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MINUTES OF 153rd (ADJOURNED) MEETING OF THE MUNICIPAL CORPORATION CHANDIGARH HELD ON 21.05.2010 AT 11.00 A.M. IN THE ASSEMBLY HALL OF THE MUNICIPAL CORPORATION, CHANDIGARH.


The following were present:- 

	1. 
	Smt. Anu Chatrath
	Mayor

	2. 
	Dr. Roshan Sunkaria, IAS
	Commissioner

	3. 
	Smt. Sheela Devi
	Dy. Mayor

	4. 
	Sh. M.P.S.Chawla
	Councillor

	5. 
	Brig.(Retd.) K.S.Chandpuri
	Councillor

	6. 
	Dr. A.P. Sanwaria 
	Councillor

	7. 
	Dr. Pam Rajput
	Councillor 

	8. 
	Sh. Resham Chand Jakhu
	Councillor

	9. 
	Ar. P.K. Mukherjee
	Councillor

	10. 
	Dr. Amrit Bolaria
	Councillor

	11. 
	Dr. Neelam Malik
	Councillor

	12. 
	Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma
	Councillor

	13. 
	Sh. Pardeep Chhabra 
	Councillor

	14. 
	Sh. Vijay Singh Rana
	Councillor

	15. 
	Sh. Harphool Chand Kalyan 
	Councillor

	16. 
	Sh. Surinder Kumar Jagota
	Councillor

	17. 
	Smt. Kamlesh
	Councillor

	18. 
	Sh. Manjit Singh
	Councillor

	19. 
	Sh. Jagjit Singh Kang
	Councillor 

	20. 
	Sh. Kuldeep Singh
	Councillor

	21. 
	Sh. Ram Sumer Morya
	Councillor

	22. 
	Smt. Harjinder Kaur
	Councillor

	23. 
	Sh. Rajesh Kumar Gupta
	Councillor

	24. 
	Smt. Anju Beniwala
	Councillor

	25. 
	Smt. Sarita Devi
	Councillor

	26. 
	Smt. Raj Kumari 
	Councillor

	27. 
	Sh. Ravinder Pal Singh
	Councillor

	28. 
	Sh. Anil Kumar Dubey
	Councillor

	29. 
	Sh. Ram Lal
	Councillor

	30. 
	Sh. Gurcharan Dass Kala
	Councillor

	31. 
	Smt. Sunita
	Councillor

	32. 
	Sh. P.K. Sharma, HCS
	Secretary


The following Officers also attended the meeting: -


	1.
	Sh. T.P.S. Phoolka, PCS
	Joint Commissioner

	2.
	Sh. S. S. Bida
	Chief Engineer

	3.
	Sh. R.K.Goyal
	Superintending Engineer (P.H.)

	4.
	Sh. Mukesh Anand
	Superintending Engineer (B&R)

	5.
	Dr. G.Diwan
	Municipal Health Officer

	6.
	Sh. Desh Raj
	Chief Accounts Officer

	7.
	Sh. Kamal Joshi
	XEN (Elec. Divn.)

	8.
	Sh. Sanjay Arora
	XEN Roads Divn. No.2

	9.
	Sh. Bhupinder Singh
	XEN Roads Divn.No.3

	10.
	Sh. R.S. Bedi
	XEN (P.H. Divn.No.1)

	11.
	Sh. R.S.Ahluwalia 
	XEN (P.H. Divn.No.2)

	12.
	Sh. R.S. Sihag
	XEN (P.H. Divn.No.3)

	13.
	Sh. V.K. Garg
	XEN (P.H. Divn.No.4)




At the outset the Secretary welcomed the Hon’ble Mayor, Hon’ble Commissioner, media persons, distinguished Councillors and colleague officers to the 153rd (adjourned) meeting of the House.



The Mayor said that last month a letter was received from the Chandigarh Administration to start the e-tendering process from 1st April, but the Corporation failed to comply the order.  Therefore, the last meeting of the House held on 29.4.2010 postponed with a message to the officers to start e-tendering process at the earliest.  After that the officers got training in e-tendering process and the Commissioner informed that now e-tendering has been started in 2-3 wings of the Corporation.  It is resumption of 153rd meeting adjourned on 29.04.2010.


Smt. Harjinder Kaur congratulated the Chair, the Councillors and the staff of the Corporation as the Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh has stood first in Sanitation in all over India.



The Mayor said that it is also good news that e-tendering process in 2-3 divisions has been started whereas the Chandigarh Administration is yet to start e-tendering process.  She congratulated the Commissioner, his staff & the Councillors for this achievement.
AGENDA ITEM NO.1

i) Confirmation of the minutes of 152nd meeting of the General House of the Corporation held on 26.03.2010 and 29.03.2010 at 11.00 a.m. in the Assembly Hall of the Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh.

The Secretary placed Agenda Item No.1 before the House for confirmation.



Sh. Manjit Singh pointed out that in the minutes of 151st meeting held on 19.2.2010, the resolution of Agenda Item No.10, the amount of the estimate has been inadvertently mentioned as Rs.43.22 lac whereas it should have been Rs.57.54 lac.  He desired to correct the same in the minutes.  He further congratulated the Mayor and Officers for achieving first position in the sanitation in all over India and also thanked the fellow Councillors for getting the e-tendering process started in Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh.

The House confirmed the minutes of the 152nd meeting of the General House of the Corporation held on 26.3.2010 and 29.3.2010 at 11.00 a.m. in the Assembly Hall of the Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh.
The House further approved the amendment in the resolution of Agenda Item No.10 of 151st meeting held on 19.02.2010 as under:-

“The House considered & unanimously resolved that rough cost estimate amounting to Rs.57.54 lac for Providing additional sewer line from V-3 road Sector 55/56 to Sewerage Sump pump Sector 55(Palsora), Chandigarh, be & is hereby approved.”



