chandigarh
Date
:    
29.3.2010 

Time
:     
 11.00 a.m.

Venue
:
Assembly Hall,

Municipal Corporation 
New Deluxe Building, Sector -17E, 
Chandigarh - 160017
MINUTES OF 152nd (ADJOURNED) MEETING OF THE MUNICIPAL CORPORATION CHANDIGARH HELD ON 29.03.2010 AT 11.00 A.M. IN THE ASSEMBLY HALL OF THE MUNICIPAL CORPORATION, CHANDIGARH.


The following were present:- 
	1. 
	Smt. Anu Chatrath
	Mayor

	2. 
	Dr. Roshan Sunkaria, IAS
	Commissioner

	3. 
	Sh. Bhupinder Singh 
	Sr. Dy.Mayor

	4. 
	Smt. Sheela Devi
	Dy. Mayor

	5. 
	Sh. Arshad Khan
	Councillor

	6. 
	Sh. M.P.S.Chawla
	Councillor

	7. 
	Brig.(Retd.) K.S.Chandpuri
	Councillor

	8. 
	Dr. A.P. Sanwaria 
	Councillor

	9. 
	Dr. Pam Rajput
	Councillor

	10. 
	Sh. Resham Chand Jakhu
	Councillor

	11. 
	Ar. P.K. Mukherjee
	Councillor

	12. 
	Dr. Neelam Malik
	Councillor

	13. 
	Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma
	Councillor 

	14. 
	Sh. Pardeep Chhabra 
	Councillor

	15. 
	Sh. Vijay Singh Rana
	Councillor

	16. 
	Sh. Harphool Chand Kalyan
	Councillor

	17. 
	Sh. Surinder Kumar Jagota
	Councillor

	18. 
	Sh. Manjit Singh
	Councillor

	19. 
	Sh. Jagjit Singh Kang
	Councillor

	20. 
	Sh. Kuldeep Singh
	Councillor 

	21. 
	Sh. Ram Sumer Morya
	Councillor

	22. 
	Smt. Harjinder Kaur
	Councillor

	23. 
	Sh. Rajesh Kumar Gupta
	Councillor

	24. 
	Smt. Anju Beniwala
	Councillor

	25. 
	Smt. Sarita Devi
	Councillor

	26. 
	Smt. Raj Kumari 
	Councillor

	27. 
	Sh.Ravinder Pal Singh
	Councillor

	28. 
	Sh. Jatinder Bhatia
	Councillor

	29. 
	Sh. Anil Kumar Dubey
	Councillor

	30. 
	Sh. Ram Lal
	Councillor

	31. 
	Smt. Sunita
	Councillor

	32. 
	Sh. P.K. Sharma, HCS
	Secretary


The following Officers of the Municipal Corporation also attended the meeting: -

	1.
	Sh. T.P.S. Phoolka, PCS
	Joint Commissioner

	2.
	Sh. S.K.Bansal
	Chief Engineer

	3.
	Sh. R.K.Goyal
	Superintending Engineer (P.H.)

	4.
	Sh. Mukesh Anand
	Superintending Engineer (B&R)

	5.
	Dr. G.Diwan
	Municipal Health Officer

	6.
	Sh. Desh Raj
	Chief Accounts Officer

	7.
	Sh. Kamal Joshi
	XEN (Elec. Divn.)

	8.
	Sh. Zorawar Singh
	XEN Roads Divn. No.1

	9.
	Sh. Sanjay Arora
	XEN Roads Divn.No.2

	10.
	Sh. Bhupinder Singh
	XEN Roads Divn. No.3

	11.
	Sh. R.S. Bedi
	XEN (P.H. Divn.No.1)

	12.
	Sh. R.S.Ahluwalia 
	XEN (P.H. Divn.No.2)

	13.
	Sh. R.S. Sihag
	XEN (P.H. Divn.No.3)

	14.
	Sh. V.K. Garg
	XEN (P.H. Divn.No.4)




At the outset the Secretary welcomed the Hon’ble Mayor, Hon’ble Commissioner, media persons, distinguished Councillors and colleague officers to the 152nd meeting of the House.


Smt. Sarita Devi pointed out that last time the House was adjourned in protest against the attack on Smt. Raj Kumari Mishra & her family members.  She wanted to know the outcome.


The Mayor apprised the House that some Councillors met the SSP, U.T.  in this concern and the SSP assured that the culprits would be arrested till 9.00 a.m. of 26th March.  But when no arrest were made till 11.00 a.m. on 26th March, so the House was adjourned in protest and now all the accused have been arrested.  She also apprised the House that an inquiry is being conducted under the supervision of Adviser to the Administrator, SSP & I.G. Police, Chandigarh.  She further apprised that before coming to meeting she talked to the SSP and he assured that inquiry is under process and action will be taken against the culprits whosoever.  
AGENDA ITEM NO.1


i)  Confirmation of the minutes of 151st   meeting of the General House of the Corporation held on 19.2.2010 at 11.00 a.m. in the Assembly Hall of the Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh.
The Secretary placed Agenda Item No.1 before the House for confirmation.


Sh. P.K. Mukherjee said that he wanted information on the money spent by the Corporation as to how much , where & when.

The Mayor asked the Commissioner to supply the requisite information.
Sh. Jatinder Bhatia pointed out that at Page No.10, the words “Government of India” from the line No. 5, 7 & 9 be substituted with “Chandigarh Administration”.  He further pointed out that the matter of payment of property tax in respect of sheds in Industrial Area has not been concluded. 

 The Mayor asked Sh. Jatinder Bhatia to obtain the application of such industrialists and the application would be considered by the House Tax Assessment Committee in its meeting and the committee will give its recommendation according to which action will be taken.
Dr. A.P.Sanwaria said that at Page No.3 in 6th line the word “worse than common parks” should be substituted with “like a common park”.  He further pointed out that at Page No.25 in last line one more line at the end be added “He requested the authorities to spread awareness for that.”
Sh. P.K. Mukherjee objected that at page No.20 of the minutes the agenda item No.5 has been approved for Construction of Stainless Steel Bus Queue Shelter at Manimajra at an estimated cost of Rs. 71.62 lac, which is at very high side and it should not be passed.  
The Mayor said that there should not be any doubt in the mind of any Councillor in this matter.  She directed the S.E. (B&R) to satisfy questions of the Councillors, and Sh. Pallav Mukherjee and if any other Councillor still has doubt then it can be re-considered by the House.
Brig. K.S.Chandpuri (Retd.) pointed out that the decision to issue free paid parking sticker to the Martyrs has not been mentioned in the minutes.

The House agreed that the following resolution be included at page 14 of the minutes at the end of para-IV

“The House unanimously resolved that free paid parking stickers should be issued to Blood Donors, who have donated more than 50 times and the dependents of the Martyrs as well as Firemen, who lost their lives for the country while performing their duties.”

Sh. Jatinder Bhatia pointed out that at Page 24 in the para attributed to him at 2nd line the word “Industrial Area, Phase-II” be substituted with the word “Industrial Area, Phase-I & II.  He further said that the 2nd part of the resolution should also be read as under:-

“The House further resolved that the matter be taken up with the 



Chandigarh Administration for release of funds for development of 



Industrial Area, Phase-I and Phase-II, Chandigarh.”
The House confirmed the minutes of 151st meeting of the General House of the Corporation held on 19.02.2010 with the following amendments:-
	Sr. No.
	Page No./Line
	Agenda 
Item No.
	Remarks

	1.
	Page-3
Line-6
	2
	The word “worse than common parks” be read as “like a common park”.

	2.
	Page-10

Line-5, 7, 9
	2
	The word “Govt. of India” be read as “Chandigarh Administration”.

