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MINUTES OF 167TH MEETING THE MUNICIPAL CORPORATION CHANDIGARH HELD ON 20.05.2011 AT 11.00 A.M. IN THE ASSEMBLY HALL OF THE MUNICIPAL CORPORATION, CHANDIGARH.



The following were present:
	1.
	Sh. Ravinder Pal Singh
	Mayor

	2.
	Sh. Brijendra Singh, IAS
	Commissioner

	3.
	Sh. Kuldip Singh
	Sr. Dy.Mayor

	4.
	Smt. Sheela Devi
	Dy. Mayor

	5.
	Brig. K.S.Chandpuri (Retd.)
	Councillor

	6.
	Sh. Arshad Khan
	Councillor

	7.
	Sh. M. P. S. Chawla
	Councillor

	8.
	Dr. A.P. Sanwaria 
	Councillor 

	9.
	Ar. P.K. Mukherjee
	Councillor 

	10.
	Sh. Resham Chand Jakhu
	Councillor

	11.
	Dr. Pam Rajput
	Councillor

	12.
	Smt. Harjinder Kaur
	Councillor

	13.
	Sh. Manjit Singh
	Councillor

	14.
	Smt. Anu Chatrath
	Councillor

	15.
	Sh. Pardeep Chhabra
	Councillor

	16.
	Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma
	Councillor 

	17.
	Sh. Surinder Kumar Jagota
	Councillor

	18.
	Sh. Harphool Chand
	Councillor 

	19.
	Sh. Jagjit Singh Kang
	Councillor

	20.
	Sh. Bhupinder Singh
	Councillor 

	21.
	Sh. Rajesh Kumar Gupta
	Councillor 

	22.
	Smt. Anju Beniwala
	Councillor 

	23.
	Sh. Devinder Singh Babla
	Councillor 

	24.
	Smt. Sarita Devi
	Councillor 

	25.
	Sh. Vijay Singh Rana
	Councillor

	26.
	Sh. Ram Lal
	Councillor

	27.
	Sh. Jatinder Bhatia
	Councillor

	28.
	Smt. Raj Kumari
	Councillor 

	29.
	Sh. Gurcharan Dass Kala
	Councillor 

	30.
	Smt. Sunita 
	Councillor 

	31.
	Sh. Lalit Siwach, HCS
	Secretary



The following Officers also attended the meeting: -


	1.
	Sh. Sunil Bhatia,  PCS
	Additional Commissioner-I

	2.
	Sh. Kamlesh Kumar, HCS
	Joint Commissioner

	3.
	Sh. S.S. Bida
	Chief Engineer

	4.
	Sh. R.K.Goyal
	Superintending Engineer (P.H.)

	5.
	Sh. Mukesh Anand
	Superintending Engineer (B&R)

	6.
	Dr. B.K. Salwan
	Municipal Health Officer

	7.
	Sh. Amar Chand
	Chief Accounts Officer

	8.
	Sh. Vishal Gupta
	XEN Roads Divn. No.1

	9.
	Sh. Jai Pal Singh
	XEN Roads Divn. No.2

	10.
	Sh. Sanjay Arora
	XEN Roads Divn. No.3

	11.
	Sh. R.S.Ahluwalia 
	XEN (P.H. Divn.No.2)

	12.
	Sh. Anil Bansal 
	XEN (P.H. Divn.No.3)

	13.
	Sh. Arun Kansal
	XEN. Horticulture






At the outset, the Secretary welcomed the Mayor, Councillors, Officers and the Media persons present in the meeting.



Sh. Ram Lal said that in Industrial Area Phase-I, two labourers died due to building collapse and desired that the House should observe two minutes silence to condole their death.  


The House observed two minutes silence.



Sh. M.P.S.Chawla was of the view that a policy decision should be taken regarding observation of silence in the House as a number of people die in accidents daily in the city.


Sh. Devinder Singh Babla said that it has come to notice through newspapers, some influential people are laying cables under roads without permission and our department does not know about it, whereas the general public can not cut the road without permission.  When the concerned J.E. brought the matter to the notice of his seniors, the machines were removed by night.  He said that a Minister of Punjab is involved in the matter and laid the cable without permission. Loss of lakhs of rupees has been incurred to the Corporation by digging the roads and dismantling the paver blocks. He desired that responsibility of the officers should be fixed for the lapse and action should be taken against the guilty and the House be apprised.


Dr. A.P.Sanwaria was also of the view that responsibility of the concerned officers be fixed as the officers do not supervise the work properly.  This is not the only case but it happens in the entire city and these cables were not laid overnight.  In the meeting of F&CC earlier it was desired to maintain a log book but in vain.


Sh. Ram Lal pointed out that such an incident also happened in the year, 2007, when cables were laid in whole city without permission.  He also desired to inquire into the matter.  Even after being caught no action is taken against the culprit.  


Sh. Jatinder Bhatia said that the Corporation is incurring an expenditure of lakhs of rupees and an inquiry should be conducted in this matter whether any payment was made to the Corporation.  Even in Sector-46, paver blocks were laid but removed the next week and on inquiry it was found that there was no permission and the paver blocks were laid again.  


The S.E. (B&R) said that there is procedure of road cutting and nobody can cut the road without permission and depositing the charges.  In the present case, a machine was cutting the road in Sector-33 which was impounded and it is still lying in the store at Sector-33.   Next day, another machine was brought and the work was carried out either in the wee hours or late hours.  A modern technology machine was being used to lay the cable which is trenchless.  


