MINUTES OF SPECIAL MEETING OF THE FINANCE AND CONTRACT COMMITTEE HELD ON 22.3.2010 AT 3.00 P.M. IN THE COMMITTEE ROOM OF THE MUNICIPAL CORPORATION, CHANDIGARH TO DISCUSS LICENCING OF TAXI STANDS SITES – EXTENSION OF LICENNCE PERIOD THEREOF.

PRESENT :-

1.
Smt. Anu Chatrath


Mayor

2.
Sh. P.K. Sharma


Acting Commissioner
3.
Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma

Councillor 




4.
Sh. Pardeep Chhabra


Councillor

5.
Dr. Amrit Bolaria


Councillor
6. 
Sh. T.P.S. Phoolka


Acting Secretary
OFFICERS PRESENT :-
1. Sh. S.K.Bansal


Chief Engineer

2.   
Sh. Mukesh Anand


S.E.(B&R)

3.
Sh. Zorawar Singh


XEN (Roads-I)

4.
Sh. Sanjay Arora


XEN (Roads-II)

Agenda Item No.15       Licensing of Taxi Stands sites-Extension of licence period thereof.

The Mayor said that this agenda item was deferred with a view that survey of all the taxi stands be conducted and a consolidated list of all the taxi stands with their feasibility should be brought before the F&CC.

Sh. Pardeep Chhabra  said that there are 2-3 taxi stands in some sectors whereas their desirability should be considered before granting extension to them keeping in view number of vehicles of the residents.  He further said that being area Councillor he is of the view that the taxi stand near Kiran Cinema, Sector-22, should be de-notified.  However, he was of the view that such taxi stand operators should not be uprooted and they should be shifted to recently earmarked new taxi stands.  He further said that the taxi stand near Kisan Bhawan has no feasibility and some new encroachments have cropped up near it.  He further suggested that speed breakers be installed at the entry of paid parking.  He apprised the Committee that many taxi stands are running illegally and suggested that action should be taken against them.

Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma asked whether the area allotted to the taxi stands has been demarcated and how much space the taxi stand operators are using.  He further said that the list of the taxi stands provided to the members is not complete in all aspects and all have been shown as feasible which is not possible.  Moreover, the location of taxi stands is not clearly indicated in the survey report.

Sh. Pardeep Chhabra  pointed out that the taxi stand operator in Sector-17 has raised fabricated structures and sells water there and parks at least 20-25 taxies there.  He was of the view that action should be taken against them.  

The acting Commissioner said that the enforcement staff has already removed the structures raised by the unauthorized taxi stands.


The Mayor said that the representatives of the Patel Market have approached her many time and requested to shift the taxi stand adjoining it as it has encroached upon public land and covered up the front of some of the booths.

Dr. Amrit Bolaria was of the view that instead of raising finger on each other the officers & Councillors have to sit together and dwell upon the problems being faced in respect of paid parking and taxi stands and to evolve proper system for better management of taxi stands and paid parkings, as there is no proper supervision.

The Joint Commissioner replied that there is acute shortage of staff in the branch of SDE (HQ).  He has to look after various paid parkings, taxi stands, Road Sub Division No.8 etc.  Moreover about 64 court cases are pending in different courts, which are also be pursued by him. 


After  discussion, the Committee decided that Sh. Sanjay Arora, E.E.Roads-II and  Sh. Vinod Vyas, SDE (H.Q.) will check physically all the taxi stands and submit detailed report on their feasibility.  The meeting was adjourned for 25.3.2010.
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