	3.
	Page-14
	Question Hour
	The following resolution be added at the end of 4th para:-
“The House unanimously resolved that free paid parking stickers should be issued to the dependents of the Martyrs as well as Firemen, who lost their lives for the country while performing their duties.”

	4.
	Page-24


	12
	The resolution be read as under:-

“The House considered & unanimously resolved that rough cost estimate amounting to Rs.297.71  lac for Widening & strengthening of internal roads in front of Plot No. 489 – 1066 (marla plot in Industrial Area, Phase – I & II, Chandigarh), be & is hereby approved.
The House further resolved that the matter be taken up with the Chandigarh Administration for release of funds for development of Industrial Area, Phase- I & II, Chandigarh.”



	5.
	Page-25
	13
	The following line be added at the end of the page:-

“He requested the authorities to spread awareness for that”


ii) Confirmation of correction in the minutes 150th meeting of Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh.
The Mayor apprised that in the last meeting at the time of confirmation of minutes the M.O.H. had to leave for some emergency as a result he could not point out the omission in the resolution of agenda item No.13 of 150th meeting of the House held on 29.01.2010.  The House had passed the proposal of annual comprehensive maintenance contract for 3 road sweeping machines model Dulevo 5000 Evolution but in the minutes the work “comprehensive” has been inadvertently omitted.  

The House confirmed the correction in the resolution of agenda item No.13 of 150th meeting of the Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh held on 29.01.2010 and  that the resolution be read as under :- 
“The House considered and resolved that the proposal to give Annual Comprehensive Maintenance contract for 3 road sweeping machines Model Dulevo 5000 Evolution to M/s Dulevo India Pvt. Ltd. B-116, Sector-
5, Noida, @ Euro 18000 considering I Euro=INR 68.5, i.e. INR Rs.12,33,000/- per machine, at a total cost of Rs.36,99,000/- + Service Tax, be and is hereby approved.”



(The value of Euro will be calculated for 18,000/- Euro on the day of 



releasing order keeping in view the variation).
QUESTION HOUR


Sh. Manjeet Singh Chauhan said that recently a scam of 200 bags of cement was highlighted in the newspapers which is insult of Corporation.  He said that there is hierarchy system in the Administration on the basis of which all departments’ functions.  Whenever office perform well, the credit goes to the higher authority, but whenever it does not do well or such bad event happens then joint responsibility should also be fixed.  He asked why indent for two thousand bags of cement was issued within two days.  He said that in his view no such incident had happened earlier.  However, if there is any scam then the officers should also be held responsible for this scam.  He asked why the Chowkidar and Mason who are simply daily wagers, have been victimized.  He demanded that proper inquiry be conducted in this matter and the actual culprits should be punished otherwise the charge-sheet issued to the S.D.O. & J.E. should be withdrawn and the terminated Mason and Chowkidar should also be taken back in service.  He requested the Commissioner to give his view in this matter.


The reply of questionair asked by Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma was distributed to the members of the House on the table and the Mayor asked all the members to go through the reply submitted by the office.


Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma objected that the copy of the questionnaire submitted by him has not been enclosed with the reply and the reply distributed in the House was not authenticated.  He further said that it is routine that the question of the Councillors are being diluted according to the wishes of the officers.  He questioned about sanctity of the House and said that it is a dictatorship and officers function according to their wishes.  He also endorsed the view of Sh. Manjeet Singh Chauhan and said that the officials at the down line are being victimized and officers at the higher posts function at their sweet will.  He further said that officers do not want that the truth should come out and always try to cover up the matters.


The Mayor asked the Chief Engineer to provide a copy of the questionnaire to the members of the House.  She further asked the S.E. (B&R) why the reply was not sent to the Councillors at their residence despite that the reply was ready in the evening of 25th March, 2010.

Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma said that there is no accountability and responsibility at the level of higher officers.  He asked that at serial No.2 he had asked the name of agencies, which participated in this tender.  The office has mentioned the names of 5 firms.  He asked whether only these 5 firms were issued tender documents.

The Chief Engineer replied that there is e-tendering system in the office and anybody can download tenders from the net or can also collect from the office personally.  Only 5 tenders were received in this office.

Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma asked the Chief Engineer regarding the period of completion of the project as per allotment letter and whether the work has been completed in the prescribed period.  He said that while bringing the agendas before the House the members are apprised the brighter part of the project on the pretext that it would beautify the city, but none of the project is completed within the prescribed period.


The Chief Engineer replied that the prescribed period for completion of this project was four months but it being a big project worth more than Rs.2 crore can not be completed within four months.  Replying a question of Mayor, he apprised the House that 10% work of this project has so far been completed.  



Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma asked, who will be responsible for delay in the completion of project and it is strange that only 10% of the work has been executed even after lapse of three months more than the prescribed period for completion of the project?  He was surprised that if such is the situation of the projects pertaining to Sector-17, then what will be the fate of the projects of other parts of the city.  He further said that as per agreement the project was to be executed within four months and after lapse of that period, the office has not given him any extension for the execution of the works and even then the contractor is working at the site.  He further said that at present the agreement is not valid and as such the contractor is not bound to complete the work. He asked the Mayor the present locus-standi of the contractor and technically whether he can be blamed for the theft of the cement.  He said that House is being misled by the officers and facts are being concealed.  


The S.E.(B&R) said that the contractor had applied for extension of  period but the file has not been processed and received by him for approval.


Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma asked whether the officer incharge has submitted a test report of the samples of work done at the site.  He further asked whether any document regarding quality control exercised by the contractor duly authenticated by the officer is available on record?  In absence of authentic document, it can not be said that quality control is being monitored properly.  He said that the poor officials at the down line are being victimized by terminating their services whereas the higher level officers are being shielded.  It seems that after signing the agreement with the contractor there is no responsibility of the officers of the Corporation to check the quality control whether the contractor has used the material as per required specification or not.  He further pointed out that in reply to the question at Sr.No.8, it has been stated that technical consultant has been appointed on 23.11.2009 and formal approval was accorded on 16.3.2010, whereas in reply to question at Sr.No.22, it is being stated that defects have been rectified except relating to appointment of quality control consultant.  He pointed out that as per the manuals, a consultant for quality control is to be appointed by the contractor for the projects more than Rs.2.00 crores before the start of work to ensure the effective quality control and the same clause has been inserted in the agreement and the consultant was required to be appointed before the start of the work and the work is required to be started within 15 days of allotment of work.


The Mayor said that it is clear with the report of the newspaper that the contract was allotted to M/s A.K. Sood Engineers whereas the work was being carried out by M/s Sarvpriya Constructions and the driver of this company was driving the truck carrying the bags of cements which was seized by the Vigilance Department and the matter is under investigation.  She asked the House what type of inquiry is required to be got conducted?  


Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma drew the attention of the House toward the reply of Q.No.14 in which it has been mentioned that only one payment amounting to Rs.28,80,222/- has been made on 16.3.2010.  He said that the work was allotted on 12.10.2009 and no report from the concerned XEN on quality control and work done was received even then the payment was made.  He asked, how the pre & post audit systems are functioning in this office, who overlook such big lapses in the system.


The Mayor said that the work was allotted to M/s A.K. Sood Engineers whereas the work was being carried out by M/s Sarvpriya Constructions at the site which is also a matter of concern and whenever S.E.(B&R) or XEN visit the site of work, the contractor should be asked to be present there.  It is strange that S.E.(B&R) or XEN does not know as to which contractor is working at the site, then how can a Councillor know.  