Sh. Devinder Singh Babla pointed out that though the J.E. informed the officers, they did not visit the site and took immediate action against the person involved in this matter.  If the machine was impounded from Sector-33, then how they laid cables in Sector-34 without the notice of the officers. 


The Mayor said that the contractor has to pay the road cut charges whether trenchless or with trench and the charges are same for both systems. He asked the amount of loss incurred to the Corporation to be calculated.


The S.E.(B&R) said that the charges comes to Rs. 60,000/- .



Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma asked whether any penalty has been imposed on the company and whether any FIR has been lodged in the police and if yes, then show the same.


The Chief Engineer said that a letter has been written to the police in this regard.


At this many councillors objected strongly on this matter. 



Sh. Gurcharan Dass Kala said that House is being misguided by false statements given by officers.


The Commissioner asserted that there has been lack of supervision and directed the Additional Commissioner-I to look into the matter and fix the responsibility of the officers for lack of supervision and non-action even after the matter came into the notice of the officers. He will submit the report within a week.


Sh. Jatinder Bhatia said that the decisions of the F&CC and the orders of the Commissioner are not being complied by the officers.  The then Commissioner issued an order dated 29.9.2010 regarding finalization of tender but the said order is not being implemented.  Similarly, the rates for laying the cables were revised in the meeting of F&CC which are not being implemented. He asked for how much long the loss of revenue will be tolerated.  The Commissioner has issued orders that the concerned officer will be responsible for the loss caused due to dismantling of paver blocks or digging of roads, but no action has been taken.


Dr. Pam Rajput said that this Corporation should set precedence for other Corporations.  But it seems that keeping in view the present situation, it would not be far behind that people would demand a Lok Pal for M.C. Chandigarh. There is no system, no co-ordination nor co-ordination committee in which the Councillors and officers could sit together and discuss important issues and find out solutions.  The dream of Mahila Bhawan would remain unfulfilled.  She further said that in the meeting of Women Empowerment Committee, it was decided to visit the site of Mahilla Bhawan and see its progress.  Official request was made to the Additional Commissioner & Chief Engineer to reach there.  The Addl. CMC could not visit the site and sent his representative but the Chief Engineer did not visit himself nor sent his representative which is a insult of the House.  She desired that the agendas passed in this House during last 5 years need to be discussed.  A national level discussion is also required to be held on  74th Amendment of Constitution under which some powers were required to be transferred to the Corporation.  Some amendments are required in the Constitution regarding powers to be transferred to the M.C. Chandigarh.  It seems that the main aim of the Corporation is only laying the paver blocks which is reducing the greenery and damaging the environment and city is being called as city of stones.   She desired that paver blocks should be laid only where these are required.  She requested the Mayor to constitute a task force to discuss the main issues and the problems being faced by the Corporation.


The Mayor said that a month ago a team of officers from Hyderabad visited Chandigarh. They intended to discuss various schemes like JNNURM & NREGA etc.   All the Councillors were invited in the said meeting through letter but no Coucillor except Sh. P.K.Mukherjee attended the said meeting.  So far as Mahilla Bhawan is concerned, at the time of digging water appeared from the bottom as a result the structure design has to be changed.  He asked the Chief Engineer to apprise the House, when the construction of Mahila Bhawan will commence.


The S.E.(B&R) said that the structure design is being changed with the help of Punjab Engineering College and it will be finalized by tomorrow & work will be started soon.


Sh. P.K.Mukherjee said that proper soil testing should have been done before designing a multi storey which is must as per norms which was not done by the Corporation.  He further said that the consultants & contractors are chosen by the officers on the basis of personal relations and heavy amount is paid to them.  He desired that responsibility should be fixed for the incompetence and loss to the Corporation.  


Smt. Harjinder Kaur said that the thrust of every Mayor is to deliver maximum during his/her tenure but due to non-cooperation of officers they are not able to achieve the target.  She suggested that a Co-ordination Committee should be formed including all party councillors in it and action plan should be initiated immediately on the issues pending for long on priority basis.  Earlier also internal Co-ordination Committee was formed which used to discuss the projects but the executives did not bring into the notice of next Mayor about the said Co-ordination Committee.  A plan for development of villages was also prepared and discussed in the meeting of Co-ordination Committee but the development plan of Badheri & Palsora was not taken up.  She suggested that villages should be developed on priority basis keeping aside the luxurious agendas.


Sh. Jagjit Singh Kang pointed out that in the last meeting he had suggested to stop all the projects where land has not been transferred to the Corporation as the House has rejected swimming pool on this plea, but the said statement has not been recorded in the minutes.   He further pointed out that the resolution proposed by Sh. Anil Dubey has also not been mentioned in the minutes.  He said that some of the Councillors in the last meeting pointed out the theft of sand & bajri.  He desired that a CBI inquiry be initiated in the sand theft as well as booth allotment scam.


Sh. Manjit Singh said that the Chief Engineer does not care for the resolutions passed by the House and orders issued by the Commissioner.  The General House in its meeting passed a resolution regarding equal distribution of work between the Executive Engineers.  Accordingly, the Commissioner issued an order regarding distribution of work on 15.4.2011 but the Chief Engineer issued an order dated 20.4.2011 keeping in abeyance the said orders of the Commissioner.  He further said that the Chief Engineer issued the orders regarding transfer of SDOs without approval of the Commissioner.  He further pointed out that the Additional Commissioner-I being incharge of MOH posted his favorite  person Sh. V.K.Dogra as OSD instead of Sh. Hazara Singh, who is senior. 


The Commissioner said that the matter will be looked into again as the orders has not been cancelled.


