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MINUTES OF THE 205th MEETING OF GENERAL HOUSE OF THE MUNICIPAL 
CORPORATION CHANDIGARH HELD ON 28.04.2014 AT 11.00 A.M. IN THE 
ASSEMBLY HALL OF THE CORPORATION. 

The following were present: 

Sarv/Sh./Smt:-

Mayor 1. Harphool Chander Kalyan 

2. V.P. Singh, IAS Commissioner 

3. Davesh Moudgil Deputy Mayor 

4. Surinder Bahga Councillor 

5. Anoop Sunny Gill Councillor 

6. Prof. Aruna Goel Councillor 

7. Maj. D.S. Sandhu (Retd.) Councillor 

8. M.P. Kohli Councillor 

9. Sat Paul Bansal Councillor 

10. Babu Lal, IAS (Retd.) Councillor 

11. Dr. Shagufta Parveen Councillor 

12. Satish Kumar Councillor 

13. Sat Parkash Aggarwal Councillor 

14. Darshan Kumar Councillor 

15. Sheela Devi Councillor 

16. Saurabh Joshi Councillor 

17. Pardeep Chhabra Councillor 

18. Gurbax Rawat Councillor 

19. Gurcharan Dass Kala Councillor 

20. Naresh Kumar Councillor 

21. Asha Kumari Jaswal Councillor 

22. Rajinder Kaur Councillor 

23. Raj Bala Malik Councillor 

24. Arun Sood Councillor 

25. Malkiat Singh Councillor 

26. Rajesh Kumar Gupta Councillor 
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27. Mukesh Bassi Councillor 

28. Kashmiri Devi Councillor 

29. Satinder Singh Councillor 

30. Jannat Jahan Ul Haq Councllor 

31. Des Raj Gupta Councillor 

32. Rajiv Gupta, PCS Secretary 

The following Officers also attended the meeting: -
Sarv/Sh.:-

1. Sunil Bhatia, PCS Additional Commissioner-I 

2. Mukesh Anand Chief Engineer 

3. R.C. Diwan S.E.(PH) 

4. Parminder Singh Bhati M.O.H. 

5. Inderjit Gulati XEN (Roads-I) 

6. Jai Pal Singh XEN (Roads-II) 

7. Arjeet Singh XEN (Roads-III) 

8. Sham Lal XEN (P.H. Div No-I) 

9. Rajesh Bansal XEN (P.H. Div No-II) 

10. B.K.Dhawan XEN (P.H. Div No-III) 

11. Gurpreet Singh XEN (P.H. Div No-IV) 

12. Surinder Pal Singh XEN (Electrical) 

13. Krishan Pal Singh XEN (Horticulture) 

At the outset the Mayor welcomed the Commissioner, all the Councillors 

and Officers present in the House. He further congratulated Sh. Mukesh Anand on his 

promotion as Chief Engineer Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh. He expressed his 

views that he was hopeful that he would work efficiently as Chief Engineer in Municipal 

Corporation, Chandigarh. 
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Sh. Satish Kainth also congratulated Sh. Mukesh Anand as he had joined 

the Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh as Chief Engineer. 

Sh. M.P. Kohli apprised the House that when Sh. Subhash Chawla was 

the Mayor a resolution was passed that no discussion or criticism should be made in 

the House against such a person who was not present in the House. He asserted that 

in view of the said resolution no discussion or criticism should be made in the House 

against a person who was not present in the House. He further congratulated Sh. 

Mukesh Anand belonging to the U.T. cadre who had joined as Chief Engineer, 

Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh. 

Sh. Saurabh Joshi apprised the House that Sh. Gurcharan Dass Kala, 

independent Councillor had joined the BJP and he welcomed him for joining the party. 

He further said that according to the provision laid down in the Municipal Act at least 

one meeting of the House in a month was necessary. He further said that according to 

the said provision the members should be apprised of the list of business to be 

transacted in the meeting and the same should be sent at least 72 hours prior to the 

meeting. He further said that no action taken report was brought in the House which 

could be discussed in the House. He said that no agenda for the meeting has been 

circulated. He asked why the meeting had been called without agenda? 