Sh. Ravinder Pal Singh said that the House keeps on passing the estimates worth crore of rupees in every meeting whereas many projects have not been started even after lapse of two years after passing the estimates.  In this meeting also we are going to pass the estimates worth Rs.30.00 crore and when these projects will be completed nobody knows.  He therefore, suggested that the House should pass the estimates in limit with specific time bound manner.


Smt. Harjinder Kaur said that terminating junior most-officials in this case is totally injustice and a decision in this matter has to be taken at the earliest.  She said that highlight of the scam in the newspaper was a shame for all members of the House.  She asked that responsibility should be fixed from top to bottom.  She further said that the House is going on passing estimates worth crore of rupees but Corporation has become a den of corruption and demanded that the system should be revamped.  She further said that this matter has become a subject matter of discussion in whole city and whenever Councillors talk in favour of the officers, people ask whether we get share.  She demanded that project should be executed in time bound manner and functioning of engineering wing should be streamlined.


Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma pointed out that in reply to question No.10 it has been mentioned that once the cement is issued to the contractor it is responsibility of the contractor to arrange the storage of the cement.  He asked whether the officers of the Corporation are so incompetent or the contractor is such powerful that he used the store of the Corporation unofficially.  He was of the view that Chowkidar can not allow to store the cement without permission of the officers and asked that responsibility of the higher level officers should be fixed.  


The Mayor asked the S.E.(B&R),  why 2000 bags of cement were issued to the contractor when he did not have the storage capacity for those bags.  She further said that an official of Chowkidar level on daily wages basis can not dare to allow unloading of 500 bags of cement without direction from higher level and demanded the reply for this question.


Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma pointed out that in the meeting of F&CC the concerned SDO had explained that 2000 bags of cement were issued in two lots on two consecutive days because at that time the work was in full progress and consumption of cement per day was between 80 to 90 bags. He apprised that at the speed of so much consumption there should have been no cement in the stock of the contractor.


The S.E.(B&R) replied that after change in the zoning plan by the Department of Chief Architect, U.T. Chandigarh, the speed of the work reduced to a large extent, hence cement could not be consumed within time. 


 However, Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma objected on this clarification of S.E.(B&R) and said that it was after thought as this was not stated in the meeting of F&CC earlier.


Dr. Pam Rajput said that the Vigilance is doing its own inquiry, but at the parallel one independent judicial inquiry should be conducted in the whole issue in a time bound manner and the report be placed before the House for information.


Sh. Arshad Khan pointed out that the agency for quality control has not been appointed, as a result, in this case the agreement expired but nobody knew and similarly the payment of bill has been made without compliance report.  The second issue is mismanagement, as a result the cement in such a big quantity was issued to the contractor which was later kept in the store of Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh.  If supply check management & material management would have been in place in Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh, the scam would not have happened.   It is very easy to override the manual system  e.g. accept application in back date and file it on the record.  Therefore, automation of whole system including accounting system, supply check management, material management, production control, quality control etc. is required at the earliest. There is no central repository as a result this scam happened.    He said that since the first meeting of House he attended, he has been raising this issue but nobody bothered. 


Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma further pointed out that he had asked a question at Sr. No. 27 regarding action taken on publication of report of theft of cement bags and the office in its reply has submitted that action has been taken on the officials and terminated the services of Chowkidar & Mason.  He asked whether any inquiry was conducted by the office before taking action against these people and if so the report would have been circulated with the reply.


The Commissioner replied that the Chief Engineer had conducted an inquiry in this regard and asked the Chief Engineer to circulate the report of the inquiry.


Sh. Resham Chand Jakhu said that he had submitted a letter a month ago to the Chief Engineer but reply has not so far been received by him.


The ACMC read out the report of the inquiry.


Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma said that terminating the services of Chowkidar & Mason without affording them an opportunity of being heard is against the natural justice.  He asked whether a regular employee can be suspended without giving him notice of being heard.  He said that the system of the office is totally failure and it is surprising that responsibility of such a big store has been given to an official working on daily wage basis.


Sh. Manjit Singh was of the view that guilty officers are being shielded whereas official at the lower level are being punished for no fault.  He was of the view that termination orders of Chowkidar & Mason should be withdrawn immediately.


Sh. Ram Lal also supported the views of Sh. Manjit Singh and said that the matter should be looked into deeply and officers at the higher level should be held responsibile.


Sh. Pardeep Chhabra  said that the Chandigarh Administration sometime impose its decision on the Corporation whereas the Councillors have to reply the questions of  the public.  Initially, this project was allotted to M/s A.K. Sood Engineers, which was sublet to M/s Sarvpriya Constructions.  Some days ago the contractor of M/s Sarvpriya Constructions Engineers met him and informed that he was running in the loss as the office of the Chief Architect U.T. Chandigarh has changed the zoning plan and added Kota stone and tiles as a result the work has come to halt.  He said that it was also an imposed project in which the area Councillor has not been involved and the Administration changed the zoning plan at its own level.  Earlier the matter of installation of tiles in Sector-17 was also investigated by the CBI.  Similarly, the project of installation of laser show in Sector-17 was also imposed by the Chandigarh Administration without involving the area Councillor in the project which was delayed for four months.  He said that even the Commissioner also attends the meetings of the officers of Secretary level where he can suggest to involve the area Councillor in the project.  Whenever any scam come to light, the Councillors are directly answerable to the public. He said that projects worth crore of rupees are being executed by the Chandigarh Administration as well as the Chandigarh Housing Board, but no such scam came in highlight. Whereas, in Corporation, where public representatives are involved, such scam have come to fore.  He said that it is a serious concern and need to be looked into deeply and therefore higher level inquiry in the scam is must.  He said that on the basis of arrest by the Vigilance the office has terminated the services of two daily wage workers who are lodged in  judicial custody and their children are helpless.  He said that the whole floor area of Sector-17 has been dismantled with JCB and the affected shopkeepers ask him about the consequences as their business is suffering and the work has been stalled.  The area XEN has been repatriated, SDO is on medical leave and there is no quality control & he is not aware as to who has been given charge.  Whenever in the past, the Councillors asked the officers to get the work done departmentally, the officers replied that shortage of staff and there is scope of corruption.  Now if the present tender is cancelled and re-tendered then there is possibility that no contractor would come forward to complete this project on this rate.  He further said that the contractor is also on the run and asked who will complete the work?  He pointed out that in the original plan of Sector-17 prepared by Le Corbusier, the Plaza was proposed up to the Madhya Marg.  There was also proposal of Bridge in Sector-17, Chandigarh.  Some days ago we came to know through the reports of the newspapers that a Bridge is going to be constructed in Sector-17.  The Chandigarh Administration has taken this decision at its own level without involving the area Councillor.  He was of the view that at least the officers of the Corporation should intimate the area Councillor about the decision taken by Chandigarh Administration.  He also requested that he should be shown the revised zoning plan of Sector-17, Chandigarh.


The Mayor asked the House that decision has to be taken on the projects allotted to             M/s A.K. Sood Engineers, which are pending and what action against M/s A.K. Sood should be taken.


Sh. Jagjit Singh Kang suggested that M/s A.K. Sood Engineers should be permanently debarred from participating in the tenders of Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh.  He also suggested that the terminated Mason and Chowkidar should be reinstated in service.


The Mayor asked the Chief Engineer to clarify as to what action can be taken against the Contractor, who has not completed/even started the work even within the allotted period.  She also asked to clarify as upto what period a contractor can be debarred from participating in the tendering process.