The Additional Commissioner-I said that clarification on the powers to be exercised by the Addl.CMC/Joint CMC/Secretary as per notification was sought from the Chandigarh Administration as some cases were forwarded to him and some not and there was no clarity.  The Commissioner approved the said proposal.  He said that if House desire so the said powers can be divested from him.  Sh. V.K.Dogra has been posted on the recommendation of MOH and if there is any discrepancy, it will be set right.


Sh. Manjit Singh further said that the former Commissioner had issued an order to appoint a Chowkidar-cum- Sweeper for 89 days in Community Centre of Sector-56 at a salary of Rs. 5250/- p.m.   The said person has not been paid salary for the last two months on the plea that he is a part time Chowkidar.


The Chief Engineer said that on the file there is approval of Commissioner for part time Chowkidar-cum-Sweeper.


Brig. K.S.Chandpuri (Retd.) said that instead of passing fresh agendas the House should take up pending projects first. Dog Bye-laws were drafted in the year, 2007 which have been approved & notified by the Administration.  He asked whether dog pond has been constructed and also asked about the dog burial.


The Addl.CMC apprised that a site was surveyed in Maloya by the Chief Architect and Dr.Kamboj, but it has not reached to the finality.  He said that dog pond is meant only for injured and rabid dogs and after treatment they are to be relocated.  There is shortage of space in Chandigarh which can be earmarked for burial of dead animals.  As per rules, the place for disposal of carcasses should be atleast one kilometer far from habitation and no such place has been identified so far and location of site is under process.


Sh. Gurcharan Dass Kala said that it is the responsibility of the Corporation to arrange the site for disposal of carcasses.  People approach the Councillors for disposal of dead animals and he has to arrange the disposal at his own level by paying money to private person. 


The Addl.CMC said that at present there is no space in Chandigarh for disposal of carcasses.  The contractor who has been engaged for this purpose is disposing the dead animals illegally as a result FIRs have been lodged against him.  A project “carcass disposal unit” was sponsored by the Govt. of India under which the carcass is processed in that unit and reused and this process is being examined.  The local residents will object if we dispose of the carcass in a particular locality, therefore, this issue is being examined.


The Commissioner said that efforts will be made to find out the solution for disposal of carcasses and most probably the modality will be electric crematorium.
AGENDA ITEM NO. 1


Confirmation of the minutes of 166th meeting of the General House held on 21.4.2011 at 11.00 a.m. in the Assembly Hall of the MC, Chandigarh.



The Secretary placed agenda item No.1 before the House for confirmation.


Dr. A.P.Sanwaria pointed out that at page 12 of the minutes of 166th meeting, a para has been attributed to him.  He never said that 75% posts of Sub Inspectors (Enforcement) be filled up by direct recruitment and 25% by promotion as mentioned in the minutes rather it was suggested by the Mayor & Secretary.  He is in favour of promotion of the officials who are already in the service.  He therefore, requested to amend this rule as per law and decision of the House in the year, 2008, according to rules of Government.

Sh. Gurcharan Dass Kala & Smt. Harjinder Kaur were of the view that there should be 100% by promotion.  Smt. Harjinder Kaur was of the view that officials should be provided opportunities of promotions & injustice  should not be done to anyone.

Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma said that idea of direct recruitment was brought keeping in view that a person attaining the age of 55 cannot perform the enforcement work effectively, therefore, it was felt that young blood should inducted in this cadre. Therefore, the House has to take decision on this issue.


Sh. Jatinder Bhatia pointed out that in last meeting the subject of liquor vends was discussed in detail and it was proposed to extend the liquor vends on Municipal Corporation’s land for one month. The House allowed the extension but subject to recovery of outstanding rent, but this issue has not been mentioned in the minutes. He asked whether the rent has been fully recovered from the liquor vends. He desired that the detail information on the recovery of rent be placed before the House in the next meeting. He further said that it was also decided in the previous meeting that a letter be written to the Excise Department whether they have recovered the rent from the liquor vends but no letter has been written till now.  


Smt. Sunita pointed out that some liquor vends are still situated on Municipal Corporation’s land in Manimajra. 



The Commissioner explained that only a part at the back side of liquor vends in Manimajra lies on Municipal Corporation’s land. The size of liquor vends has been curtailed and now no liquor vends will be located on the Municipal Corporation’s land. 



Sh. Gurcharan Dass Kala pointed out that liquor vend is situated on Municipal land near Police Station, Manimajra. 



The Commissioner said that the Excise Department, before placing advertisement in newspapers, asked the Engineering Department of Chandigarh Administration and Municipal Corporation to intimate the detail of liquor vends situated on Municipal land. According to the list received from the Chandigarh Administration an advertisement was published in the newspapers.      

“The House considered & resolved that the posts of Sub Inspector (Enforcement) be filled up on the basis of 60% by promotion & 40% by direct recruitment and recruitment rules be amended accordingly.’


“The House confirmed the minutes of 166th meeting of the House held on 21.4.2011 at 11.00 a.m. with the aforementioned amendment.”


Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma pointed out that as stated by Sh. Jagjit Singh Kang, the proposal of swimming pool was rejected on two points.  First the function of sports is with Chandigarh Administration and secondly the land was not transferred to the Corporation.   


Sh. Pardeep Chhabra said that the Corporation has already approved  swimming pool with Community Centre of Sector-49, but the Corporation has to see that in case swimming pool functions then life guards & coaches are also required to be appointed.