Sh. Arun Sood invited the attention of the House towards Section 55 of 

the Municipal Act, vide which holding of one meeting in a month of the House was 

necessary. He further said that it was the 4th House of the Corporation and during the 

period of previous three Houses of the Corporation, the Model code of conduct had 

been enforced and meetings were held, but at this time the Corporation had to seek the 

permission of the Election Commission for holding the meetings of the House, whereas 

according to the provision of the Act, holding of one meeting of the House in one month 
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is necessary. He further asked why the permission was sought from the Election 

Commission. He further asked why the copy of the Action Taken Report was neither 

circulated among the Councillors nor placed today in the House? He asked why the 

meeting had been called without agenda? 

The Mayor apprised the House that he had sought the Action Taken 

Report from the Chief Engineer, Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh, but he told that his 

staff had been busy in election duty, therefore, the Action Taken Report could not be 

completed. As per report of the Chief Engineer due to the non-completion of Action 

Taken Report, the same could not be circulated and it would be provided to the 

Councillors well in time in the next meeting. He further said that there were so many 

problems in the city which could be discussed, like shortage of water and sanitation etc. 

Sh. Sat Prakash Aggarwal congratulated Sh. Mukesh Anand on his 

joining as Chief Engineer, Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh and he was hopeful that 

all the projects of his area would be completed during his tenure. 

Sh. Subhash Chawla said that Sh. Saurabh Joshi had raised an important 

issue regarding the present meeting. He further said that he was also under impression 

that either the meeting would have been held in the previous month or the present 

meeting should not have been held. He further apprised the House as and when the 

model code of conduct is enforced all the powers are vested in the Election 

Commission. He further said that before taking the decision of meeting it would have 

been better the other members also would have been taken in confidence. He further 

said that there were so many issues for discussion in the House, therefore, we may 

take the benefit of this meeting. He further said that no such issues should be 

discussed in the House which are not relevant to the Corporation because the Act does 

not allow us. We should take a pledge today that no such issue should be discussed 
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during the remaining tenure of the House which are not relevant to the Corporation. He 

further said that although the Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh had been awarded for 

sanitation yet the condition was not completely satisfactory. He further said that if the 

members are not satisfied with the present meeting and if there was any violation the 

matter could be referred to the Secretary Local Body for appropriate action. 

Maj. D.S. Sandhu (Retd.) said that a resolution was passed in the meeting 

held in November 2013, vide which the defence personnel were exempted from the 

house tax. He sought the latest status of that resolution. If the matter has been 

referred to the Chandigarh Administration, the copy of said letter should be provided so 

that the people can be apprised with the fact. He further said that in the meeting held in 

the month of November, 2012, he raised the issue regarding the theft of railing from 

green belts and neighbourhood parks, arms of the benches had been stolen and main 

gate of parks should be closed so that the stray cattle could not enter but no action had 

been taken for the replacement of railing and benches since the period of 1½ year had 

passed. He further said that the supervisor of the Community Centre get the centre 

cleaned after taking Rs.500/- from the booking party, but in case of the neighbourhood 

parks an amount of Rs.500/- is charged from the party, but the park is not cleaned. The 

Corporation is not performing his duty in letter and spirit. He further apprised the House 

that the Safaikaramcharies came once in a month on V-6 road in Sector 35-D, only the 

V-5 roads were cleaned. The condition of sanitation in the Sector 35-D, Chandigarh is 

not good. He further said that during the tenure of Sh. Subhash Chawla, 

safaikaramcharies were called back, but again they had gone there. He insisted that 

the responsibility of safaikaramcharies be fixed. He further said that the strength of 

stray dogs was increasing day per day in the green belts. Hence the sterilization 

campaign had not worked well. It was decided that the nylon color would be tied to the 

sterilized dog, but no such dog had been seen and the people had been suffering from 
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dog menace. He further said that on 16th April, 2014, he had to visit the cremation 

ground, Sector 25, but there was not water in the taps for washing the hands. The 

people were asking him for this lapse, but he could not reply. The water problem of the 

cremation ground should be monitored. 

Sh. Des Raj Gupta said that there were 26 Wards, but none had been 

apprised about the latest status of the projects being run in the respective wards and 

asked, who would provide this information? He suggested that a Ward-wise booklet 

should be provided to apprise the Councillor about the latest status of the works 

approved by the House/F&CC. He asked when the ward-wise report would be 

provided? How much time it will take? 

