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MINUTES OF THE 192nd MEETING OF THE FINANCE AND CONTRACT COMMITTEE HELD ON 10.2.2010 AT 3.00 P.M. IN THE COMMITTEE ROOM OF THE MUNICIPAL CORPORATION, CHANDIGARH TO DISCUSS BUDGET ESTIMATE FOR THE YEAR 2010-11.

PRESENT :-

1.
Smt. Anu Chatrath


Mayor

2.
Dr. Roshan Sunkaria, IAS

Commissioner
3.
Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma
Councillor 



4.
Sh. Pardeep Chhabra

Councillor

5.
Dr. Amrit Bolaria


Councillor

5.
Sh. Jatinder Bhatia


Councillor

7.
Sh. Ram Lal



Councillor
8.
Sh. P.K.Sharma, HCS

 Secretary
OFFICERS PRESENT :-

1. 
Sh. T.P.S. Phoolka


Joint Commissioner

2.      Sh. Kamlesh Kumar


Assistant Commissioner
3. Sh. S.K.Bansal


Chief Engineer

4.   
Sh. R.K. Goyal
 

S.E. (P.H.)

5. Sh. Mukesh Anand


S.E.(B&R)

6. Dr. G. Dewan


M.O.H.

7. Sh. Desh Raj
             

C.A.O.

8.
Sh. Zorawar Singh


XEN (Roads-I)

9.
Sh. Sanjay Arora


XEN (Roads-II)

10.
Sh. Bhupinder Singh

XEN (Roads-III)

11.
Sh. Kamal Joshi


XEN (Electrical) 

12.
Sh. R.S.Bedi



XEN (P.H. Div. No.1)

13.
Sh. Anil Bansal


XEN (W&E)
14.
Sh. K.S.Sihag


XEN (P.H. Div.No.3)

15.
Sh. V.K.Garg



XEN (P.H. Div. No.4)




At the outset the Secretary welcomed all the members as well as the Officers of Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh to 192nd   meeting of F&CC and welcomed new members of the Committee in their first meeting and apprised that in this meeting only the Revised Budget Estimates for the year 2009-10 and Budget Estimate for the year 2010-11 will be discussed and the development agendas will be discussed tomorrow i.e. 11.2.2010.


The Commissioner explained the budget in detail.  He said that most of the funds are received under JNNURM as grant-in-aid from the Government of India.  The most of funds under Plan Head is utilized on development projects.  He further said that the anticipated own receipts for the year 2010-11 is Rs. 155.76 crore from different sources. He requested the members if anybody wanted to amend or to add any project, he could give his suggestions.  


Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma was of the view that the budget was planned at lower side.  He asked the reason for decreasing budget estimate of the Corporation in comparison to the budget of last year.


The Commissioner said that the office has limited capacity to utilize the funds during the year and it is not proper to show the inflated figure.


The Chief Engineer said that they have capacity of spending Rs. 100.00 crore for the year, whereas the office is doing its best and working for more than its capacity.  



Sh. Pardeep Chhabra said that no patch work on the roads of the city has been done by the Corporation itself on the plea that bitumen is not available in the stock.  He further said that most of the works are being got done through the contractor and the Engineering Wing of the Corporation is unable to take up even small works.


The Commissioner directed the Chief Engineer to look into the matter as to why the action was not taken to procure the bitumen and asked to stock the material for next six months in advance in both Road Wing & Public Health Wing.


Sh. Jatinder Bhatia desired that total allocation of funds under JNNURM for the last three years and the on going and completed projects and funds utilized thereon should be brought before the Committee for information.  He added that earlier while imposing property tax it was said that matching grant-in-aid will be released by the Government of India but has not so far been received.  Similarly, share of Corporation on liquor shops running in the municipal land has not been received from Chandigarh Administration.


Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma pointed out that expenditure in the last nine months is Rs. 59.23 crore whereas in the last three months an amount of Rs. 65.36 crore will be utilized.  He asked, why the funds are not utilized well in time?  He said that the House & F&CC pass so many projects worth crore of rupees, but action on the estimates is not being taken for months and in some cases even for years, which he has already proved in the House.  He was of the view that no estimate should be brought before the House or F&CC, if the office is not able to execute the projects.  


The Commissioner explained that procedural formalities take lot of time for execution of works.  He directed that in future the estimates passed in the meetings of House & F&CC shall be reviewed at the level of Chief Engineer whereas the estimates passed by the other committees shall be reviewed at the level of Superintending Engineer quarterly.  


Sh. Pardeep Chhabra  pointed out that even the project of Dhobi Ghat has not started yet.  


The Chief Engineer apprised that most of the formalities have been completed and an agenda in this respect is proposed to be brought before the Finance & Contract Committee for finalization of terms & conditions. 


The Mayor said that the agenda of Dhobi Ghat be positively brought before the Committee in its scheduled meeting to be held the next day for consideration.


Most of the members of the committee were of the view that the budget estimates for the year 2010-11 are at lower side and in this way the Govt. of India will stop grant-in-aid.  They desired that some projects to beautify the city should be included so that budget estimates should increase upto Rs. 200 crore and fresh budget estimates be prepared and brought before the F&CC in its next meeting.  


The Committee decided that the meeting of General House scheduled to be held on 15.2.10 be cancelled and a meeting of F&CC be convened on 15.02.2010 to discuss the budget estimates for 2010-11.  After approval of F&CC, the budget should be then discussed in the meeting of General House scheduled to be held on 19.2.10.  

The meeting was adjourned.
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