The Mayor said that the House should pass all the proposed swimming pools in principle as it is the need of the hour and for the benefit of children. He directed the Chief Engineer to prepare detailed agenda in this regard and place in the meeting.  He also directed that status report of pending projects since 2007 be prepared and supplied to him as well as to the Commissioner. 


The House adjourned for tea at 12.55 a.m. and reassembled at1.15 p.m. 



Brig. K.S.Chandpuri (Retd.) said that 10% posts of Group ‘C’ & ‘D’ are reserved for ex-servicemen as per instructions of Govt. of India. He asked whether the Corporation has appointed ex-servicemen against the said reserved posts. 


The Commissioner said that whatever policy regarding ex-servicemen and recruitment done by the Corporation, will be placed before the House in the next meeting.


Brig. K.S. Chanpuri (Retd.) said that the Corporation has laid down pipes for tertiary water worth Rs.30.00 crore but in some parks drinking water is being supplied at present.  He further said that in Sector-19, an illegal water connection of 1 inch dia has been given.  Even the officials of P.H. Wing have lodged an FIR in Police Station.  The said person is very influential and he has arranged the said connection through which water is being supplied to the parks of nearby houses.  The development work of Southern sectors has not been taken up for a long time and the roads have been dug but not carpeted.  He requested to take care of southern sectors.     


The Chief Engineer admitted that drinking water is being supplied to some parks.  He said that he was not aware about the illegal connection in Sector-19 and the FIR.  However, he said that detailed information will be supplied in next meeting.  
AGENDA ITEM NO. 2

Question/Answer.



Question No. 1 By Dr. A.P. Sanwaria, Councillor.



The Secretary placed agenda item No.2 before the House for discussion. 


Dr. A.P. Sanwaria pointed out that a policy decision was taken to install one fountain in each Sector but the said policy has been flouted by the Mayors as two fountains have been installed in Sector 22 & Sector 15.  It has been observed that the water features/fountains so far installed are located in the Wards of Councillors of ruling party except Smt. Harjinder Kaur, Councillor. 


Smt. Harjinder Kaur said that at the time of approval of water feature in her Ward, she was apprised the cost of the said water feature as Rs.17.00 lac, but in the reply the cost of the said water feature has been mentioned as Rs.24.71 lac.  She said that a policy was approved in the meeting of F&CC and it was also decided that the cost of the water feature should be reasonable i.e. between Rs.15-20 lac but it has been observed that the said policy has been flouted and there is no limit of cost and it is criminal wastage of public money.  


The Mayor said that already passed estimates of fountains will be installed as such, however for future uniform policy will be framed for which S.E.(P.H.) will prepare agenda.  He asked the S.E.(P.H.) the latest status of the approved estimates of fountains.  


The Commissioner asked the Chief Engineer the time frame for finalizing the estimates.


The Chief Engineer said that the estimates of fountains have been quoted at higher side by the firms and the designs are different and patterned and non-scheduled items, therefore the logic of rates quoted is to be checked and verified.  He assured that 50% estimates of fountains will be finalized within one month and remaining in the next month.           


Dr. A.P.Sanwaria said that the proposals for installing fountains in villages & colonies are pending for a long time and suggested that it should be expedited.  He also pointed out that the earlier annual maintenance contract of the water features was for one year but later it was informed in the House that the maintenance contract has been extended for five years, therefore, the rates of water features has increased.   He asked the criteria for the maintenance contract.


Sh. Pardeep Chhabra said that he gave in writing to install fountains in Sector-22 and at present there are two running fountains. He further said that Nehru Park has its own importance as Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru, the first Prime Minister of India made his maiden speech. During last five years its outlook has improved so much that it has become an example for other Councillors.  Moreover, both fountains were installed when he was not Mayor, but some members are linking it with his Mayorship.  He framed a policy for whole city that fountain be installed in the parks measuring more than 2 acre and after that many fountains were installed in the city.  He was of the view that fountains be installed in all sectors and colonies as well whereas feasible.
Question No.2
     By Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma


Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma said that his two questions are pending for 3 months. Now the reply of one question has been supplied on the table which can not be read.  He said that reply of questions are delayed deliberately.


The Additional Commissioner-I explained that when the question was submitted the MOH and he himself were new in the office and it takes time to settle down and to understand the issue.  Moreover, a lot of information was also to be collected from other departments like CPCB, Labour Department, Taxation Department & other agencies, which takes lot of time.


The Mayor said that the question will be discussed in the next meeting.
AGENDA ITEM NO. 3


Rough cost estimate for providing and laying of 25mm thick SDBC on V-6 road in Sector 41/A, Chandigarh.
The Secretary placed agenda item No.3 before the House for consideration.

“The House considered & resolved that the estimate amounting to Rs.41.22 lac for providing and laying of 25mm thick SDBC on V-6 road in Sector 41/A, Chandigarh be and is hereby approved.”
AGENDA ITEM NO.4 

Rough cost estimate for providing and laying of 25mm thick SDBC on V-6 road in Sector 42-C, Chandigarh.

The Secretary placed agenda item No.4 before the House for consideration.

“The House considered & resolved that the estimate amounting to Rs.46.43 lac for providing and laying of 25mm thick SDBC on V-6 road in Sector 42-C, Chandigarh be and is hereby approved.”
AGENDA ITEM NO.5

RCE for P/L 40mm thick Bituminous Concrete on V-4 road, Sector 22, Chandigarh. 

The Secretary placed agenda item No.5 before the House for consideration.