The Mayor told that he had to start the ward-wise meeting, but in the 

meantime model code of conduct was imposed. After the model code of conduct is 

over, ward-wise meeting would be held in which everyone would be apprised which 

work had started and tender had been floated, whether the work relates to Public 

Health, B&R, Electricity or any other wing.  

Sh. Satish Kainth thanked the Chief Engineer and other officers for the 

works done in his ward. 

Sh. Sat Parkash Aggarwal said that the works in his ward were in 

progress, but left due to model code of conduct and he demanded that after the code of 

conduct the work should be started again. He further apprised with the demand of the 

people of his area that the dumping ground should be shifted from there. He thanked 

the Commissioner for taking suitable steps to improve the condition of dumping ground, 

yet the short comings were still there. A drain/tunnel is flowing along with the wall of 

dumping ground and sometimes it gets blocked due to garbage. About two months 

ago, a tender was allotted to a company to clean the drain/tunnel by JCB machine, but 
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the work had not been started so far. He demanded the cancellation of tender of such 

company. 

Sh. Satinder Singh said that 25 toilet blocks and connecting passage 

were allotted to the Outdoor Communication company in the year 2010 and their 

contract was upto the year 2014 and an amount of Rs.1½ Crores is outstanding against 

that company. He further said that even after raising the issue the concerned officers 

had taken no action against the company. He further told that after filing the complaint, 

the CBI had registered ‘PE’ a very important document and regular case is going to be 

registered, but no action has been taken against the officer concerned, who did this 

wrong. He read out the letter dated 20.3.2014 written by the Corporation to the Selvel 

Media company vide which the company had been asked to deposit an amount of 

Rs.98.00 lacs within a period of three days and if not satisfied they could file the appeal 

to the Chief Administrator-cum-Finance Secretary, U.T., Chandigarh. Subsequently a 

letter bearing No.265 dated 20.3.2014 was also written to the agency vide which an 

amount of Rs.31.00 lacs was asked to deposit in favour of the Corporation out of which 

Rs.6.49 lacs had been deposited and rest of the money was still awaited. He read out 

the notification of the U.T. Administration dated 27.2.2009 vide which the procedure 

had been laid down to black list the company/firm. He further said that there was loss 

of Rs.7.00 crore to Rs.9.00 crore to the Corporation. He asked the XEN P.H. Division 

No. 4, whether the Corporation was going to allot the new contract to the company or 

not? If not why the time frame was not told to the company? 

The XEN P.H. Division No. 4 told that 15 days period was allowed to 

decide the issue either way. He further told that the tender was not being allotted to the 

company and the matter had been submitted to the Chief Engineer for cancellation of 

tender through S.E.P.H. for final order. 

http:Rs.31.00
http:Rs.98.00
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Sh. Pardeep Chhabra asked who was managing the toilet blocks after 

31.3.2014 and what was the present status? He further asked what relief had been 

granted to the company by the Hon’ble High Court? He asserted that the detailed reply 

with facts should be submitted. He further said that the contractor had neither handed 

over the toilets nor making the payment of outstanding dues. 

The XEN P.H. Division No. 4 told that the agency had gone to the High 

Court against the decision of the Corporation and the decision was still awaited. 

Sh. Rajesh Gupta said that the advertisement boards were still on the 

toilets. 

The XEN P.H. Division No. 4 told that there was no advertisement on 80 

toilets. All had been removed. 

Sh. Pardeep Chhabra said that the name of the Councillors those were 

members of the F&CC in the year 2007 had been published in the newspapers again 

and again, whereas the negligency was on the part of the other side. He asserted for 

the proper clarification in this regard. 

The Commissioner apprised the House that in the recent meeting of the 

House decision was taken by majority. The House approved the rates, however the 

procedure is to be adopted by the officer concerned. It is due to non-completion of 

procedural formalities by the firm, the XEN P.H. Divn. No.4 has sent his 

recommendations to the Chief Engineer for cancellation of that tender.  