Sh. Ram Lal said that in the last meeting no agenda was approved due to non-implementation of e-tendering system and discussion on the issue of parking behind Shivalik Hotel.  He asked why such matter was taken up in House and whether there was some personal interest in this issue.  He further said that muddy water is being supplied to the residents of city and on the other hand the Corporation is issuing notices to the consumers for using motors to get the water.  Instead of taking care of such important issues, the House in the last meeting kept on bickering on this issue.


Smt. Harjinder Kaur said that the issue of parking behind Shivalik View is Administrative whereas another was personal issue.  On personal issue lot of hype was created in the House and lengthy discussion was held and pressure was built and the House was taken astray.  She further said that the personal matter could have been handled administratively very well for which even close door meeting was held with M.D. CITCO but House was misused by discussing the matter at length.  She expressed her resentment and walked out in protest.


Dr. Pam Rajput said that keeping in view the environment effects she had suggested many times and resultantly the agenda has been prepared on both side of paper for which she congratulated the officers.  She further said that whenever Councillors go to other cities they gloat that the Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh is the first Corporation to constitute Women Empowerment Committee but simultaneously she regretted that a project to construct Mahila Bhawan was approved for which building plan has also been approved but the work on the project has not been started even after lapse of 3-4 years.  She asked whether she will be able to see the Mahila Bhawan during her life time.  She further said that the Women Empowerment Committee has become women exclusive whereas it should have included gender sensitive males also.  She pointed out that when the Ward Committees were to be constituted it was decided to nominate 50% women members but in the recently constituted ward committees it has been observed that no female member has been nominated as member in 6 Ward Committees.  In 11 Ward Committees there is only one female member and in 5 Committees there are only two female members.  She appreciated Sh. Anil Dubey, who being male, nominated women as a result there are three female members of ward committee.  She requested all the elected Councillors to recommend sufficient number of women to be members of Ward Committees.  She expressed concern over this issue and said that the number of female Ward Committee members is below 30% and requested the Mayor that Chandigarh Administration be apprised in this regard.


Sh. Manjit Singh thanked Smt. Kamlesh for taking up the matter of garbage processing unit for which a Committee was constituted to look into its functioning.  The Committee submitted its report that the Garbage Processing Unit is not functioning properly.  The House also discussed the matter in detail.  The Commissioner also forfeited the security of the company, but the Finance & Contract Committee in its meeting held on 8.4.2010 had discussed the further course of action to be taken.  He said that this matter cannot be decided by the Finance & Contract Committee as this issue comes under the purview of the House.  He demanded that the decision of the Finance & Contract Committee should be annulled and matter be brought before the House for detailed discussion.  He was of the view that the Mayor and the Commissioner should give statement in the House whether this plant is running properly or not and the issue should not be discussed time and again.


Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma said that this matter was discussed in the House and a committee was constituted by the Mayor.  He himself being Chairman of the Committee sought information from various sources and report was submitted to the House.  No comments were received from any one on the report.  At the time of Smt. Kamlesh as Mayor a technical problem arose that the Commissioner issued a show cause notice to the company.  He himself deliberately wrote to the Mayor not to discuss the issue as the Commissioner was hearing the case under quasi-judicial powers and it would not have been proper if the views of the executives and the House differed.  It was conscious decision so that the party could not have taken benefit in the court for different views of the Commissioner and the House.  The Commissioner, according to his wisdom, took decision to forfeit the security of the company.  After this decision, the report was discussed in the House and all the members were requested to speak on the issue and ask any question on the report but none asked any question and the report was admitted by the House as such it was decided to refer the matter to the Finance & Contract Committee to discuss and decide further course of action.  Therefore, it was the decision of the House to refer the matter to the Finance & Contract Committee and there are many instances where a subject matter has been referred to Finance & Contract Committee or to a committee.  It has been recommended by Finance & Contract Committee that an engineer from the Engineering Wing should certify whether the garbage is completely being processed according to the guidelines of the Supreme Court and whether the inert is being produced.  The present dumping ground is going to be closed down and the Chandigarh Administration is going to allot 20 acre land for the alternative dumping ground for which the Corporation will have to pay crores of rupees.  Therefore, this matter needs to be discussed in the House and a comprehensive plan is required to be chalked out for proper functioning of the plant and issue should be closed down.


The Mayor said that Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma had submitted report to the House for discussion.  Simultaneously the Commissioner exercising his powers forfeited the security of the company admitting that the plant is not fully functional.  Therefore, Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma then himself said that in view of decision of Commissioner to the effect that plant is not fully functional, no need to discuss report.


Brig. Kuldeep Singh Chandpuri (Retd.) said that the House has been discussing the issue of garbage processing plant time and again and it is sheer wastage of time of the House as none of the Councillors are technically qualified.  The House is in favour of running the garbage processing plant, but the public is facing the problem of foul smell which needs to be contained immediately.  A common man is not interested as to who has set up the plant and who is running and what machinery is there.  He asserted that efforts must be done to run the plant but not at cost of residents of the city.


Dr. Amrit Bolaria also expressed serious concern over the foul smell emanating from the garbage processing plant and desired that prompt action needs to be taken to check the foul smell.


Smt. Kamlesh said that she is the representative of the area where garbage processing plant has been set up.  She said that if the residents of Sector 33, 21 and other sectors are feeling the foul smell then what will be the condition of the residents of Dadu Majra.  She was of the view that the human lives are being put on stake at the cost of the plant and nobody bothers to think about the nearby residents even on humanitarian ground.  She had requested the Commissioner in this House to get the medical examination done of the residents of Dadu Majra and nobody will be found physically fit.  She further said that sufficient time has already been given to the J.P. Group to set right the plant but no concrete step has been taken by them to improve the functioning of the plant.  The dumping ground where land filling is being done was supposed to be closed down in years but has already been filled up courtesy J.P. Group and if this continues what will be the future of alternative site of dumping ground.  She said, when a delegation of Councillors met the Administrator and apprised the condition of garbage processing plant, he asked to take action as the Corporation is competent to do so.  But no action has so far been taken against the company.  The plant is emanating foul smell and garbage is being burnt there but no action is being taken for this act whereas the officials of MOH issue challan to the people who burn leaves in the city.  On the other hand the Corporation is supplying dirty water to the residents and no action is being taken to improve the quality of the water.  Our water reservoirs are full of mud.  There should be responsibility of executives and action should be taken against the officers at fault.



Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma apprised the House that he had put 24 questions to the Chandigarh Pollution Control Committee under RTI and it was informed that a committee has been constituted by the Administration but so far minutes of the meeting of the said committee have not been supplied.  The Committee had also replied that the minutes of the meeting of the said committee are with the Corporation whereas the officers of the Corporation denied for the same.  The burning of dry leaves is still going on.  So far as emanation of foul smell from the garbage processing plant is concerned, the management is being favoured.  Even the order of forfeiting the security was handed over after three days and the management had already approached the court against the order.  The officers every time take plea of stay by the court whereas the stay is only for transfer of performance guarantee and there is no stay on taking action against the company.  In the meeting of Finance & Contract Committee it was decided to seal the dumping ground so that the employee of the plant could not dump garbage there.


The Commissioner said that there are 3-4 issues which need to be dealt with.  In the report of the committee under the Chairmanship of Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma it was said that the machinery has not been installed as per the DPR.  According to the report a notice is required to be issued to the company to explain the position as nobody can be condemned unheard as a principle of natural justice.  If the management justifies then next course of action is to be decided.  The second issue is functioning.  As per report of Expert Committee, the plant is functional and if the Company wishes to run it, it can function properly.  However, the Company is adopting cost cutting measures.  The first stage of the functioning is the segregation of the Garbage, the second stage is shredding in which the garbage is shredded in small pieces.  The third stage is drying the garbage and the fourth to making RDF and fifth is palletizing.  The first and second stages are performed by the Company but the third stage is energy consuming.  At present, the Company is not performing the third stage completely, and the garbage is not fully processed.  The RDF is made after drying the garbage.  Being intensive energy consuming, the RDF is not prepared completely and they burn it.  Due to presence of polythene and non-biodegradable substances, it emanates foul smell.  For burning of RDF high capacity boilers are required which produce heat up to thousand degree centigrade which burn all substances.  This plant is RDF based and the purpose for which this plant has been set up is not being met out.  On these grounds the security has been forfeited.  The Company says that the garbage being sent to the plant is wet and its burning value is very low.  But the company had surveyed the garbage of the city before setting up the plant.  They also take plea that the garbage is not segregated.  In Chandigarh there is system of door-to-door garbage collection, then it goes to the SSKs.  The job of segregating the meat waste has been given to a private NGO, then it goes to the plant, where it is further segregated.  Therefore, segregation of garbage is joint responsibility.  It seems that they burn the RDF to save the expenditure on drying the garbage.  He strongly refuted the allegation of favouring the management of the plant.  As per their views the RDF is burnt daily, whereas the smell emanates occasionally.  The Chandigarh Pollution Control Committee has issued show cause notice to the Corporation as well as the management of the plant.  The Corporation has filed its reply.  The Chandigarh Pollution Control Committee will direct the Company to install some specialized equipments for proper burning of RDF and if the required machinery is installed the whole problem is sorted out.  There are some pros and cons of this plant.  The quantity of the garbage supplied to the plant presently is reduced upto 30%.  In this view, there is a benefit that volume of garbage has been reduced for which less space is required.  Now the Chandigarh Pollution Control Committee has to decide and take action if the J.P. Group does not install requisite equipment in the plant.  The Corporation can also terminate their license and agreement for which conscious decision has to be taken.  The report of the Committee has not so far been circulated to the J.P. Group, neither it has been discussed by the House in detail.  If the House accepts the report as such, then a notice can be given to the management to remove the deficiencies on the functioning of the plant and they have to be given a chance to be heard.



Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma said that the Administration and Corporation very well know that the plant is not functioning properly even then no action is being taken against the plant.  Before inaugurating the plant nobody bothered to check whether the machinery installed in the plant was according to the DPR.  Had it been checked at that time this problem could not have arisen?  He further said that the House has no authority to check whether the machinery is according to the DPR and to issue direction to the J.P. Group.  He was of the view that House was being mislead and the issue is being diverted.  At the time of preparing the DPR the officers of the Chandigarh Administration as well as the Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh jointly drafted the terms and conditions but now no officers of the Municipal Corporation is involved in the notice issued by the Chandigarh Pollution Control Committee.  He said that the volume on the garbage was being reduced at the cost of the health of public.  The whole city was taken to ransom just on the ground that garbage is being reduced to 30% whereas the toxic gases are emanating from the plant which is badly affecting the health of the residents.  He was of the view that the House should not be involved in this issue and to give direction to take further necessary action as it is an executive matter.  He requested the Chair to take a firm decision in this regard and direct the officers to take necessary decision in this regard or take action against the plant and bring the action taken report before the House in its next meeting.


Smt. Kamlesh said that when this issue was discussed in the House at the starting, it was clearly said that the garbage of the city will be supplied to the plant which will process it and prepare pallets and no where it was said that the garbage will be segregated by the Municipal Corporation.  The Management of the Plant had intimated that they are going to set up a cement plant in HP where the pallets will be sent and used as fuel.  She firmly said that the contention of reducing the garbage upto 30% is totally false and whole garbage is being dumped by the plant management in the dumping ground and no processing is being done to the garbage.  She said that 100% garbage is being thrown in the dumping ground as a result it has been filled up within 2 years otherwise in case the garbage would have been reduced to 15% then it would have taken 85 years for filling.  She said that the House will not take any decision in this regard as it is an executive matter.



The Commissioner apprised the House that the management of the plant is being pressurized through the Chandigarh Pollution Control Committee and recently they have met him and told that they are seriously thinking about installing required equipments to contain the foul smell.