“The House considered & resolved that the estimate amounting to Rs.48.78 lac for providing and laying 40mm thick Bituminous Concrete on V-4 road,           Sector 22, Chandigarh be and is hereby approved.”
AGENDA ITEM NO.6

Widening and carpeting of parking infront of SCO No.801-844, 845-867 and 902-916 in Shivalik Enclave, Manimajra, Chandigarh.

The Secretary placed agenda item No.6 before the House for consideration.
“The House considered & resolved that the estimate amounting to Rs.104.95 lac for Widening and carpeting of parking infront of SCO No.801-844, 845-867 and 902-916 in Shivalik Enclave, Manimajra, Chandigarh be and is hereby approved.”
AGENDA ITEM NO.7

Recarpeting of Old Ropar Road from Railway Crossing to Police Station, Manimajra.

The Secretary placed agenda item No.7 before the House for consideration.
“The House considered & resolved that the estimate amounting to Rs.60.89 lac for recarpeting of Old Ropar Road from Railway Crossing to Police Station, Manimajra, Chandigarh be and is hereby approved.”
AGENDA ITEM NO. 8

Rough cost estimate for providing and laying 40 mm thick bituminous concrete on V-5 roads, Sector 41, Chandigarh.


The Secretary placed agenda item No.8 before the House for consideration.
“The House considered & resolved that the estimate amounting to Rs.64.08 lac for, providing and laying 40 mm thick bituminous concrete on V-5 roads, Sector 41, Chandigarh be and is hereby approved.”
AGENDA ITEM NO. 9

RCE for P/L 25mm thick SDBC on V-6 road in Sector 35 A, Chandigarh. 


The Secretary placed agenda item No.9 before the House for consideration.
“The House considered & resolved that the estimate amounting to Rs.54.10 lac for P/L 25mm thick SDBC on V-6 road in Sector 35 A, Chandigarh be and is hereby approved.”
AGENDA ITEM NO. 10

RCE for P/L 25mm thick SDBC on V-6 road in Sector 35 B, Chandigarh. 



The Secretary placed agenda item No.10 before the House for consideration.
“The House considered & resolved that the estimate amounting to Rs.41.95 lac for P/L 25mm thick SDBC on V-6 road in Sector 35 B, Chandigarh be and is hereby approved.”
AGENDA ITEM NO. 11

RCE for Providing and laying 25mm thick SDBC on V-6 road in Sector 34 D, Chandigarh. 

The Secretary placed agenda item No.11 before the House for consideration.
“The House considered & resolved that the estimate amounting to Rs.52.49 lac for providing and laying 25mm thick SDBC on V-6 road in Sector 34 D, Chandigarh be and is hereby approved.”
AGENDA ITEM NO. 12

RCE for Recarpetting with 25mm thick SDBC on V-6 road in Sector 21 A&B, Chandigarh. 



The Secretary placed agenda item No.12 before the House for consideration.
“The House considered & resolved that the estimate amounting to Rs.54.63 lac for recarpetting with 25mm thick SDBC on V-6 road in Sector 21 A&B, Chandigarh be and is hereby approved.”
AGENDA ITEM NO. 13

RCE for Widening and carpeting of V-5 road in Sector 21, Chandigarh. 



The Secretary placed agenda item No.13 before the House for consideration.
“The House considered & resolved that the estimate amounting to Rs.151.62 lac for widening and carpeting of V-5 road in Sector 21, Chandigarh be and is hereby approved.”
AGENDA ITEM NO. 14


RCE for P/L 40mm thick Bituminous Concrete on V-3 road between Sector 44 & 45, Chandigarh.



The Secretary placed agenda item No.14 before the House for consideration.
“The House considered & resolved that the estimate amounting to Rs.71.12 lac for P/L 40mm thick Bituminous Concrete on V-3 road between Sector 44 & 45, Chandigarh be and is hereby approved.”
AGENDA ITEM NO. 15


Recovery of ground rent from the Cable Operators.


The Secretary placed agenda item No.15 before the House for consideration.

“The House considered & resolved that to make the effective recovery of ground rent from the cable operators, the  following steps should be            taken :-
1.
All the cable operators should deposit the ground rent quarterly in advance by 10th of the month on the start of each quarter, failing which cable operators shall be liable to interest @ 15% per annum from the first day of the month in which the payment falls dues up to the date of actual payment.

2.
The Road Wing of Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh be associated for identifying cable operators in their respective jurisdiction so that necessary action against the defaulter cable operators can effectively be taken.

3.
The cable operators, who are found defaulter on three occasions, should not be permitted to run the cable business in the city of Chandigarh.

4.
The poles and cable of the defaulters, who do not clear the dues in spite of notices, shall be removed from the area by the Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh.


Sh. Pardeep Chhabra said that recently the issue of laying of cables without permission came up in the newspaper which is very serious matter. It has come to notice that the company involved in this issue belongs to Mohali, which started laying cable from Zirakpur and reached upto Sector-33 without coming into notice of our officers.  He said that once these cables are laid, the source of income of Corporation will stop whereas we are charging rent from other cable operators.  He suggested that the Corporation should take a policy decision that the ground rent from the cable operators who have laid wires underground should also be charged.   Further, the company which has laid cables without permission should be blacklisted.  He also suggested that this issue should also  be taken with the Administration for recovery of ground rent for the area upto which the company has laid the cable and a criminal case should also be filed for loss of revenue to the Administration/Corporation.


The Mayor informed that the Commissioner has already marked the inquiry to the Additional Commissioner-I.



Sh. Gurcharan Dass Kala said that the Corporation laid water pipes worth Rs. 8.00 crore for supply of water from Kajauli, but no water of Kajauli is being supplying to Manimajra, as a result the situation of water supply is very bad.  He has been raising this issue many times  but with no result.