The Chief Engineer clarified that a contractor can be debarred for 5 years as per latest guidelines.  He also apprised the House that in case a contractor has not started the work on allotted project within given time he can be served a notice and earnest money can be forfeited.  He further said that so far as the ongoing projects are concerned, the contractor is legally bound to complete the project and if the House wish to withdraw that work from the contractor then loss can be caused to the Corporation. 


The Commissioner suggested that office should go strictly by the clauses of terms and conditions and there should be no relaxation in this regard and system should be followed, otherwise it will cause a loss of lacs of rupees to the Corporation and all the works will be delayed.  He said that proper monitoring of the project should be done and every action should be taken systematically. 

The Mayor announced tea break for 15 minutes, the House re-assembled at 1.45 p.m.


The Mayor said that most of the members are of the view that Mason & Chowkidar are not in such a capacity to allow storage of 500 bags of cement and allow their supply at night without direction of higher level officers.


 The Commissioner asked the Chief Engineer to clarify the position.


The Chief Engineer said that the daily wage workers are not covered under Civil Services Rules.  Till they are in judicial custody they will be treated as absent from duty.  However, the matter will be legally examined through the Law Officer and decision would be taken accordingly.

The Commissioner said that once an order has been passed at his level, it can not be reviewed by him.  However, the higher authority or court of law can decide the matter.

The Mayor was of the view that the sentiments of the House should be conveyed to the Adviser to the Administrator, the next Appellate Authority, that keeping in view the length of 20 years of service of terminated Chowkidar & Mason, their appeal be decided sympathetically.

Sh. Manjit Singh, Sh. Harphool Chand Kalyan, Sh. Ram Lal & some other Councillors  were of the view that the said terminated employees should be taken back in the service on the basis of resolution passed by the House.
i) “The House Considered & resolved that the Administrator, U.T., Chandigarh be requested to get an inquiry conducted from an independent agency in whole episode.  

ii) The House further resolved that M/s A.K. Sood Engineers and M/s Sarvpriya Constructions should be debarred from participating in any tender of the Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh, for next 5 years.
iii) The House further resolved that in case of the tenders allotted to M/s A.K.Sood  Engineers & M/s Sarvpriya Constructions, where work has not been started so far & within allotted time, the tenders be cancelled.
iv) The House further resolved that all the ongoing projects allotted to                      M/s A.K.Sood Engineers & M/s Sarvpriya Constructions be monitored and be cancelled & should be got executed from any other agency for which Commissioner is authorized to take necessary decision in the matter and re-tendering process should be completed within 15 days without waiting for the confirmation of the minutes.

v) The House further resolved that the sentiments of the House should be conveyed to the Adviser to the Administrator the next Appellate Authority, that keeping in view the length of 20 years of service of terminated Chowkidar & Mason, their appeal be decided sympathetically and the moment they come out, they should be taken back in service .”
AGENDA ITEM NO.2
Question/Answer

Q.No.1 By Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma

Q.No.2 By Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma


The Secretary placed Agenda Item No.2 before the House for consideration.

The House deferred the questions for discussion in the next meeting of the House.
AGENDA ITEM NO. 3


Rough Cost Estimate for Widening & Carpetting of V-5 road along with paver blocks on footpath in Sector 51, Chandigarh.

The Secretary placed Agenda Item No.3 before the House for consideration.
The Mayor said that the condition of roads in Sector-50, 51 & 52 is deplorable which needs immediate re-carpetting.
Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma pointed out that at page No.47 of the agenda, the description of work is mentioned in packages 1 to 4, which is a new concept and it seems that the work has been split up and the work coming within the purview of the committee has been usurped. 
Sh. Ravinder Pal Singh pointed out that earlier it was decided to provide paver blocks on both sides of the roads but in some sectors paver blocks are being provided only on one side.  The Commissioner had directed the S.E.(B&R) to prepare estimates for both sides but the estimates are still awaited.
Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma further pointed out that all the three Road Wings of the Corporation are applying different policies and parameter in their respective areas.  He said that in Sector-11 on V-4 roads chequered tiles have been provided, in Sector-10, plain tiles have been provided, whereas in Sector-9 paver blocks have been provided.
The Commissioner apprised the House that it is not splitting of the estimates but these are different components of the same estimate.  It has been done to avoid multi tenders, proper supervision & co-ordination between different wings of the Corporation.  There will be single tender for all the components.
The Mayor asked the Chief Engineer to explain the reason to split up the estimates in packages of single tender with a view to bring them out of the purview of Committees.

The Chief Engineer explained that it is the decision of the House that composite estimates should be prepared to get the work expedited.  He further said that different tenders are to be invited for different packages since these are specialized jobs and the contractor for shifting of light poles can not shift the road gullies and so on.
Smt. Harjinder Kaur pointed out that even the officers are not clear about the policies being adopted by the Corporation.  Till 2007 it was practice to provide paver blocks on both sides of V-5 roads which was implemented in Sector-34 & 22, but when the estimate for Sector-35 came before the Roads Committee for consideration, the estimate was delayed for 7 months on the plea that policy decision is to be taken for providing paver blocks on both sides of the roads.
Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma pointed out that in Agenda Item No.3, 11 & 12, 21 different criteria is being adopted by the different wings of the Corporation.  He further pointed out that different tar coat is being applied by different wings, somewhere it is 0.03 kg./sqm and somewhere it is 0.05 kg/sqm. Similarly somewhere the grade of bitumen is being applied 80/100 & somewhere it is 60/70.
The Mayor directed the Chief Engineer to adopt uniform criteria in all the roads wings.
“The House considered &  unanimously resolved that the rough cost estimate amounting to Rs. 94.60 lac for Widening & carpetting of V-5 road along with paver blocks on footpath in Sector 51, Chandigarh, be and is hereby approved.

AGENDA ITEM NO. 4


Rough Cost Estimate for Widening & carpetting of V-6 roads of Sector 51-A, Chandigarh.

The Secretary placed Agenda Item No.4 before the House for consideration.

“The House considered &  unanimously resolved that the rough cost estimate amounting to Rs. 76.79 lac for Widening & carpetting of V-6 roads of Sector 51-A, Chandigarh, be and is hereby approved.
AGENDA ITEM NO. 5


Rough Cost Estimate for P/F 60mm thick paver blocks on berms around balance parks in Sector 19, Chandigarh.

The Secretary placed Agenda Item No.5 before the House for consideration.

“The House considered &  unanimously resolved that the rough cost estimate amounting to Rs. 40.87  lac for P/F 60mm thick paver blocks on berms around balance parks in Sector 19, Chandigah, be and is hereby approved.
AGENDA ITEM NO.6


Rough Cost Estimate for P/F 60mm thick paver blocks around the parks in Sector 45 A, C & D, Chandigarh.
The Secretary placed Agenda Item No.6 before the House for consideration.

“The House considered &  unanimously resolved that the rough cost estimate amounting to Rs. 38.24 lac  for  P/F 60mm thick paver blocks around the parks in Sector 45 A, C & D, Chandigarh, be and is hereby approved.

AGENDA ITEM NO.7


R.C.E. for Widening and P/L 25mm thick SDBC on internal roads of Ram Darbar, Phase-II, Chandigarh.

The Secretary placed Agenda Item No.7 before the House for consideration.

“The House considered &  unanimously resolved that the rough cost estimate amounting to Rs. 74.79 lac for Widening and P/L 25mm thick SDBC on internal roads of Ram Darbar, Phase-II, Chandigarh, be and is hereby approved.