Sh. Pardeep Chhabra said that there is no clause in the MOU according to which the Corporation can issue direction to the management of the plant.  At the time of inauguration, a report was sent that the plant was fully functional and the plant was inaugurated in a hurry.  Now the executives of the Corporation are asking to take decision on the garbage processing plant as they are not willing to take action at their own level.  The House has already discussed the matter and constituted a Committee to inquire into the matter.  The Committee has submitted its report to the officers and now the officers have to take action.  He further said that he along with some Councillors has visited the plant many times even at night and found that garbage including the dead rats was being burnt which is the main cause of foul smell.



The Mayor was of the view that the House will not be involved in checking the technicality of the plant as none of the member is technically expert.  Therefore, the executive head has to take action in this regard as per MOU.



The Commissioner said that the CPCC is already seized of this matter and they have issued show cause notice to the plant and it is pressurizing them to install the requisite equipments in the plant to avoid foul smell.  The second solution is administrative under which security has already been forfeited and the CPCC has also issued notice for pollution.



The Mayor said that the House is always in favour of running the plant and it is the executives to decide as to what actions are to be taken to make it functional.  She asked the Commissioner to take action and apprise the House in the next meeting.



Dr. A.P. Sanwaria said that the Corporation has already allotted the land to the company and the plant has been set up, but now the direction of action of the executive should be to run the plant.  However, the main concern of the public is the foul smell emanating from the plant which need to be contained.  The officers should direct the company to install the proper equipments for proper processing of the garbage.



Sh. Harphool Chand Kalyan said that all members of the House are in favour of running the plant sans foul smell.  He suggested that some Councillors and officers should be sent to Baroda to see the garbage processing plant running there and give suggestions accordingly for smooth functioning of the plant.



Dr. Pam Rajput was of the view that the public is concerned with the foul smell for which officers must take necessary corrective measures otherwise Councillors will be forced to sit on hunger strike if this problem is not sorted out within next two months.



The Mayor said that the officers should take necessary steps required to be taken to make the plant fully functional and inform the House in its next meeting.


The Mayor congratulated the Councillors for showing unity on the issue of non-starting of e-tendering process and deferring the last meeting of the House.  She felt happy that e-tendering  process in some divisions of the Corporation has started but complete e-tendering process is yet to be finalized.


Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma said that only the signatures of 12 officials up to the level of Steno-Typist and Draftsman are operative that also in two divisions.  He asked why the signatures of other officers are not operative and why other divisions have not started the e-tendering process.



Dr. A.P. Sanwaria said that he had raised the issue of back lanes one year ago but the condition of the back lanes is as such.  He read out the resolution of 146th meeting of House in which it was stated that the matter of back lane has been discussed with the Chief Engineer and it has been decided to remove the encroachment and so on.  This issue has been discussed many times in the ward committees and we feel ashamed of non-performance of the Corporation.  He further reminded the House that the other day he had made a remark on the 50% reservation for women in local bodies which was criticized by the then Mayor.  But now the Parliament Committee has itself reported that the spouses of female M.P. interfere in the matters and a direction has been issued not to entertain the husbands of female members.  He showed the newspaper in which this news had appeared.  He further pointed out that the Chief Accounts Officer has directed the Councillors to deposit the outstanding amount otherwise it will be deducted from their pay.  He asked whether CAO is authorized to direct the Councillors and what pay is being paid to the Councillors.  He demanded that the letter be withdrawn.



There was uproar in the House for some time on the letter issued to the Councillors.



The Commissioner assured that the letter will be amended.



The House was adjourned for tea break at 1.15 p.m. and resumed at 1.40 p.m.



The Mayor said that Sh. R.C. Dewan, XEN P.H. was part of the tour and the Councillors were paid approx. Rs.9100/- in advance.  However, before issuing the letter the CAO should have consulted her.  She said that the language of the letter is derogatory.  She asked the CAO to apologize for the mistake and withdraw the letter.  She further said that in a meeting of F&CC it was decided that the Councillors can purchase new mobile phone after two years and even can retain the old one.  The depreciated cost of old mobile phone can be deducted from the honorarium of the Councillors and Councillors be provided new mobile set of their choice by showing them 3-4 models.  



Sh. Manjit Singh & Sh. Gurcharan Dass Kala said that the Councillors have notices the care-taker under influence of liquor during duty hours.  He also damaged the car of a Councillor in the parking.  


Number of Councillors said that the care-taker Sh. Ashwani Kumar be transferred and Sh. Raj Bahadur be posted as Care-taker.

AGENDA ITEM NO.2



Question/Answer



Q.No.1 By Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma, Councillor



Q.No.2 By Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma, Councillor



“The House considered & decided that keeping in view the paucity of 

time, the questions of Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma be discussed in the 

next meeting.”



Sh. M.P.S. Chawla pointed out that earlier it was precedent to write the names of Nominated Councillors after the Mayor but in the official diary of the Corporation since last year, the names of nominated Councillors have been mentioned at the end.



The Mayor said that in future the names of nominated Councillors should be mentioned after the names of Mayor, Sr. Dy. Mayor & Dy. Mayor.



Sh. Ravinder Pal Singh said that the estimate for renovation of Community Centre of Sector-46 was approved and work was allotted in the month of January but the work has not so far been started due to non-issuance of cement & steel to the contractor.



Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma said that sometimes the contractor dig the earth for construction work but due to non-availability of cement, the work Could not be started in time and this matter was also earlier pointed out when the matter of cement scam was discussed.  The contractor who requires a truck of cement is being provided two bags.  He said that the system of providing cement to the contractor was started keeping in view that the work on the big projects should not stop but the system is still continuing despite that there is no shortage of cement in the market and contractor can arrange at his own level.

Table Agenda Item No.1



Procurement of cement/steel by the contractual agencies.



The Secretary placed Table Agenda Item No.1 before the House for consideration.

“The House considered & unanimously resolved that in future the contractual agencies will procure cement, steel and all other related material from the market for on going works and works for which tenders are in process on the conditions explained in the agenda.