The Mayor asked the S.E.(P.H.) to supply 1 mgd. water for Manimajra.


The House adjourned for lunch break at 2.30 p.m. reassembled at 3.15 p.m.


Sh. Arshad Khan said that when he was Chairman of a Committee constituted to frame bye-laws for disposal of malba, he had submitted a report on malba bye-laws and the same was passed by the House, but so far said malba bye-laws have not been notified neither being implemented.  Secondly, he was also appointed Chairman of a Committee to find out solution for disposal of e-waste and the committee had submitted a report suggesting 21 points, but till now it has not been decided as to which is the implementing agency.  Chandigarh is considered to be emerging I.T. house, but so far no policy has been drafted to dispose of e-waste and moreover the segregation of e-waste should also be at source.  Similarly the proper method of sterilization of dogs is also not being implemented by the people for animals.  Another point he had been raising time and again is recruitment rules for Fire & Emergency Wing.  No officer knows as to which recruitment rules are being implemented in Fire & Emergency Wing.  Every recruitment in the fire wing has been done is subject to the decision of the writ petition pending in High Court.


The Joint Commissioner clarified that since a writ petition is pending in the High Court in which the earlier drafted recruitment rules have been challenged and the matter is still sub judice.  Rules drafted later and passed by the House were sent to the Chandigarh Administration for approval and notification, but due to pendency of writ petition, the new drafted rules have not so far been drafted and finalized.  He assured the House that this matter will be given priority and resolved as early as possible.


Sh. Arshad Khan said that the recruitment rules of 1997 says that the appointment of Chief Fire Officer will be made by promotion whereas in the recruitment rules framed in 2007, there is provision of direct recruitment.  The recruitment rules of 1997 have been nullified by the then Home Secretary, therefore, the recruitment rules of 1962 exist and there is a big mess.  Similarly, the issue of fish market has now become real estate, whereas it was planned to rehabilitate the petty fish sellers and now the Corporation is trying to sell the booths by auction.  He quoted an example of old book sellers of Sector-15, who were rehabilitated by allotting sheds in Sector-15.  The concept of creation of fish market was also evolved on the same pattern, but no survey of fish seller was ever conducted and what is going to happen in future is not known.  


The Additional Commissioner said that the idea of fish market was conceived by the Animal Husbandry Department of Chandigarh Administration on the pattern of centrally sponsored scheme and later it was transferred to the Corporation.


Sh. Arshad Khan further said that this concept was initiated on the basis of direction of High Court on a writ petition filed by the fish sellers.  The scheme was then transferred to the Corporation and now it is upto the Corporation to take final decision on this issue.  


The Joint Commissioner apprised the House that Chandigarh Administration has been requested to advise whether the fish market can be auctioned or not.


Sh. Arshad Khan said that another important issue, he has been taking up is project management tool.  If  P.M.T software is installed then various information about a project can be available and all information could be institutionalized.  The Corporation is spending crore of rupees on other projects but do not wish to set up P.M.T. software.  He further said that he was invited by the I.T. Department regarding installation of e-governance system in M.C. Chandigarh and he had asked for the detailed project report, but the said DPR has not so far been supplied to him and neither he was again invited by the I.T. Department or M.C. Chandigarh. He was not informed as to what modules are to be installed for e-governance and he was invited only on the day of submission of tender.  The Corporation is going to set up software of e-governance but there is no manpower to handle and only one official i.e. Programmer has been involved in the Committee for e-governance.


The Joint Commissioner said that there was one issue that PWC was not included in the process of DPR.  Therefore, the DPR was handed over back to the Director I.T. and it was reworked and now it is finally approved by the Secretary I.T. Chandigarh Administration and RMP is being prepared. Our officials will be associated with I.T. Department and there will be three years integrated system and a consultant will be engaged, who will be monitoring the project on behalf of Corporation.  He further assured that after finalization of the DPR, he will request the Director I.T. Chandigarh Administration to invite Sh. Arshad Khan and Incharge Officer of the I.T. Section of the Corporation in every meeting related to e-governance.


Sh. Arshad Khan said that under the U.N. Millennium Goals, its not just economic criteria but social & infrastructure criteria, which means access to education, water and hygienic living conditions, which are put together to define the BPL people.  He asked how many BPL people got loan under SJSRY and said that nothing has been done under this scheme for the last one year.
AGENDA ITEM NO. 16

Regarding increasing the weight of Soap and quantity of Sarson Oil.


The Secretary placed agenda item No.16 before the House for consideration.

“The House Considered & resolved that the recommendation of Sanitation Committee to enhance the weight of Dettol soap from 70 gm. To 120 gm. and Sarson Oil from 1 kg. to 1.5 kg .at an additional expenditure of Rs.12,68,122/- for Safaikaramcharies of MOH Wing, be and is hereby approved.”
AGENDA ITEM NO. 17

Court case in High Court-LPA No. 249 of 2010 Sanawar Montessori v/s Chandigarh Administration & other for setting aside the orders dated 15.05.2009 passed by Hon’ble Mr. Justice Surya Kant.

The Secretary placed agenda item No.17 before the House for consideration.


Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma was of the view that we should oppose it and apprise the High Court that Chandigarh has received awards two times for best sanitation.  The concept of SSKs was evolved for better sanitation of the city and to remove the dustbins placed at different places.  It was also an employment generating source for rag pickers and even housing scheme was also conceived for them.  House has to take decision now whether this scheme can be stopped.  People are facing problem from the SSKs only on those cases where SSKs are not being cleaned in the evening as a result foul smell emanate from them.  House has to take decision to improve the conditions of SSKs by implementing the 12 points submitted in the Court and to take decision on the orders of the Hon’ble Court.