Sh. Rajesh Gupta said that the name of the members of the F&CC in the 

year 2007 had been published again and again unnecessarily, whereas the officers 

were responsible for any kind of lapse. 
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The Commissioner said that an independent agency had been conducting 

the inquiry and let the facts come from the inquiry and action would be taken 

accordingly. 

Sh. Subhash Chawla said that the matter was related to the year 2007 

and was being tagged with the year 2014, whereas both were the separate issues.  The 

allotment of toilet blocks was done in the year 2007. It was reported in newspapers that 

the CBI was going to summon the Mayor and members of F&CC of that time, but no 

one is aware with the facts. The Mayor and members of F&CC of that time stated that 

the wrongs were on the part of officers, therefore, the case took the serious turn. He 

asserted that the minutes of that meeting should be circulated in the House in which it 

was decided that which relaxations had been given to the company. He further said 

that the Councillors should clear their position through the P.R.O. of the Municipal 

Corporation as their names had been published again and again in the newspapers.  

The Commissioner apprised the House that an independent agency i.e. 

C.B.I. had been conducting the inquiry which is beyond the jurisdiction of the Municipal 

Corporation and Chandigarh Administration. He said that let the inquiry be concluded. 

After that the accused person can explain his position in his own defence, otherwise 

prior to the conclusion of inquiry it would be improper to say anything. He further said 

that the circumstances prevailing at that time could not be ascertained at present, that 

in which circumstances the F&CC in 2007 took that decision. 

Sh. Saurabh Joshi said that the minutes and agenda of year 2007 should 

be circulated in the House, so that the present members could share their views. He 

further said that Sh. Satinder Singh brought the facts of the case and it reveals that 

something was wrong in the case. He further said that the issues of spun pipe and 

chlorinator were highlighted in the House and vigilance inquiry was marked in both the 
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cases, but the findings of both the cases are still awaited. He said that Vigilance Officer 

has left the M.C. without completing the inquiries. 

Sh. Arun Sood said that all the corresponding record/ communication with 

the CBI should be placed in the House. He further said that there had been something 

wrong definitely as was published in the newspapers. He further said that after raising 

the issue by Sh. Satinder Singh and other members of the House, it came to light that 

something was wrong in the allotment of toilet blocks to the Selvel Media company in 

the year 2007 and after that the notices of recovery were also sent to the agency. 

Similarly Sh. Saurabh Joshi brought the matter of spun pipes and chlorinator in the 

House and it was decided to mark a vigilance inquiry, but the inquiry report has not 

been placed in the House so far. He further said that the contract was going to be 

expired on 31.3.2014 and the Corporation had to take over the possession of toilet 

blocks before 31.3.2014. The month of April is going to be finish and we have made no 

alternative arrangement. He alleged that the chance had been given to the company 

knowingly to approach the Hon’ble High Court. He further said that the matter of toilet 

blocks published in the newspapers came in the F&CC again & again and finally came 

in the House and resolved with majority and after that the officers were going to cancel 

the contract. Therefore, something was fishy. He further said that 25 toilets had been 

allotted to the Outdoor Communication company and similar wrong had been done by 

the said company. He asked for the internal inquiry of all the companies related to the 

allotment of toilet blocks along with the inquiry of C.B.I. He demanded that the Selvel 

Media Company should be black listed and the status report regarding the 

communication with C.B.I. should be placed in the House. 

The Commissioner apprised the House that the inquiry of C.B.I. is always 

secret, C.B.I. is even out of the jurisdiction of R.T.I. Act and the inquiry being conducted 

by the C.B.I. cannot be discussed in the public. 
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The House adjourned for Lunch at 1.50 P.M. and resumed at 3.50 

P.M. 

Sh. Darshan Garg asked that the polls of cable connections had been 

erected especially in the colonies and whether the permission had been granted by the 

Corporation or not, whether the fee is charged or not, if yes what height of the poll had 

been prescribed. He further told that the net of wires of cable and telephones and 

electricity wires had been made on the polls of only 8 feet height. 