The House further resolved that the contractual agency for the tenders costing less than Rs.20.00 lac will also arrange cement, steel & all other material at their own, be and is hereby approved.”



Sh. P.K. Mukherjee was of the view that cement and steel can also be purchased from the private companies like Ispat and Tata Steel as well in addition to the Government Undertaking concerns.



Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma said that only 2 XENs, 5 SDOs, 1 J.E., Head Draftsman & Stenos have made their signatures operative on e-tendering process.  He asked the Chief Engineer why the other XENs and SDOs have not put their signatures for e-tendering process.



The Chief Engineer said that the process is going on and e-tendering in other divisions will also start in few days.  He further said that tenders below Rs.10.00 lac are not to be put on net.



Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma strongly opposed and said that all tenders even below Rs.10.00 lac are also to be put on net.



The Commissioner directed the officers to complete the e-tendering process within a week otherwise will be held responsible.  He directed the Chief Engineer to put the tenders below Rs.10.00 lac also on net.



Sh. Pardeep Chhabra expressed concern over the allegation of close door meeting with CITCO M.D.  He said that he had submitted a representation to the Administrator in response of which he was asked by the M.D. CITCO to visit his office to hold a meeting.  He read out the contents of letter.  He informed the House that he has vacated his office from Shivalik View Hotel.  He has filed FIR against some officers and there is no possibility to hold close door meeting with them.  There was no logic for walk out by Smt. Harjinder Kaur at this issue.  He reminded that when Smt. Harjinder Kaur was Mayor, some differences had erupted between her and the then Commissioner.  The whole House had supported her.  But today she staged walk out on an issue in which I do not have any personal issue, which is the first instance in the history of this Corporation.  He thanked the Councillors for standing by his side on this issue.



The Mayor apprised the House that Smt. Harjinder Kaur had come to her office and informed that she will have to leave to attend party meeting, therefore, she has used this issue as a tool for walk out.



Brig. Kuldeep Singh Chandpuri (Retd.) said that personal issues should not be discussed in the House.  Secondly, if a person is not present in the House, no matter pertaining to his or her should be discussed in House as per provision of the Act.



Sh. M.P.S. Chawla was of the view that the development agenda which the House is going to approve should be finalized within six months otherwise they should be brought before the House for reconsideration.

AGENDA ITEM NO.3



Rough Cost Estimate for P/F 60mm thick paver blocks on V-5 road on 

both side in Sector 23 A,B&C, Chandigarh.



The Secretary placed Agenda Item No.3 before the House for consideration.


The Mayor said that in future the officers should bring the agenda before House only after clearing all the hurdles for execution of the work like shifting of pipelines, electrical cable etc. so that execution should not delay due to these reasons.

“The House considered & unanimously resolved that rough cost estimate amounting to Rs.38.57 lac for P/F 60mm thick paver blocks on V-5 road on the both side in Sector 23 A,B&C, Chandigarh, be and is hereby approved.”

AGENDA ITEM NO.4

Rough Cost Estimate for P/F 60mm thick paver blocks on both side of V-5 road in Sector 24, Chandigarh.



The Secretary placed Agenda Item No.4 before the House for consideration.
“The House considered & unanimously resolved that rough cost estimate amounting to Rs.68.92 lac for P/F 60mm thick paver blocks on both side of V-5 road in Sector 24, Chandigarh, be and is hereby approved.”

AGENDA ITEM NO.5



Strengthening & re-carpeting of V-5 Roads in Sector 27 A&B, Chandigarh.



The Secretary placed Agenda Item No.5 before the House for consideration. 

“The House considered & unanimously resolved that rough cost estimate amounting to Rs.54.47 lac for Strengthening & re-carpeting of V-5 Roads in Sector 27 A&B, Chandigarh be and is hereby approved.”

AGENDA ITEM NO.6



Strengthening & re-carpeting of V-5 Roads in Sector 27 C&D, Chandigarh.



The Secretary placed Agenda Item No.6 before the House for consideration. 

“The House considered & unanimously resolved that rough cost estimate amounting to Rs.69.25 lac for Strengthening & re-carpeting of V-5 Roads in Sector 27 C&D, Chandigarh be and is hereby approved.”

AGENDA ITEM NO.7



Rough Cost Estimate for Widening of V-6 roads of Sector 35 A&B, 


Chandigarh.



The Secretary placed Agenda Item No.7 before the House for consideration. 

“The House considered & unanimously resolved that rough cost estimate amounting to Rs.65.49 lac for Widening of V-6 roads of Sector 35 A&B, Chandigarh be and is hereby approved.”

AGENDA ITEM NO.8

Rough Cost Estimate for Extension of Community Centre at Sector 44 B, Chandigarh.



The Secretary placed Agenda Item No.8 before the House for consideration. 

“The House considered & unanimously resolved that rough cost estimate amounting to Rs.57.14 lac for Estimate for Extension of Community Centre at Sector 44 B, Chandigarh be and is hereby approved.”

AGENDA ITEM NO.9

Rough Cost Estimate for Widening & strengthening of V-5 road in front of Petrol Pump from V-3 road, Sector 31, Industrial Area to National Highway at Industrial Area, Phase – II, Chandigarh.



The Secretary placed Agenda Item No.9 before the House for consideration. 

“The House considered & unanimously resolved that rough cost estimate amounting to Rs.303.48 lac for Widening & strengthening of V-5 road in front of Petrol Pump from V-3 road, Sector 31, Industrial Area to National Highway at Industrial Area, Phase – II,  Chandigarh be and is hereby approved.”

AGENDA ITEM NO.10

Rough Cost Estimate for Widening & carpeting of V-6 Roads in Sector 20 C, Chandigarh.



The Secretary placed Agenda Item No.10 before the House for consideration. 

“The House considered & unanimously resolved that rough cost estimate amounting to Rs.87.12 lac for Widening & carpeting of V-6 Roads in Sector 20 C, Chandigarh be and is hereby approved.”