Sh. Devinder Singh Babla said that before SSKs, number of dustbins were seen on the road sides at many places in the city and it was the foremost demand of the residents to remove the dustbins as stray dogs and animals could have seen near these dustbins.  The concept of SSKs was evolved to get rid of this situation.  But now it seems that if SSKs are closed as per directions of High Court, the sanitation condition will deteriorate.  He desired that the Counsel of the Corporation should represent the matter effectively before the Court and request to the Court that the SSKs should continue as such.


Dr. A.P.Sanwaria said, it seems that the Corporation is not adhering the protocol effectively as mentioned in the agenda otherwise the Hon’ble Court would not have passed such orders as the SSKs are doing well in some parts of the city and this problem is being faced where SSKs are not being cleaned properly.


The Additional Commissioner said that the CWP has already been disposed of and the Municipal Corporation filed LPA against the order and the next date of hearing is 30.5.2011.  The Senior Standing Counsel is defending the case on behalf of the Corporation and the matter has been placed before the House for taking the decision whether to implement the suggestions given by the Hon’ble Court or not to agree with.


The Commissioner said that after going through the directions of Hon’ble Court, it has been observed that the Court has directed to implement modern method of collection.  Therefore, these are the suggestions to improve the sanitation condition of SSKs and the House has to decide whether these conditions are to be implemented as such or to defend the matter.


“The House considered & resolved that the matter be discussed in the Sanitation 


Committee in detail and give its suggestions.”
SUPPLEMENTARY AGENDA ITEM NO. 1

Construction of over bridge in Sector – 17 A & B  Bay No. 13 to 16 (Between Anand Theatre and  KC theatre).








The Secretary placed supplementary agenda item No.1 before the House for consideration.
“The House considered & resolved that the estimate amounting to Rs.2026.80 lac for construction of over bridge in Sector – 17 A & B Bay No. 13 to 16 (Between Anand Theatre and  KC theatre),Chandigarh, be and is hereby approved.”
SUPPLEMENTARY AGENDA ITEM NO. 2


RCE for providing and laying 25mm thick SDBC on V-6 road in Sector – 27-C, Chandigarh. 


The Secretary placed supplementary agenda item No.2 before the House for consideration.
“The House considered & resolved that the estimate amounting to Rs.37.87 lac for providing and laying 25mm thick SDBC on V-6 road in Sector – 27-C, Chandigarh, be and is hereby approved.”

SUPPLEMENTARY AGENDA ITEM NO. 3


Construction of RCC box for channalization of open nallah passing through Manimajra town Chandigarh.



The Secretary placed supplementary agenda item No.3 before the House for consideration.
“The House considered & resolved that the estimate amounting to Rs.11.81 crore for construction of RCC box for channelization of open nallah passing through Manimajra town Chandigarh, be and is hereby approved.”

SUPPLEMENTARY AGENDA ITEM NO. 4


RCE for providing and laying 25mm thick SDBC on V-6 road in Sector – 56 (Reh. Colony), Chandigarh. 



The Secretary placed supplementary agenda item No.4 before the House for consideration.
“The House considered & resolved that the estimate amounting to Rs.35.37 lac for providing and laying 25mm thick SDBC on V-6 road in Sector–56 (Reh. Colony), Chandigarh, be and is hereby approved.”
SUPPLEMENTARY AGENDA ITEM NO. 5


To handover the possession of land measuring 12 Kanal 09 marla in Khasra No.78/34 in Manimajra to the Walk Board, Chandigarh for Grave Yard.

The Secretary placed supplementary agenda item No.5 before the House for consideration.


Sh. Arshad Khan thanked the Mayor & former Mayor & the Joint Commissioner for placing the agenda and requested the officers to give the possession of the land within 2-3 working days.

“The House considered & approved the proposal to hand over the possession of land measuring 12 Kanal 09 marla in Khasra No.78/34 in Manimajra to the Walk Board, Chandigarh for Grave Yard.”
SUPPLEMENTARY AGENDA ITEM NO. 6


Information regarding forthcoming election of Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh. 


The Secretary placed supplementary agenda item No.6 before the House for consideration.


Sh. Manjit Singh said that we are not agreed with the proposal of the Election Commission to hold the election in the month of October/November on the plea of availability of school premises for polling booths.


Sh. Rajesh Gupta, Sh. Gurcharan Dass Kala & Sh. Ram Lal were of the view that counting of votes should be done immediately.


The Commissioner said that this is only for information of the House and it is the duty of State Election Commissioner to hold the election at his own.


Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma was of the view that election be held in December as the term of the present Corporation is going to expire in December.


Sh. Devinder Singh Babla said that keeping in view the sentiments of Councillors, the State Election Commissioner should take action as deem fit.
SUPPLEMENTARY AGENDA ITEM NO. 7


Inspection report of Uppal Housing Pvt. Ltd., Pocket No.2 & 3, Manimajra, Chandigarh.



The Secretary placed supplementary agenda item No.7 before the House for consideration.


Inspection report of M/s Uppal Housing Pvt. Ltd., Pocket No.2 & 3 Manimajra, Chandigarh as prepared by the Committee constituted for this purpose was circulated to the Councillors.