Sh. Subhash Chawla invited the attention of the House towards the 

building bye-laws framed by the Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh. He highlighted 

that the owners of the one or two marla houses situated in old Abadies in the villages 

was being issued notices for violation.p This is the problem of all the villages, 

especially in Manimajra. He asserted that this problem should be sorted out as the 

small houses could not be constructed according to the prevailing bye-laws. He further 

apprised the House regarding the shortage of water in Chandigarh. He told that 

temperature was about 35c. and water pressure was so low that the water did not reach 

to the second and third floor. The leakage may be the reason of low pressure. He 

further asked what was the present situation of the water supply and whether there 

would be shortage of water rather than previous year, whether the sufficient water 

would be available during the peak season or not? Whether any planning for future had 

been made or not? He further told that an action plan was prepared during the period 

of Smt. Raj Bala Malik, the Mayor of that time and what action had been taken on that 

plan. He further said that after little bit controversy the permission of new tube-well was 

granted by the House to recoup the shortage of water. He asked about the installation 

of new tube-wells, completion of pipe lines for Panchkula? He asked whether the water 

is to be supplied to Panchkula or Chandimandir and if yes from which date? 
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The Commissioner apprised the House that the quantity of water was 

equal to the previous year with the Corporation. So far as the supply to the flats of 

Dhanas is concerned, the Corporation does not supply in these flats, they have their 

own tube-wells. There would be relief upto some extent because the colony in which 

the water was supplied by the Corporation had been shifted there. He further told that 

as per information received from the Chief Engineer all the new tube-wells would be 

functional upto 30th May, 2014. He further said that at some places water consumption 

was very much and somewhere it was very less and he was of the view that the water 

tariff should be there. He was of the view that upto 60 kl. there should be no change in 

water tariff and above that the tariff should be higher and it would reduce the 

consumption. He further apprised the House that the water was being supplied in the 

city on the subsidised rate. He said moreover the rich section of the society is also 

subsidised which requires rethinking. He suggested that a Committee of the Officers 

should be constituted to monitor this issue. He further said that the sufficient water is 

available for the city, however, if any problem arises the consideration would be 

towards the poor public/weaker section. 

Sh. Subhash Chawla said that canal water was to be supplied to the 22 

villages of the Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh. He further asked whether the water 

tariff or increase of rate of water charges would be the solution of this problem? The 

complaint is from the sectors, where the consumption is less i.e. Sector 22, 23, 24, 18 & 

20. The reservoirs have been constructed in Sector 21 & 35 and the booster system 

was installed with the huge cost. In spite of all these steps there is still shortage of 

water.  He asked what is the reason for this? 

The Commissioner apprised that there was 250 ltr. per head per day 

consumption in the city, but in the rehabilitation colonies/weaker section consumption is 

about 150 ltr. per head. He further told that the water was consumed by all at a time in 
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the morning, therefore, the pressure gets reduced and suggested that the supply hours 

should be increased. The system is designed at the rate of 150 ltr. and according to 

the criteria of WHO, 135 ltr. per person per day is sufficient. He further told that 

somewhere it is consumed upto 950 ltr. per head, therefore, there is a discrimination as 

tariff would be according to consumption. 

Sh. Saurabh Joshi said that there were big lawns in northern sectors, 

whether the T.T. water connection had been given there whether metering system had 

been started there or not? He stressed for meter connections for the use of T.T. water. 

He further said that the generator sets should be installed on the water works. He 

suggested that the water supply should be started one hour prior in the morning. He 

said that maintenance charges are even being put up for non-functional generator sets. 

The Commissioner apprised that the generators have been installed only 

on the big pumping sets. He further told that recently it was decided that the mobile 

generator sets should be purchased, so that the generator could be used in case of 

failure of electricity and it is not feasible to install the generator at all places. 

Sh. Rajesh Gupta said that the water pressure was very low in Sector 20 

& 33, whereas it was the beginning of the summer season. 

Sh. Malkiat Singh repeated the problem of low pressure of water. He 

further said that it had been assured many times that the water supply of village Buterla 

would be connected with canal water, but the same had not been done so far. 