AGENDA ITEM NO.11

Rough Cost Estimate for P/L 25mm thick SDBC on V-6 road in Sector 16 A,B,C&D, Chandigarh.



The Secretary placed Agenda Item No.11 before the House for consideration. 

“The House considered & unanimously resolved that rough cost estimate amounting to Rs.50.35 lac for P/L 25mm thick SDBC on V-6 road in Sector 16 A,B,C&D,  Chandigarh be and is hereby approved.”
AGENDA ITEM NO.12

Rough Cost Estimate for P/F 60mm thick paver block on both side of V-5 road in Sector 36, Chandigarh.



The Secretary placed Agenda Item No.12 before the House for consideration. 

“The House considered & unanimously resolved that rough cost estimate amounting to Rs.63.72 lac for P/L 60mm thick paver blocks on both side of V-5 road in Sector 36, Chandigarh be and is hereby approved.”

AGENDA ITEM NO.13

Rough Cost Estimate for widening and recarpetting of V-6 road in Sector 40 D, Chandigarh.



The Secretary placed Agenda Item No.13 before the House for consideration.
“The House considered & unanimously resolved that rough cost estimate amounting to Rs.69.85 lac for widening and recarpetting of V-6 road in Sector 40 D, Chandigarh be and is hereby approved.”
AGENDA ITEM NO.14

Rough Cost Estimate for widening and recarpetting of V-6 road in Sector 40 B, Chandigarh.



The Secretary placed Agenda Item No.14 before the House for consideration. 

“The House considered & unanimously resolved that rough cost estimate amounting to Rs.69.76 lac for widening and recarpetting of V-6 road in Sector 40 B, Chandigarh be and is hereby approved.”
AGENDA ITEM NO.15

Construction of Shopping Centre at Vikar Nagar, Mauli Jagran.



The Secretary placed Agenda Item No.15 before the House for consideration. 

“The House considered & unanimously resolved that rough cost estimate amounting to Rs.473.33 lac for Construction of Shopping Centre at Vikas Nagar, Mauli Jagran, be and is hereby approved.”
AGENDA ITEM NO.16

Providing rigid pavement along the road leading from Purv Marg to Railway Station Road in Indl. Area Ph-I, Chandigarh (Below Railway Bridge).



The Secretary placed Agenda Item No.16 before the House for consideration. 



The Mayor asked the Chief Engineer to explain the agenda.



The Chief Engineer explained that in rainy season the proposed portion of road under Railway Bridge get damaged, therefore, it is proposed to provide rigid pavement along the road.

“The House considered & unanimously resolved that rough cost estimate amounting to Rs.63.38 lac for providing rigid pavement along the road leading from Purv Marg to Railway Station Road in Indl. Area Ph-I, Chandigarh (Below Railway Bridge), be and is hereby approved.”

AGENDA ITEM NO.17

Re-carpeting of passing through Fire Station and Raen Basera in Pocket No.2&3, Manimajra.



The Secretary placed Agenda Item No.17 before the House for consideration. 

“The House considered & unanimously resolved that estimate amounting to Rs.64.65 lac for re-carpeting of passing through Fire Station and Raen Basera in Pocket No.2&3, Manimajra, be and is hereby approved.”
AGENDA ITEM NO.18

Widening of V-5 Roads, Sector 28 A&B, Chandigarh..



The Secretary placed Agenda Item No.18 before the House for consideration.
“The House considered & unanimously resolved that rough cost estimate amounting to Rs.64.90 lac for Widening of V-5 Roads, Sector 28 A&B, Chandigarh, be and is hereby approved.”
AGENDA ITEM NO.19

Widening of V-5 Roads, Sector 28 A&B, Chandigarh..



The Secretary placed Agenda Item No.19 before the House for consideration. 

“The House considered & unanimously resolved that rough cost estimate amounting to Rs.79.87 lac for Widening of V-5 Roads, Sector 28 C&D, Chandigarh, be and is hereby approved.”
AGENDA ITEM NO.20

Re-carpeting of parking in Shivalik Enclave, Manimajra.



The Secretary placed Agenda Item No.20 before the House for consideration. 

“The House considered & unanimously resolved that rough cost estimate amounting to Rs.81.82 lac for Re-carpeting of parking in Shivalik Enclave, Manimajra, be and is hereby approved.”
AGENDA ITEM NO.21

Detailed Project Report (DPR) for replacement & augmentation of trunk brick sewers by RCC NP-3 Pipes with Sulphate Resistant Cement along with P.E. lining in U.T., Chandigarh (Phase-I), U.T., Chandigarh under JNNURM Scheme.



The Secretary placed Agenda Item No.21 before the House for consideration. 



To a query of Sh. P.K. Mukherjee, the XEN. P.H.-4 explained that the sewer system in Chandigarh is 30 years old and being made of brick & concrete, it has lost its strengthen due to emanation of gases which reacts with the cement.  As a result the sewer pipes got damaged from some spots.  The chemical analysis of mortar used in brick trunk sewer was got chemically tested from PEC and as per their report the cement has lost its bonding and almost converted into dust and sand.  This DPR is to be sent to the Government of India for approval under JNNURM.



But Sh. P.K. Mukherjee was not satisfied with the reply of the XEN and desired it should be got checked from a team of engineers outside from the Corporation.



The Commissioner apprised the House that this DPR is to be forwarded to a State level Committee under the Chairmanship of Adviser to the Administrator and then it is to be sent to the Govt. of India for approval.

“The House considered & unanimously resolved that the estimate of Rs.114.37 crore as mentioned in the DPR for replacement & augmentation of trunk brick sewers by RCC NP-3 Pipes with Sulphate Resistant Cement along with P.E. lining in U.T. Chandigarh (Phase-I), U.T., Chandigarh under JNNURM Scheme, be and is hereby approved.