The Joint Commissioner explained the inspection report on screen through projector in detail.  He said that a committee consisting of SDE (Building), M.C.C., SDO (Building) Estate Office, J.E. (B), MCC. & J.E.(B) Estate Office  alongwith himself was constituted to inspect whether M/s Uppal Housing Pvt. Ltd. has constructed EWS Units.  As per terms & conditions as per drawing approved in 2006, 25  EWS Units were to be constructed by the company.  Occupation certificate was issued in May 2010, but the company got approved revised building plan from Estate Office in December 2010 according to which 10 EWS units on first floor, 10 units on second floor & 5 units on third floor are to be constructed, but on physical verification, many variations came to know.  No EWS unit has been constructed on the site, but the company has attempted to show one unit of three bed rooms as 5 EWS units.  At the outer look it is three bed rooms flat but from inside they have tried to divide it in 5 EWS units and it is just an eye wash as EWS units are not as per revised building plan.


Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma asked whether completion certificate has been issued.


The Joint Commissioner said that occupation certificate has been issued with the condition that they will apply for fresh occupation certificate.  However, the EWS houses do not exist on the site as approved in the revised building plan.  They say that EWS units were constructed on fourth floor but do not exist at present.


Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma said that when the matter was brought before F&CC for fixation of rates, it was said that EWS houses are to be accommodated, therefore, rates were not allowed to be increased.  He desired that an inquiry be conducted and responsibility of the concerned officers be fixed who did not include the clause in the terms & conditions of auction and allotment and it is a blunder mistake & fraud.


The Commissioner assured that appropriate action will be taken.


SUPPLEMENTARY AGENDA ITEM NO. 8


RCE for P/L 40mm thick Asphaltic Concrete on V-3 road between Sector 29 & 30, Chandigarh.







 



The Secretary placed supplementary agenda item No.8 before the House for consideration.
“The House considered & resolved that the estimate amounting to Rs.77.84 lac for P/L 40mm thick Asphaltic Concrete on V-3 road between Sector 29 & 30, Chandigarh, be and is hereby approved.”
SUPPLEMENTARY AGENDA ITEM NO. 9


RCE for providing and laying 25mm thick SDBC on V-6 road in Sector 39-B, Chandigarh.











The Secretary placed supplementary agenda item No.9 before the House for consideration.
“The House considered & resolved that the estimate amounting to Rs.46.21 lac for providing and laying 25mm thick SDBC on V-6 road in Sector 39-B, Chandigarh, be and is hereby approved.”
SUPPLEMENTARY AGENDA ITEM NO. 10


RCE for P/L 40mm thick Bituminous Concrete on V-5 road from Shivalik Hotel to Taj Hotel, Sector 17, Chandigarh. 



The Secretary placed supplementary agenda item No.10 before the House for consideration.
“The House considered & resolved that the estimate amounting to Rs.68.00 lac for providing and laying 40mm thick Bituminous Concrete on V-5 road from Shivalik Hotel to Taj Hotel, Sector 17, Chandigarh, be and is hereby approved.”
Sh. P.K. Mukherjee asked as to how much money has so far been spent on chartered Accountant for introduction of double entry system in the Corporation.
The Mayor asked the Additional Commissioner to submit the information regarding Vehicle No.CH01G-11 & CH01G-900.
The Additional Commissioner said that the Vehicle No. CH01G-11 has been issued in the name of Commissioner and Vehicle No.CH01G-900 is under general pool.  After repatriation of former Commissioner i.e. 15.4.2011,Vehicle  No.11 consumed 32 Ltr. fuel worth  Rs. 1984/- and Vehicle No.900 has consumed 240 Ltr. fuel worth Rs. 14,880/-.  He apprised that the log book of the first vehicle has been signed by the PA to Commissioner whereas the second vehicle has been used by the staff of Mayor, Commissioner, Care-taker etc.   No separate permission was taken for sending the vehicle at the residence of the Commissioner.
Question by Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma 
Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma said that the reply of his question submitted on 11.4.2011 has been circulated on table which is incomplete and even nobody has visited the site and submitted the requisite report.

The Additional Commissioner said that the collection of information from other departments was a lengthy process.  The SDO (Building) alongwith combined team has visited the site and checked it physically keeping in view the architectural plan and has submitted report that the building has been constructed as per sanction building plan.  Occupation certificate has been issued and Labour Commissioner has been requested to check whether the contractor has followed all the norms of labour laws and the Labour Commissioner has submitted his report which is attached herewith.
Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma said that the report is not clear and it has not been certified that the building has been constructed as per building plan.  He requested the Mayor to direct the concerned officers to prepare the reply in detail and clear so that it could be discussed in the next meeting.

The Mayor said that the question will be discussed in the next meeting.
SUPPLEMENTARY AGENDA ITEM NO. 11


Rough cost estimate for widening of V-6 roads in Sector 36-C, Chandigarh. 


The Secretary placed supplementary agenda item No.11 before the House for consideration.
“The House considered & resolved that the estimate amounting to Rs.40.61 lac for widening of V-6 roads in Sector 36-C, Chandigarh, be and is hereby approved.”


Smt. Anu Chatrath pointed out that where ever widening of road is going on, heaps of soil are lying on the road sides. Recently, the road in Sector-35 were recarpetted but the heaps of soil are still lying there, which can come to road and spoil the paint.  She suggested that recarpetting should be done after removal of soil from road sides.


Sh. Arshad Khan said that there is road material with RBI Grade 80 which is 40% lesser in cost and can happen faster in time and equally durable.  He desired that a white paper presentation be given on this issue.


The meeting ended with a vote of thanks to the Chair.
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