Sh. Pardeep Chhabra said that the problem of violation of building bye-

laws in the villages had been explained by Sh. Subhash Chawla. He further apprised 

that there were small houses of one or one and half marla which had no space for 

backyard or front yard. The building maps of such houses are passed by the M.C. and 

in case of construction after demolishing the said house, the notices of violation are 
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being issued. He suggested that such houses should be exempted from the Building 

map. He suggested that the malls and hotels should install their own tube-wells 

mandatory to recoup the shortage of water and procedure for obtaining the permission 

of tube-well should be made simplified. The Agendas had been passed for the 

purchase of tankers, but the status of the purchase had not been brought in the House 

so far. He further apprised the House that last year an agenda of hand pumps was 

passed. He suggested that the residents of the city should be educated that the hand 

pump water should be used for other purposes other than drinking. 

The Chief Engineer apprised the House that 38 tube-wells had been 

approved by the House and all would be functional by the end of June, 2014. The 

canal water connection had been given to the village Buterla and the testing was being 

carried out and water tankers from MP LAD fund would be purchased after the code of 

conduct is over. 

The Commissioner apprised that the Building Bye-laws had been framed 

by the Chandigarh Administration and the draft for revised Building Bye-laws had been 

received, same are being amended. He suggested that we may send our 

recommendations to the Administration that the small houses should be exempted from 

the Building Bye-laws. 

Sh. Gurcharan Dass Kala explained the position of houses situated in old 

Manimajra having size of 1 or 1½ marla with 3 feet wide street. He stressed that there 

should be exemption of map approval upto 2 marla houses. 

Sh. Malkiat Singh raised the issue of NOC for water meter. He asserted 

that the separate meter should be allowed in the same premises. 

Sh. Sat Parkash Aggarwal said that the minimum rate of the water had 

been fixed Rs.1700-1800 in rehabilitation colonies for booth/shops, whereas in the 
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houses it was Rs.700-800 which was very excessive and demanded the amount should 

be charged according to the actual consumption. He further apprised the House that 

there were some shops where the water connection had not been given, in such cases 

the commercial charges should not be charged. 

Smt. Rajinder Kaur Rattu said that the dirty water was being supplied in 

Mauli Jagran. Our officers visited there and told that water was fit for human 

consumption, whereas the residents were not satisfied with the supply. She further told 

that there were two Sulabh Sauchalaya in Charan Singh Colony, Mouli Jagran which 

were misused by the miscreants and not used by the residents and demanded that the 

same should be demolished. She further demanded the cleanliness of choe. She 

further said that when the children go to the Community Centre for playing there, the 

filthy language is used by the supervisor and she demanded that the children should be 

allowed to play there. 

The Commissioner said that the water would be got checked during the 

water supply hours by the officers. If the water is fit for consumption during the supply 

hours then nothing is wrong, otherwise the necessary steps would be taken. 

Smt. Asha Jaswal said that there was water supply problem in Sector 23 

and 24 for the last two or three months and in spite of repeated complaints, the problem 

had not been sorted out. She further said that since 2 ½ year she had given the 

complaint of Junj Ghar, Sector 23, Chandigarh, but the grievances had not been 

redressed so far. She further said either the booking of Junj Ghar should be stopped or 

problem be sorted out. She further said that the sterilization of the dog had not been 

done in letter and spirit because the strength of the stray dogs was increasing day per 

day and cleanliness of choe which passes through Sector 23 is not being done. The 

condition of sanitation is also not good in her ward.  



16 

The Chief Engineer apprised that the work of the Junj Ghar was a repair 

work, estimate had been prepared and work would be done after the code of conduct is 

over. 

The Commissioner assured that all the concerned officers would visit her 

ward in the next week for sorting out all the problems told by her.  

Sh. Satish Kainth said that there were only ten electricity poll on the road 

leading from Cremation ground to Railway Station in the Industrial area. Since 2 ½ 

years he had been requesting the officers, estimate had been prepared, but the officers 

apprised him that it was a forest land and digging was not allowed there. The said area 

is in darkness.  

The Chief Engineer apprised that we started the work there, but the 

Forest Department did not allow them and work was stopped. After that the over head 

line was laid down and all the lights were functional, but the Public Health laid a water 

pipeline there and the electricity cable was cut, he assured that the lights would be 

again functional within 15 days. 

The meeting ended with a vote of thanks to the Chair. 

Secretary, Mayor, 
Municipal Corporation, Municipal Corporation, 
Chandigarh. Chandigarh. 