The House also resolved that after sanction of Govt. of India, the project be brought before the House for information and approval.”
AGENDA ITEM NO.22

Proposed amendments in Water Supply Bye Laws for supplying water@ Rs.1/- per month to Blind, Mother Teresa, Chandi Kushat Ashram, Deaf & Dumb institutes in Chandigarh.



The Secretary placed Agenda Item No.22 before the House for consideration. 

“The House considered & unanimously approved the following proposed amendments in Water Supply Bye-laws for supplying water @ Rs.1/- per month to Blind, Mother Teresa, Chandi Kushat Ashram, Deaf & Dumb Institutes, Chandigarh:-

Water Supply Bye-Laws No.13(xii)

The Water tariff @ Re.1/- per month upto the consumption of 300 KL per month shall be charged from institutions, registered under the Societies Registration Act 1860, which are functioning from duly approved building and working exclusively in the said buildings for the welfare of the deprived sections of the Society (on no profit no loss basis) like Physical Handicapped, Blind, Deaf & Dumb Mentally retarded, ortho handicapped, destitute women, orphans & old age care center, Kushat Ashram etc. in Chandigarh.

Beyond the consumption of 300 KL per month per institution, the domestic rate shall be charged.”
AGENDA ITEM NO.23

Study tour of Councillors to Banglore-Mysore & Gangtok-Guwahati.



The Secretary placed Agenda Item No.23 before the House for consideration. 



Sh. M.P.S. Chawla proposed that instead of going to Guwahati, Gangtok or Banglore-Mysore, the Councillors can visit foreign countries within the estimated expenditure.



The Mayor said that she has received information that rainy season has started in Gangtok and in this season the study tour will be useless.



Brig. Kuldeep Singh Chandpuri (Retd.) said that nothing can be gained by visiting Gangtok, moreover, it would be inundated these days, therefore, it will be wasteful expenditure.  Secondly, the two groups are unbalanced and he suggested to make three groups.  He said that there is nothing to see in Guwahati-Gangtok except Kajiranga Park and Uttra.



Smt. Harjinder Kaur said that earlier the study tours were planned in very well manner and the purpose of the study was also decided well in advance and the tours proved to be beneficial for the Councillors.  She proposed that the study tour to the other countries be planned within this estimated expenditure.  She said that the group should be limited as it was also advised by the Ministry of External Affairs, Govt. of India, when she was Mayor.  Accordingly, the number of members in that group was reduced to 19 to visit Singapore, Thailand and the 2nd group is yet to visit the foreign country.  She desired that the group which could not visit Singapore be sent on study tour to foreign country first as the group was curtailed that time on the basis of letter from Govt. of India inasmuch as the business of Corporation was also kept in view.  The group should be limited to 15 and 3 groups be constituted and one of them can be sent to South of India, so that purpose could be defined very well and it would be fruitful. 

“The House considered & authorized the Mayor to decide the destination of study tour in two groups preferably to abroad within the estimated expenditure.”

AGENDA ITEM NO.24


Fact finding Inquiry report in respect of:

1. Widening of V-6 roads, Sector 8 A, B & C, Chandigarh.
2. Construction of Hall in Ground Floor, Lobby and Mini Hall in First Floor and renovation of existing Community Centre Building, Sector 8, Chandigarh.



The Secretary placed Agenda Item No.24 before the House for consideration. 

“The House deferred the agenda item for discussion in next meeting.
AGENDA ITEM NO.25

Leave application of Sh. Kuldeep Singh, Councillor from 13.04.2010 to 31.10.2010.



The Secretary placed Agenda Item No.25 before the House for consideration. 



Sh. Kuldeep Singh Chandpuri said that his programme has been cancelled and withdrew his leave application.
AGENDA ITEM NO.26

Leave application of Sh. Jatinder Bhatia, Councillor from 06.05.2010 to 30.07.2010.



The Secretary placed Agenda Item No.26 before the House for consideration.
“The House took note of leave application of Sh. Jatinder Bhatia.
Question No.3
(By Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma, Councillor)

Question No.4
(By Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma, Councillor)




“The House deferred the questions for discussion in next 




meeting.”
Suppl. Agenda Item No.1

Estimate for the work of providing & fixing of 8” i/d M.S. Pipe against the existing 8” i/d C.I. pipeline coming under the Industry buildings/plots in Indl. Area, Phase-I, Chandigarh.



The Secretary placed Supplementary Agenda Item No.1 before the House for consideration.

“The House considered & unanimously resolved that the estimate amounting to Rs.36.95 lac for the work of providing & fixing of 8” i/d M.S. Pipe against the existing 8” i/d C.I. pipeline coming under the Industry buildings/plots in Indl. Area, Phase-I, Chandigarh, be and is hereby approved.”
Suppl. Agenda Item No.2
Widening & Carpetting of Roads of Shivalik Enclave, Manimajra.



The Secretary placed Supplementary Agenda Item No.2 before the House for consideration.

“The House considered & unanimously resolved that the estimate amounting to Rs.84.46 lac for Widening & Carpetting of Roads of Shivalik Enclave, Manimajra, be and is hereby approved.”
Suppl. Agenda Item No.3
Creation of post of Town Planner & Architect in the Building Branch of Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh.



The Secretary placed Supplementary Agenda Item No.3 before the House for consideration.



Sh. P.K. Mukherjee was of the view that the Corporation should not appoint retirees and instead give opportunities to the unemployed education youths.


The Mayor also endorsed the view point of Sh. P.K. Mukherjee.



Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma said that the agenda is well worded just to impress the Councillors otherwise these officials never took interest in the development of villages & colonies.