AGENDA ITEM NO.8


R.C.E. for Concrete flooring in streets of Ram Darbar, Phase-I, Chandigarh.

The Secretary placed Agenda Item No.8 before the House for consideration.

“The House considered &  unanimously resolved that the rough cost estimate amounting to Rs. 121.64 lac for Concrete flooring in streets of Ram Darbar, Phase-I, Chandigarh, be and is hereby approved.

AGENDA ITEM NO. 9



Rough Cost Estimate for Widening of V-6 road in Sector 40 A, Chandigarh. 

The Secretary placed Agenda Item No.9 before the House for consideration.

“The House considered &  unanimously resolved that the rough cost estimate amounting to Rs. 127.04  lac for Widening of V-6 road in Sector 40-A, Chandigarh, be and is hereby approved.
AGENDA ITEM NO. 10

Rough Cost Estimate for Widening of V-6 road in Sector 40 C, Chandigarh.

The Secretary placed Agenda Item No.10 before the House for consideration.

“The House considered &  unanimously resolved that the rough cost estimate amounting to Rs.102.20  lac for Widening of V-6 road in Sector 40 C, Chandigarh, be and is hereby approved.

AGENDA ITEM NO.11

Rough Cost Estimate for Widening of V-5 road in Sector 36 A, B,C&D, Chandigarh.

The Secretary placed Agenda Item No.11 before the House for consideration.

“The House considered &  unanimously resolved that the rough cost estimate amounting to Rs. 95.07 lac for Widening of V-5 road in Sector 36 A ,B, C&D, Chandigarh, be and is hereby approved.

AGENDA ITEM NO.12


Rough Cost Estimate for Widening of V-5 road in Sector 24-A, B, C & D, Chandigarh. 

The Secretary placed Agenda Item No.12 before the House for consideration.

“The House considered &  unanimously resolved that the rough cost estimate amounting to Rs. 97.84 lac for Widening of V-5 road in Sector 24-A, B, C & D, Chandigarh, be and is hereby approved.

AGENDA ITEM NO.13

Providing of Insurance Facility to the operational staff of Fire and Emergency Services, MC, Chandigarh. 
The Secretary placed Agenda Item No.13 before the House for consideration.
“The House considered &  unanimously resolved that the proposed Insurance facility be provided to the operational staff of Fire & Emergency Services, Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh as per detail mentioned below :-

	
	Category
	Amount

	In case of Death
	Firemen/Leading Firemen/Sub Fire Officers
	Rs. 7.50 Lac

	In case of Permanent Disability
	Firemen/Leading Firemen/Sub Fire Officers
	Rs. 7.50 Lac

	Partial Disability
	Firemen/Leading Firemen/Sub Fire Officers
	Rs 5.00 Lac

	Medi Claim
	Firemen/Leading Firemen/Sub Fire Officers
	Rs 2.50 Lac

	In case of Death
	Station Fire Officers/Chief Fire Officer
	Rs. 10.00 Lac

	In case of Permanent Disability
	Station Fire Officers/Chief Fire Officer
	Rs 7.50 Lac

	Partial Disability
	Station Fire Officers/Chief Fire Officer
	Rs. 5.00 Lac

	Medi Claim
	Station Fire Officers/Chief Fire Officer
	Rs 2.50 Lac


 be and is hereby approved.”
AGENDA ITEM NO.14 

Proposed amendment in the existing notification regarding Impounding of stray cattle in U.T. Chandigarh.  
The Secretary placed Agenda Item No.14 before the House for consideration.
Sh. Manjit Singh drew the attention of the House towards Clause No.1 proposed to be incorporated in existing Cattle Trespass Act, 1871 and objected that increase of fine is justified but the provision of auction of the cattle is unjustified.
The Mayor proposed that since the cattle in villages merged with the Corporation in the 2nd phase are yet to be shifted, the cattle impounded within the boundary of those villages should not be auctioned.
“The House considered & unanimously resolved that the following amendments be incorporated  in the existing fine & feeding charges :-
	Sr. No.
	
	Category of Cattle
	Rate of fine for whole of the Municipal area, Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh.


	Rate of fine proposed for whole of the Municipal area, Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh.

	1.
	
	Sheep, Lamb, Goat or kid
	Rs.350/-
	Rs.700/-

	2.
	
	Camel, Horse, Mare, Pony, Mule, Donkey and Pig.
	Rs.1000/-
	Rs.2000/-

	3.
	a)
	Buffalo
	Rs.2000/-
	Rs.4000/-

	
	b)
	Cow
	Rs.1500/-
	Rs. 3000/-

	4.
	
	Bull, Bullock, Heifer
	Rs.1000/-
	Rs.1500/-

	5.
	
	Calf including calf fed on mother’s milk
	Rs.350/-
	Rs.700/-

	6.
	
	Piglet
	Rs.450/-
	Rs.900/-

	7.
	
	Any other animal
	-
	Rs.2000/-



The House further resolved that the feeding charges for the impounded cattle in respect of category mentioned at Sr.No.1,2,5,6 & 7 shall be Rs. 100/- (one hundred only) per day and Rs. 300/- per day for category at Sr. No. 3 & 4 .

The House further accorded approval to incorporate the following provisions :-

1. The cattle will be released to the owner against fine twice only and subsequently the cattle if impounded will be auctioned. 
2. The Sub Divisional Magistrates be requested to initiate action against the cattle owners who let loose their animals under relevant provisions of law. 

The House further resolved that the cattle impounded within the boundary of villages merged with the Corporation in 2nd phase shall not be auctioned,
be and is hereby approved.”
AGENDA ITEM NO.15



Fact finding Inquiry report in respect of: 

1. Widening of V-6 roads, Sector -8 A, B & C, Chandigarh

2. Construction of Hall in Ground Floor, Lobby and Mini Hall  in First Floor and renovation of existing Community Centre Building, Sector 8, Chandigarh.
The Secretary placed Agenda Item No.15 before the House for consideration.
Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma pointed out that documents have not been attached with the inquiry report and demanded that the complete inquiry report along with documents should be placed before House.

“The House considered and deferred the matter for next meeting with 


observation that the inquiry report along with all the relevant documents 

be placed before House in next meeting”.

AGENDA ITEM NO.16


Management of Community Centres - Report of Arts, Culture and Sports 
Committee.
The Secretary placed Agenda Item No.16 before the House for consideration.
The Mayor apprised the House that Brig. K.S.Chandpuri (Retd.) is the Chairperson of the Arts, Culture and Sports Committee and he has submitted his report, which is for information of the House.

Brig. K.S.Chandpuri (Retd.) said that in earlier meeting of the House it was decided that the Community Centres should be managed by the Governing Committees, which may further have a Sub Committee for managing the day-to-day functioning of the Community Centres.  He said that the facilities available in various Community Centres are of different nature since some Community Centres have been renovated, whereas some are yet to be renovated.  He requested that more time should be given to the Committee so that all the Community Centres could be visited and a detailed proposal could be submitted.
The Mayor requested Brig. K.S.Chandpuri (Retd.) to visit all the Community Centres including the villages and colonies and categorize them according to the facilities and area available and submit report accordingly within a month.

Brig. K.S.Chandpuri (Retd.) requested that all the members of the Committee should be asked to accompany him.

The Mayor requested all the members of the Arts, Culture and Sports Committee to accompany Brig. K.S.Chandpuri (Retd.) and visit all the Community Centres situated in the villages, Sectors and Colonies and categorize them and submit report within one month.  
“The House considered & resolved that all the members of Arts, Culture & Sports Committee shall visit all the community centres located in various sectors, villages, & colonies & categorize them according to their area, facilities available there and submit report within one month.”
AGENDA ITEM NO.17       


Procurement of dry fodder/green fodder for the stray cattle  impounded at Cattle Pound, Indl. Area-I and Gaushalas in Sector 45 and Maloya, Chandigarh.
The Secretary placed Agenda Item No.17 before the House for consideration.



Sh. Pardeep Chhabra  apprised the House that he received a telephonic call from public that cattle in Gaushala in Sector-45, were not getting sufficient drinking water.


The MOH clarified that due to low water pressure there was some shortage of water for 15 days but sufficient water was arranged through water tanker.


The Mayor was of the view that since the supply of water is the function of Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh, there should not be any shortage of water for the cattle in the Gaushalas. Proper arrangement of water should be made in future & such matter should not go to the public.
“The House considered & resolved that proposal to purchase 10,000 Qtl. dry fodder (Turi) from M/s Manav Enterprises, 366, 3B1, Mohali @ Rs.480/- per Qtl. from March to August and Rs. 551/- per Qtl. from September to February (total cost Rs. 51,55,000/-) and 5000 Qtl. chopped green fodder from M/s Rubi Jain, 374, Industrial Area, Phase-II, Panchkula @ Rs.310 per Qtl. from March to August & Rs. 298/- per Qtl. from September to February (total cost Rs. 15,20,000/-)  including loading /unloading at both sides, be and is hereby approved.”
AGENDA ITEM NO.18

I)   
Acceptance of alternates for construction of over bridge in Sector 17 A & B 
on the K.C. – Anand Theatre approach road.

II) Levying of Departmental charges – Construction of over bridge on K.C. – Anand Theatre Road. 
The Secretary placed Agenda Item No.18 before the House for consideration.



Sh. Pardeep Chhabra said that Chandigarh Administration has sent two drawings for construction of over-bridge in Sector-17, Chandigarh and now the acceptance of the House is being sought.  He said that Sh. Pawan Kumar Bansal, M.P.  had pointed out in a meeting of the House that the Chandigarh Administration charges 3% as departmental charges only for preparation of plan for which lac of rupees are being paid to the Chief Architect Department.  He asked the relevancy of payment of 3% departmental charges + service tax to the Architect are Department for preparation of drawings as the Architect Department is a part of Chandigarh Administration and they are getting salary from their department.  He further said that if the 74th Amendment is implemented, the Architect are department would also be part of Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh.
“The House considered & resolved that in principle Alternate-I for  construction of over bridge in Sector 17-A & B on the K.C. – Anand Theatre approach road, be and  is hereby approved.”
However, the House rejected the proposal to issue payment of 3% departmental charge plus  service tax for the Architectural drawings to the Chandigarh Administration.
 AGENDA ITEM NO.19


Widening and strengthening of road from Bhushan Factory to Plot No.212 in Indl. Area Ph-I, Chandigarh.


The Secretary placed Agenda Item No. 19 before the House for consideration.

“The House considered &  unanimously resolved that the rough cost estimate amounting to Rs. 89.31 lac for Widening and strengthening of  road from Bhushan Factory to Plot No.212 in Indl. Area Ph-I, Chandigarh, be and is hereby approved.

The Mayor announced lunch break at 3.00 p.m. & House re-assembled at 3.30 p.m.
AGENDA ITEM NO.20

Impediment in effective Execution of Development Works of Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh.
The Secretary placed Agenda Item No.20 before the House for consideration.
Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma said that Councillors have been receiving information from the public as well as officials that notices for violation of advertisement are being issued by Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh.  When the matter was inquired, it came to light that the Finance Secretary, Chandigarh Administration has authorized the ACMC to check the violation under Advertisement Act and the ACMC has deputed the staff of the Corporation upto the level of SDE for the issuance of notices for violations.  As a result, the work of B&R wing of the Corporation has slowed down.  He pointed out that the function of Control of Advertisement has not been transferred to the Corporation, moreover, income from this function has reduced to merely Rs.10.00 lac for which whole staff of the road wing has been engaged.  The supervisory staff has to look after other works also in addition to several court cases and the job assigned to them by their respective wings.  He requested the House to decide that the staff of the Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh should not be deputed for the function which has not been transferred to it or order of the Chandigarh Administration in such matter should be placed before the House for taking appropriate decision.  He read out an office order issued under the hand of Assistant Commissioner, M.C. Chandigarh and said that the development works have been hampered and supervision is not upto the required level.
Sh. Pardeep Chhabra  said that due to this order, the officials at the level of J.E. & SDE are under pressure and they can not devote sufficient time to their actual job as they are busy in issuing notices & removing the boards.  In this situation, there will certainly be some lapse on the part of the officials and for which they will be held responsible.  He further said that there are two Executive Engineers in Chandigarh Administration with supporting staff & infrastructure from whom the Administration can get the job done.
The Mayor said that with such a pressure of work there is possibility of lapse in supervision and can cause scams.   She said that in future any such order of the Chandigarh Administration be placed before the House for implementation.  She was of the view that Chandigarh Administration has sufficient staff and this function should also be get done from them at their own level.  She asked the Assistant Commissioner better to withdraw the orders issued by him in this regard and apprise the sentiments of the House to the Chandigarh Administration that after the scam of cement, Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh will not allow its officials to perform the duties for the functions, which have not been transferred to it.  

Assistant Commissioner assured the House that the order will be treated as suspended with immediate effect.
“The House considered &  unanimously resolved that the staff of the Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh shall not be deputed for the functions, which have not been transferred to it and the Chandigarh Administration should be conveyed the sentiments of the House and the office orders issued by Assistant Commissioner be withdrawn.  
The House further resolved that in future if any such order is issued by the Chandigarh Administration, it should be placed before the House for information before its implementation.

AGENDA ITEM NO.21


Rough Cost Estimate for Widening of V-5 road in Sector 23-A,B & C,  Chandigarh. 

The Secretary placed Agenda Item No.21 before the House for consideration.
The Mayor asked the S.E. (B&R) to ensure that in future uniform policy be adopted in all the wings of the Corporation.
“The House considered & unanimously resolved that the rough cost estimate amounting to Rs. 63.18 lac for Widening of V-5 road in Sector 23-A,B & C,  Chandigarh, be and is hereby approved.

AGENDA ITEM NO.22



Rough Cost Estimate for Development of green belt in Sector- 41, Chandigarh. 

The Secretary placed Agenda Item No.3 before the House for consideration.

“The House considered &  unanimously resolved that the rough cost estimate amounting to Rs. 74.99 lac for Development of green belt in Sector- 41, Chandigarh, be and is hereby approved.

AGENDA ITEM NO.23



Construction of Sewage Treatment Plant of 50 MLD capacity at 3 BRD Complex, 
Chandigarh.
The Secretary placed Agenda Item No.23 before the House for consideration.
“The House considered &  unanimously resolved that rough cost estimate amounting to Rs. 40.16 crore for construction of Sewage Treatment Plant of 50 MLD capacity at 3 BRD Complex, Chandigarh, on SBR Technology be and is hereby approved.”
AGENDA ITEM NO.24


Rough Cost Estimate for construction of Community Centre in Reh.Colony Palsora, Sector 56, Chandigarh. 

The Secretary placed Agenda Item No.24 before the House for consideration.
Sh. Manjit Singh pointed out that in colonies no project under MPLAD has been executed.  He said that in Sector-51, 52 and 53 no green belt has been developed and in Sector-53, 54 and 55, where most of the colonies are located, no community centre has been constructed.  He said that the XEN (Road-I) Sh. Zorawar Singh misled the House for 3 years but he approached the Commissioner and apprised the position in detail, he directed the concerned officers to make estimates and as result this estimate is before the House.  He thanked the Commissioner, Chief Engineer, S.E. (B&R) and especially XEN (Road-III), Sh. Bhupinder Singh for taking personal interest and preparing the estimate. 