The Mayor said that she along with Brig. Kuldeep Singh Chandpuri (Retd.) Chairman of Arts, Culture & Sports Committee & its other members have been visiting the community centres in different sectors for the last 2-3 days, but when she visited the community centre of Sector-8, she was shocked.  A hall was being constructed there and on asking, the officials told that the capacity of the hall is 100 people, whereas sufficient space is available in front of this hall.  At present there are 250 members of the community centre and last year it had 800-850 members.  She said that it is useless to incur so much amount on construction of that hall as the members of that community centre can not hold a meeting.  In the community centre of Sector-11, the area Councillors were involved as a result, this community centre is very good.  After visiting 13 community centres all the members and officers are of view that the area Councillor should also be involved in planning of community centres.  She further said that the maintenance of the community centres is very bad.  The Supervisors informed that he was managing 5 community centres.  She requested the members to give their valuable suggestions so that a policy for proper maintenance could be framed and the community centres on which crores of rupees are being invested could be well utilized by the residents.


Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma said that earlier the administration had accorded sanction for six months only.  Moreover, it has come to notice that the planning of villages whichever was earlier prepared was got done from the private architect or Chandigarh Administration.  He asked the function of DTP.



The Commissioner explained that earlier the architect had worked in this Corporation for two years for which Chandigarh Administration granted sanction and extended from time to time.  The main purpose to create these posts was to prepare planning of villages, moreover, the building branch has also to consult the architects.  At present, only a lady Architect is working on contract basis.  The Chandigarh Administration was requested to depute an Architect but they advised to create a permanent post so that dedicated staff could be available to the Corporation.


Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma said that Corporation has been paying lacs of rupees time and again to the consultants for a particular job but the output at lower level is always nil.  Similarly, when the agenda of development come to the House, the officers assures that all the technical aspects would be taken care of but the situation is the same.  Now this agenda has been placed before the House without proper justification of requirement of these posts.



On a remark of Sh. P.K. Mukherjee, the Commissioner asked his to make statement only after getting full facts on a particular point as it gives wrong message to the public.  He clarified that in the last meeting Sh. P.K. Mukherjee had objected on the estimate of Bus Queue Terminal at Manimajra as a result the work on this project has delayed for two months.  He apprised that it is 160 ft. long bus terminal and it was designed by the students of Punjab Engineering College, Chandigarh.  He requested Sh. P.K. Mukherjee to consult the Chief Engineer whenever he has any doubt about the estimate.
“The House considered & unanimously approved the proposal to create one post of Town Planner in pay scale of 15600-39000+7800 GP and one post of Architect in pay scale of 15600-39000+7600 GP, in the Building Branch of Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh, be and is hereby approved.”
Suppl. Agenda Item No.4
Status of estimates approved by General House of Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh w.e.f. 01.01.2005 to 31.12.2009.


The Secretary placed Supplementary Agenda Item No.4 before the House for consideration.

The Commissioner apprised that it is only for information of the House.
The House deferred that matter for next meeting.



The Mayor said that the officers of the Corporation are still going to check the mid day meal and advertisements despite issuance of orders in this regard by the Commissioner.  She further apprised that this matter was taken up with the Finance Secretary, U.T., Chandigarh and he was of the view that the advertisement be got checked through Enforcement Wing and the Corporation is to decide how this job is get done.  She desired that in future no SDO should be sent to check mid day meal and if required the officials of Enforcement Wing be sent for such job.


Smt. Sarita Devi desired that garbage bins be provided outside the boundary wall of schools as complaints are being received from the school authorities that there is no spot nearby to dump the garbage of the school.



Sh. Pardeep Chhabra pointed out that it has been reported in newspapers that a company L&T which is constructing shopping mall has been granted permission to stock the material.



The Joint Commissioner apprised that temporary permission has been given for six months for stacking the construction material @ Rs.4,500/- per month.  He apprised that at present approved rate for stacking the material is Rs.2000/- for six months for the area more than 1000 sq. ft. whereas we have charged Rs.4,500/- per month per acre.


Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma objected that approved rates are for the open space in front of the House for which the owner has to apply for pemission, whereas, in this case permission has been given to the construction company and the space allowed is far away from the building under construction.  He said that this system is wrong and tomorrow other companies will also come forward and ask for 3-4 acre land at particular place in the city for stacking the material.  He asked on what grounds the rent has been charged.  He said that the Corporation had charged Rs.11,000/- from Piccadilly Hotel for one acre for the space lying vacant around it and security was charged Rs.2.5 lac whereas in this case Rs.1.50 lac have been charged as security.  He said that indirectly it is encroachment allowed by the office and the rates have been fixed arbitrarily.  He demanded that responsibility be fixed for this lapse.  He said that the House has so far marked many inquiries but no result has come forward and in spite of documentary evidence it has been reported that there is no inordinate delay and hence no responsibility has so far been fixed in inquiries conducted by this office.


Sh. Pardeep Chhabra demanded that this permission should be cancelled immediately and the matter be brought before Finance & Contract Committee for taking policy decision in this matter.  He apprised the House that two separate permissions have been granted for two different places.



Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma said that the Enforcement Wing seized big machinery with the help of cranes but the Secretary was misguided by the officers and only Rs.100/- were charged as penalty whereas rehriwala is fined Rs.700/-.



The Secretary admitted that the machinery was released with a fine of Rs.100/- but clarified that next day he himself visited the site and confiscated the machinery and charged maximum fine from the same person.


The Mayor said that she has got report from the media that some of the officials/officers of the Corporation are on the pay roll of that company which down grade the Corporation.  She desired that the officers should not favour anyone so much on the request of any official/officer that it would cast blot on the
name of the Corporation.  She further said that this scheme was introduced for the benefit of house owners only in case of renovation and construction and it should be adhered strictly in future.
“The House considered & unanimously resolved that the permission granted to M/s L&T be cancelled immediately.  An inquiry should be conducted in this matter and report be provided to House for information.”


The Mayor said that in the year, 2008, the Finance & Contract Committee had taken a decision that the mobile towers installed atop the community centres should be removed keeping in view danger to lives but the same have not so far been removed from the community centres.  She asked the Commissioner to ensure the implementation of the decisions of the Finance & Contract Committee and House.



The meeting ended with a vote of thanks to the Chair.
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