Sh. P.K.Mukherjee said that there is lot of difference in the two estimates for construction of a Community Centre one in Sector-56 for Rs.1.00 crore and another in Sector-49C for Rs. 254.00 crore.  He asked the reasons for so much difference in estimates.  He pointed out that we are going for obsolete design, technology and none of the government building is energy conscious and environment friendly and there are ‘Griha Standards’ from Govt. of India which should be followed.  


The Commissioner was of the view that the Community Centres are for the benefit of the community and every type of facility should be provided to them and there should be no compromise in the quality.

 
“The House considered & unanimously resolved that the rough cost estimate amounting to Rs.109.00  lac for construction of Community Centre in Rehabilitation Colony, Palsora, Sector 56, Chandigarh, be and is hereby approved.”
AGENDA ITEM NO.25


Approval of Bid Documents for G.P.S (Global Positioning System) based automatic vehicle tracking system for the vehicles of Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh.
The Secretary placed Agenda Item No.25 before the House for consideration.


Sh. Arshad Khan drew the attention of the Mayor towards her inaugural speech in which provision was announced for comprehensive GIS & GPS system in Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh.  The data collected in the GPS can be used in GIS.  He pointed out that whenever an equipment is proposed to be purchased in any wing of the Corporation, it is referred to the concerned committee for initial consideration.  He was surprised to know that a software for e-governance has been installed in Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh with a huge budget but he was not informed about it.  Though he was happy that the software for which he was demanding for the last 3-4 years has been installed, yet these are technical issues in which services of Nominated Councillors, who are eminent and experienced in their field, could be availed.  There is Empowerment Committee to assist the Mayor which could have been involved in this issue before finalization 


The Assistant Commissioner apprised the House that the project of e-governance was placed before the House for approval which was rejected, then it was referred to the Govt. of India which approved the project.  Now a meeting is scheduled to be held tomorrow to finalize the project.  The funds have been released by Govt. of India.


Sh. Pardeep Chhabra took strong objection on the statement that funds belong to Government of India.  He said that each penny received by the Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh belongs to it.


The Commissioner apprised the House that a detailed note on e-governance will be placed before the House in its next meeting.  He invited Sh. Arshad Khan as special invitee in the meeting to be held the next day for finalization of the project of e-governance.


The Mayor appreciated the views of Sh. Arshad Khan and said that there is no harm in availing their expertise if they are ready to offer since Nominated Councillors have been sent to House to guide the House in its functioning.


Sh. Arshad Khan said that this bid document should not be passed till discussion is not held on it.  He further suggested that a committee of 4-5 members be constituted to go through the bid documents & discuss in detail.


The Mayor announced a committee consisting of the following members to discuss the scope of the bid documents and give its recommendations in the next meeting of the House :-

1.
Sh. Arshad Khan

-
Chairman


2. 
Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma
-
Member


3.
Sh. Pardeep Chhabra

-
Member


4.
Sh. Jatinder Bhatia

-
Member


5.
Smt. Harjinder Kaur

-
Member



S.E.(B&R) will be the convener of the Committee. 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 26

Rough Cost Estimate for Construction of Community Centre in Sector 49 C, Chandigarh.
The Secretary placed Agenda Item No.26 before the House for consideration.

“The House considered &  unanimously resolved that the rough cost estimate amounting to Rs. 254.42 lac for Construction of Community Centre in Sector 49 C, Chandigarh, be and is hereby approved.”
SUPPLEMENTARY AGENDA ITEM NO. 1


Review of Bye Laws titled as “Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh (Disposal of 


Construction Material Malba and Debris) Bye-Laws, 2005”.
The Secretary placed Supplementary Agenda Item No.1 before the House for consideration.
The Mayor said that people renovate their Houses and ask a Rehriwala to remove the malba in front of their Houses, who throw it along a boundary-wall of nearby school, park, green belt etc.  If this practice continue, Chandigarh cannot be made a malba free city.  Therefore it was proposed that a Special Wing with machinery should be set up so that such malba could be dumped at low lying areas, which are yet to be developed and make the city malba free.  She requested the Councillors to give their suggestions how the problem of malba can be solved.

Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma said that this issue was earlier raised in the House and JCB along with a Tipper and trucks, was provided only for this purpose.  He asked the status of the machinery whether it was being utilized for the purpose it was provided.

The Mayor said that in the year 2005 the House in its meeting, in which Sh. Pawan Kumar Bansal, M.P. was also present, decided to setup Special Cell with machinery especially to dump the Garbage at proper places but it is a surprise that the Cell is not functioning at present.

Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma said that in the present agenda there is proposal to enhance the penalty for throwing the malba at the places other than the designated places.  He asked whether Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh is ready to give the facility to the people, who wish to avail it on payment by providing the requisite infrastructure.  He said this system was started but it has been discontinued without information of the House.  
The Mayor apprised that the agenda has been placed before the House on her note whereas the House had passed the bye-laws for disposal of construction material in the year 2005 and none of the officer is aware as and when this function was discontinued.  Had she not sent a note in this regard the present members of the House would not have come to know whether such bye-laws exist.
Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma asked if the decision of the House is to be discontinued by an official then there is no need to pass this agenda.
Sh. Jatinder Bhatia was surprised to know that a Special Branch created for this purpose is defunct, where special machinery along with labour was provided for this purpose.  The main purpose to set up cell was to facilitate the people to throw the malba at proper place.  At that time a special telephone number was given to public through which a person could have requisitioned the JCB or Tipper and charges were received according to the quantity of malba.  This concept was very successful and people utilized it and for some time and the malba was being dumped at proper place but it was surprising that concept was discontinued by the office.
The Mayor said that in recent past she received requests from the Councillors to send Tippers in their wards for 3-4 days to remove malba but when she asked the concerned officers it came to light that this practice has been discontinued and that’s why she had to sent a note to prepare agenda in this regard.  She suggested that two toll free numbers should be acquired and published in the newspapers so that people could avail the services of the machinery against charges.  There is also need to enhance the penalty in case of default and even the rehris used to throw malba at the places other than designated can be seized and officers of the Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh should be authorized to challan the defaulters on the spot.
Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma pointed out that the local M.P. had informed the Hon’ble Prime Minister that a scheme namely “Dial a Debri” has been started to remove the malba from the city which was appreciated by the P.M.
The Commissioner apprised the House that last year a sustained campaign was initiated by the Corporation to remove the malba from the city by hiring the trucks and in this campaign 4500 trucks of malba was removed.  This matter has been discussed at the level of Administration regularly in which it was decided that responsibility to remove malba from V-3 roads is with Chandigarh Administration and rest of the roads and the city come under the purview of the Corporation.  He suggested that the Corporation should start similar campaign through outsourcing as the machinery purchased for this purpose would be a permanent liability.  
The Mayor opposed the concept of outsourcing and said that a special cell to remove malba shall be created in Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh since the people are ready to avail this facility against payment. 
Sh. Arshad Khan said that Corporation is going to obtain two toll free numbers to facilitate the public through which they can requisition the services of malba cell.  But, the toll free numbers can be obtained through PSDL Lines which are very dedicated lines through which toll free numbers will be allotted.  He suggested that there is a component of complaint management in e-governance system through which the complaints can be received from public and sent to the concerned officers.

“The House considered & resolved that the matter pertaining to removal 

of malba and 
revision of fine in bye-laws shall also be examined by the 


5 members committee constituted in Agenda Item No.25 and submit its 


recommendation to the House for approval”. 
SUPPLEMENTARY AGENDA ITEM NO. 2



Rough Cost Estimate for widening & carpeting of V-5 roads, Sector-50, Chandigarh.
The Secretary placed Supplementary Agenda Item No.2 before the House for consideration.

“The House considered & unanimously resolved that the rough cost estimate amounting to Rs. 102.68 lac for widening & carpeting of V-5 roads, Sector-50, Chandigarh, be and is hereby approved.

SUPPLEMENTARY AGENDA ITEM NO. 3
Making arrangements for fixing of water meter in rehabilitated colonies, Manimajra & villages where water at present is being supplied on flat rate basis in Chandigarh.
The Secretary placed Supplementary Agenda Item No.3 before the House for consideration.
“The House considered & unanimously resolved that rough cost estimate amounting to Rs. 227.16 lac for making arrangements for fixing of water meter in rehabilitated colonies, Manimajra & villages where water at present is being supplied on flat rate basis in Chandigarh, be and is hereby approved.”
SUPPLEMENTARY AGENDA ITEM NO. 4



Status of Garbage Processing Plant.

The Secretary placed Supplementary Agenda Item No.4 before the House for consideration.
Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma thanked Sh. Pardeep Chhabra, Ex-Mayor who constituted a committee to look into matter of garbage processing plant and the members of the Committee authorized the Chairman to consolidate the proceeding of the Committee and to prepare report on the plant.  The report was prepared totally on the basis of documents supplied by the office of MOH through Project Officer.  Sometime it was felt that something is being concealed since the required documents were not supplied in time.  He thank the House for getting the documents.  He further said that the Commissioner issued a notice to the company on non-performance of the plant but matter was not discussed deliberately as he did not want that impression should go to the public that there is difference of opinion between the executives and councillors.  Giving rest to all the matters, he thanked Commissioner for taking action against the garbage processing plant keeping in view the problems being faced by the residents of the city without succumbing to the pressure.  He said that he stands by each word and line of the report he prepared and submitted to the House and if anybody wished to ask any question or clarification on the report, he was ready to reply.  He waited for sometime, no member from the House and officer/official asked any question.  However, the next course of action is to be decided now since the plant is not functioning for the last one & half year.  
Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma further clarified that no one is against the plant and technology, we are concerned about the non-installation of machinery as per DPR and non-functioning of plant and foul smell, which is emanating from the House.
The Mayor said that earlier it was apprehension in the mind of the members of the committee as to what the garbage processing plant is manufacturing and where it is utilized and why it is emitting foul smell.  The members were of the view that if the company satisfies on these three points, then it would be presumed that the garbage processing plant is fully functional.  But after receiving many telephonic complaints regarding foul smell, a meeting of the members of Committee, Commissioner & the representatives of the plant was convened.  Now the Commissioner has also passed an order admitting that the said plant was not fully functional 
The Commissioner apprised that the order passed by him is quasi judicial and appealable.  A team from Centre Government as well as from CPCB also visited the plant.  The management of the plant was given directions from time to time and as a result they have improved a lot during the last one & half year. But at the end it was felt that desired level of co-operation from the company was not coming forth.  The order is based on 3-4 points that garbage is not being processed fully, only segregating and shredding is being done and the RDF is being produced only upto the quantity which is required to burn the garbage.  This plant is not basically meant for burning RDF as special kind of boilers are required to burn RDF as it needs above 1000 degree temperature otherwise volatile organic compounds are released which was the main reason for foul smell in the city.  They were issued directions in this regard but they did not comply.  In spite of full co-operation by the Corporation, the company did not remove the problem particularly emission of foul smell.  Keeping in view the deficiencies the order has been passed.  However, he was of the view that if the company improves the functioning of the plant it would be very beneficial and in the interest of the city and unique in the world not only in India and we need to work in this direction.  The Corporation should co-operate with them for functioning of the plant in interest of the city otherwise it would be a havoc for the city as no alternative site is available for dumping the garbage.
Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma said that the Ex-Mayor & area Councillor of Dadu Majra  felt concerned when she came to know that the garbage is being dumped in the dumping ground whereas it should have gone to the garbage processing plant and EM solution was being used in the dumping ground.  The representatives of the garbage processing plant were invited to discuss the matter and find out the solution but they were not co-operative and even they leveled counter allegations and misbehaved in the meeting.  When this plant was conceptualized it was apprised that the pellets will be sold in the market but at present pellets are not being manufactured as there is no taker for them.  The main cause of the foul smell is not known.  He said that House has to decide further course of action as the present dumping ground is going to be filled and closed and no alternative site is available at present for dumping ground.  Though the Chandigarh Administration is proposing to acquire 20 acre land for dumping ground for which Corporation will have to make payment, which also needs to be discussed seriously as emission of foul smell is serious concern which can cause health hazard for the residents of the city.  He further said that as per manual of Solid Waste Management Rules 2000, the Engineering wing should handle the plant as the MOH wing of the Corporation does not have any specialized engineer for this plant.  The Deputy Commissioner in his report also observed that the function of MOH office should be only dumping the garbage at the plant and the functioning of the plant should be looked into by the engineering wing.  He suggested that the office should rectify its mistake for future.
Dr. A.P. Sanwaria was of the view that plant should function as it is in the interest of the city beautiful, however, he was surprised that reason of foul smell has not been ascertained in spite of such a big company and Chandigarh Administration having their engineers.  
“The House considered & accepted the report of the Committee on the Garbage Processing Plant headed by Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma and referred the matter to the Finance & Contract Committee for further course of action in the matter.” 
SUPPLEMENTARY AGENDA ITEM NO. 5



Agenda item regarding water features.
The Secretary placed Supplementary Agenda Item No.5 before the House for consideration.
Sh. Pardeep Chhabra said that installation of fountains is a big project, moreover, complaints of theft of parts of the fountains have been received & need intense maintenance.  The Corporation is going to install fountains in all the wards and keeping in view the aforementioned problems it is proposed that water features, similar to already installed in Shanti Kunj, should be installed.  He said that consultant can be appointed for this purpose, who will provide different designs of water features to be installed in various sectors, colonies & villages etc. This water feature will rotate the same water utilized in the park and these are economical also.
“The House considered & resolved that in future instead of fountains, water features be installed, however it will be discretion of the Area Councillor.” 


Sh. Kuldip Singh pointed out that earlier it was decided in the House that in villages area Councillors will be authorized to certify the ownership of the houses for the purpose of applying for NOC for water & electric connection, but no office order in this respect has been issued to the concerned officers.


The Commissioner apprised the House that Water Bye-laws need to be amended for this purpose and matter has already been referred to Chandigarh Administration for amendment.



Sh. Ram Lal said that for widening of phirni road of Hallomajra tender has been invited but the execution of work is still pending due to demarcation of land.  He requested to get the needful done from the concerned department, so that the work could be executed.


The Mayor assured that she will discuss the matter with the area Councillors and S.E.(B&R) personally and sort out the problem.
SUPPLEMENTARY AGENDA ITEM NO. 6



Leave application of Sh. Devinder Singh Babla, Councillor for House Meeting.

The Secretary placed Supplementary Agenda Item No.6 before the House for consideration.

“The House considered & allowed leave of Sh. Devinder Singh Babla, Councillor for the meeting of House for the month of March, 2010 .”
The meeting ended with a vote of thanks to the Chair.
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